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Genesis 1:2 - 2:3 Year One 

Gen 1:1  בראׁשית ברא אלהים את הׁשמים ואת הארץ׃  
Gen 1:2  והארץ היתה תהו ובהו וחׁשך על־פני תהום ורוח אלהים מרחפת על־פני המים׃  
Gen 1:3  ויאמר אלהים יהי אור ויהי־אור  

 
 

Gen 1:1  In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the earth.  
Gen 1:2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit 

of Elohim moved upon the face of the waters.  
Gen 1:3  And Elohim said, Let there be light: and there was light.  
Gen 1:4  And Elohim saw the light, that it was good: and Elohim divided the light from the darkness.  
Gen 1:5  And Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning 

were the first day.  
Gen 1:6  And Elohim said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from 

the waters.  
Gen 1:7  And Elohim made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the 

waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.  
Gen 1:8  And Elohim called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.  
Gen 1:9  And Elohim said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry 

land appear: and it was so.  
Gen 1:10  And Elohim called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and 

Elohim saw that it was good.  
Gen 1:11  And Elohim said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding 

fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  
Gen 1:12  And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 

whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and Elohim saw that it was good.  
Gen 1:13  And the evening and the morning were the third day.  
Gen 1:14  And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; 

and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:  
Gen 1:15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.  
Gen 1:16  And Elohim made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 

night: he made the stars also.  
Gen 1:17  And Elohim set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,  
Gen 1:18  And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and Elohim 

saw that it was good.  
Gen 1:19  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.  
Gen 1:20  And Elohim said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl 

that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  
Gen 1:21  And Elohim created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought 

forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and Elohim saw that it was good.  
Gen 1:22  And Elohim blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let 

fowl multiply in the earth.  
Gen 1:23  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  
Gen 1:24  And Elohim said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping 

thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  
Gen 1:25  And Elohim made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 

creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and Elohim saw that it was good.  
Gen 1:26  And Elohim said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  

Gen 1:27  So Elohim created man in his own image, in the image of Elohim created he him; male and female 
created he them.  
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Gen 1:28  And Elohim blessed them, and Elohim said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth.  

Gen 1:29  And Elohim said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  

Gen 1:30  And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.  

Gen 1:31  And Elohim saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and 
the morning were the sixth day.  

Gen 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  
Gen 2:2  And on the seventh day Elohim ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 

from all his work which he had made.  
Gen 2:3  And Elohim blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his 

work which Elohim created and made.  (Word Of Yahweh Trans) 
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Key Words-B'rysheet 1:1 to 2:3 Year One 

#1. B'resheet - H7225 

 ראׁשית

rê'shı̂yth 

ray-sheeth' 

From the same as H7218; the first, in place, time, order or rank (specifically a firstfruit): - beginning, chief (-

est), first (-fruits, part, time), principal thing. 

 

#2. Elohim - h430 

 אלהים

'el̆ôhıŷm 

el-o-heem' 

Plural of H433; gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the plural thus, especially with the article) 
of the supreme God; occasionally applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a superlative: - 
angels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great, judges, X mighty. 

  

Plural when Elohim - God in Scripture it conveys that God is creator (Gen 5). The King (Ps. 47:7), Judge (Ps 
50:6) The Lord (Ps 86:12) Savior (Ps 116:5) Faithful to His Covenant (Deut 7:9) His Character is compassionate 
(Deut 4:31) gracious (Ps 116:5) 

 

#3. Bara - Created H1254 

 ּברא

bar̂a'̂ 
baw-raw' 

A primitive root; (absolutely) to create; (qualified) to cut down (a wood), select, feed (as formative processes): - 
choose, create (creator), cut down, dispatch, do, make (fat). 

  

A verb meaning to create, only God is the subject of this verb. It is used for His creating heaven and earth (Gen 

1:1), humanity (Gen 1:27) the heavenly host (Isa. 40:26), The ends of the Earth (Isa. 40:28) north and south 

(Ps. 89:12) righteousness, salvation (ISa 45:8) evil (ISa 45:7) evil (Isa 45:7) cleanse heart (Ps 51:10) a new 

heaven and new earth (Isa 65:17) 
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#4. Heaven -Shamayim H8064 

 ׁשמה    ׁשמים

sham̂ayim  sham̂eh 

shaw-mah'-yim, shaw-meh' 

The second form being dual of an unused singular; from an unused root meaning to be lofty; the sky (as aloft; 
the dual perhaps alluding to the visible arch in which the clouds move, as well as to the higher ether where the 
celestial bodies revolve): - air, X astrologer, heaven (-s). 

 

To be lofty, the sky, a masculine noun meaning sky, heaven, abode, firmament, air, stars. The word describes 

everything that God made besides the earth, God made the heavens of the universe. 

 

#5 Formless - Tohu H8414 

 ּתהּו

tôhu ̂

to'-hoo 

From an unused root meaning to lie waste; a desolation (of surface), that is, desert; figuratively a worthless 
thing; adverbially in vain: - confusion, empty place, without form, nothing, (thing of) nought, vain, vanity, 
waste, wilderness. 

 

To lie waste, a desolation (of surface) i.e. desert - in vain, confusion, empty place without formless, confusion 

 

#6 - Void - Bohu H922 

 ּבהּו

bôhû 
bo'-hoo 

From an unused root (meaning to be empty); a vacuity, that is, (superficially) an undistinguishable ruin: - 
emptiness, void. 

 

#7. Darkness - Hosek H2822 

 חׁשך

chôshek 

kho-shek' 

From H2821; the dark; hence (literally) darkness; figuratively misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, 
wickedness: - dark (-ness), night, obscurity. 

  

The dark darkness (figurtively) misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness dark, night, obscurity. 

Masculine Noun Disorder. 
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#8 Light - OR H216 

 אור

'ôr 
ore 

From H215; illumination or (concretely) luminary (in every sense, including lightning, happiness, etc.): - 
bright, clear, + day, light (-ning), morning, sun. 

 

Illumination- a masculine noun meaning light. In a literal sense, it is used primarily to refer to light from the 

heavenly bodies (Jer 31:35, Ezek 32:7) One day God, who is clothed with light (a manifestation of His 

splendor) will replace the light of the heavens with His own ligth. 

Psalm 104:2, Isa 60:19-20, Rev 21:23, 22::5 

Also Victory - Micah 7:8-9 

Justice & Righteousness - Isaiah 59:9 

Guidance Psalm 119:105 a bearer of deliverance - Isaiah 49:6 and to walk in the light, meaning to live by Gods 

known standards, Isaiah 2:5 

 

#9 Ruach - Spirit H7307 

 רּוח

rûach 

roo'-akh 

From H7306; wind; by resemblance breath, that is, a sensible (or even violent) exhalation; figuratively life, 
anger, unsubstantiality; by extension a region of the sky; by resemblance spirit, but only of a rational being 
(including its expression and functions): - air, anger, blast, breath, X cool, courage, mind, X quarter, X side, 
spirit ([-ual]), tempest, X vain, ([whirl-]) wind (-y). 

  

Wind, Breath - a femine noun meaning sprit, wind breath. The word is used to refer to the Spirit of YHWH.  

Inspired Prophets - Numbers 11:17, 25, 1 Sam 10:6, 19:20 

The Spirit of YHWH = Ruach HaKodesh 

 

#10 - Rahap - Moved H7363 

 רחף

raĉhaph 

raw-khaf' 

A primitive root; to brood; by implication to be relaxed: - flutter, move, shake. 

#11 Waters - Mayim H4325 

 מים

mayim 
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mah'-yim 

Dual of a primitive noun (but used in a singular sense); water; figuratively juice; by euphemism urine, semen: 
-  +  wasting, water (-ing, [-course, -flood, -spring]). 

 

#12. Earth - Eretz H776 

 ארץ

'erets 

eh'-rets 

From an unused root probably meaning to be firm; the earth (at large, or partitively a land): -  X common, 
country, earth, field, ground, land, X nations, way, + wilderness, world. 
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Genesis 1:1 

 In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the earth.  
 

#1 The very first WORD in the Torah is B'reisheet and reveals in the Hebrew the purpose for Creation. 

Words found in Bereisheit - In The Beginning 

 בראׁשית

- ב  Beit = House - Enlarged Beit 

  Bar = Son  בר

 Brit = Covenant ברת

Beit Bar Brit- House for His Son - by Covenant with for the Beginning 

The first things established in the Beginning per the Rabbis was Israel, Torah and The Messiah 

 

Unity of the Messiah and His Torah 

Proverbs 2:1-2, Proverbs 3:1, 13, 16-18, Proverbs 8:22-23, Proverbs 3:19, 

 1 Cor. 1:24, Col 1:15-16 

 

#2 .Elohim is the first revealed name of our Creator. 

#3. The Aleph Tav - את 

Rev. 22:13 - Yeshua is the Aleph-Tav 

Isaiah 44:6 - Yeshua 

Yochanan 1:1-18 - Yeshua is The Word Of Elohim 

 

Aramaic - Memra - A technical  theological word/term used by the Rabbis in teh centuries 

before and after Yeshua when speaking of God's expression of himself. 

IN the Septugent logos translates into Hebrew - DAVAR, which can not only mean "word" but 

"then" or "matter" hence the Messianic Jew Richard Wurmbrand has suggested this 

midrashic understading of the initial phrase of this verse. 

"In the beginning was the real thing” 



 

P
ag

e9
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY GOD CREATED 

1 "OR" LIGHT 

2 "RAKIYA" Separating 

A. The Mayim above  =Shamayim and  

B. The Mayim below = Yamim 

3a YABASHA  Called the ARETZ The Land 

3b Vegetation (on the Aretz) 

A. Seed=Bearing plans "ESEV MAZRIA 

ZERA" 

B. Fruit-Bearing Trees 

"ETZ  PRI  OSEH PRI 

4 Lights in the SHAMAYIM (Sun, Moon, 

Stars, etc.) 

5   Living Creatures 

A. Birds in the Sky 

RAKIYA SHAMYIM 

B. Fish in the Sea 

MAYIM 

6a Living Creatures who live on the ARETZ 

(land) Animals - all forms 

6b Man - B'tzelem 

ELOKIM, blessed by God to dominate all 

other living creatures 

God assigns the appropriate food for these living creatures 

1. Man - can eat vegetation and fruit (1:29) 

2. Animals - can eat only vegetation and grass (1:30 

DAY 7                                 SHABBAT 

GOD RESTED AND HIS CREATON WAS COMPLETE 
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Thus the Messiah existed before all creation (In fact he was involved in creation_ Col. 1:15-17, 

Hebrew 1:2-3 

The Talmud too teaches the Messiah's pre-existence. According to a baraita (an unattributed 

teaching from the mishnah period rabbis who are known as Tanna'im)  "It was taught that 

seven things were created before the world was created they are the Torah, repentance, The 

Garden of  Eden, Gey-Hinan, The Throne of Glory, the Temple and the Name of the 

Messiah, as it is written; May his name (as understood here, the name of the Messiah) 

endure forever, may his name produce issue prior to the Sun" 

Psalm72:17 (Pesachim 54a, N'darim 39a  also Midrash in Psalm 93:3 

(Jewish NT Commentary David H. Stern JNTP Pub. pg 153-154) 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER; 
 

1. V. 1. What is the significance of the use of the Hebrew word Elohim (a plural form) for G-d in this 
verse? What impact does this verse have on the foundational claim of the Bible to speak into our lives? 
 
2. V. 1. What is the significance of the use of the Hebrew word aleph-tav that is not translated into 
English? Relate this to Revelation 22:13 and Yesha=yahu 44:6. Discuss other Scriptures found in the 
Brit Chadashah that amplify this understanding, particularly Yochanan 1:1-18. What insights do you 
gain from the Jewish New Testament Commentary on this passage? 
 
3. V. 2. Was the Ruach HaKodesh also present? If so, did he play a role in the creation story? 
If so, what? In light of questions 1 and 2 above, what is the significance of his presence in the 
unfolding of the creation? 
 
4. Vs. 1-31. Considering these verses as a whole, what impressions do you have from them regarding 
the nature of Elohim and his creation? What did Elohim think about his handiwork? What does the 
Biblical concept of creation add to your understanding of the sovereignty of Elohim? How is your faith 
affected by this understanding of the nature of Elohim and his creation of the heavens and the earth 
and all that they contain? 
 

5. Vs. 2:1-3. What is the significance of these three vs. in relationship to all of chapter 1? How do these 
affect your understanding of the nature of Elohim? How does this understanding affect your faith 
in practice?i 
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Noach Study – Genesis 6:9 to 8:14Year 1 

Genesis 6:9 - 8:14 

Gen 6:9  These are the generations of Noah. Noah was in his generations a man righteous and whole-

hearted; Noah walked with God.  

Gen 6:10  And Noah begot three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

Gen 6:11  And the earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  

Gen 6:12  And God saw the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon 

the earth.  

Gen 6:13  And God said unto Noah: 'The end of all flesh is come before Me; for the earth is filled with 

violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  

Gen 6:14  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; with rooms shalt thou make the ark, and shalt pitch it within and 

without with pitch.  

Gen 6:15  And this is how thou shalt make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 

cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.  

Gen 6:16  A light shalt thou make to the ark, and to a cubit shalt thou finish it upward; and the door of the ark 

shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  

Gen 6:17  And I, behold, I do bring the flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath 

of life, from under heaven; every thing that is in the earth shall perish.  

Gen 6:18  But I will establish My covenant with thee; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and 

thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.  

Gen 6:19  And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them 

alive with thee; they shall be male and female.  

Gen 6:20  Of the fowl after their kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground 

after its kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.  

Gen 6:21  And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, 

and for them.'  

Gen 6:22  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.  

 
Gen 7:1  And the LORD said unto Noah: 'Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous 

before Me in this generation.  

Gen 7:2  Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee seven and seven, each with his mate; and of the beasts that are not 

clean two and two, each with his mate;  

Gen 7:3  of the fowl also of the air, seven and seven, male and female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.  

Gen 7:4  For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living 

substance that I have made will I blot out from off the face of the earth.'  

Gen 7:5  And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.  

Gen 7:6  And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.  

Gen 7:7  And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of 

the flood.  

Gen 7:8  Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the ground,  

Gen 7:9  there went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, male and female, as God commanded Noah.  

Gen 7:10  And it came to pass after the seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.  

Gen 7:11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same 

day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.  

Gen 7:12  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  

Gen 7:13  In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the 

three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;  
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Gen 7:14  they, and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth 

upon the earth after its kind, and every fowl after its kind, every bird of every sort.  

Gen 7:15  And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life.  

Gen 7:16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God commanded him; and the LORD shut him 

in.  

Gen 7:17  And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it was lifted up 

above the earth.  

Gen 7:18  And the waters prevailed, and increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.  

Gen 7:19  And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high mountains that were under the whole 

heaven were covered.  

Gen 7:20  Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.  

Gen 7:21  And all flesh perished that moved upon the earth, both fowl, and cattle, and beast, and every swarming thing 

that swarmeth upon the earth, and every man;  

Gen 7:22  all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, whatsoever was in the dry land, died.  

Gen 7:23  And He blotted out every living substance which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and 

creeping thing, and fowl of the heaven; and they were blotted out from the earth; and Noah only was left, and they 

that were with him in the ark.  

Gen 7:24  And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hundred and fifty days.  

 

Gen 8:1  And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and 

God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged;  

Gen 8:2  the fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was 

restrained.  

Gen 8:3  And the waters returned from off the earth continually; and after the end of a hundred and fifty days the 

waters decreased.  

Gen 8:4  And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.  

Gen 8:5  And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, 

were the tops of the mountains seen.  

Gen 8:6  And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made.  

Gen 8:7  And he sent forth a raven, and it went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth.  

Gen 8:8  And he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground.  

Gen 8:9  But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him to the ark, for the waters were on 

the face of the whole earth; and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her in unto him into the ark.  

Gen 8:10  And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark.  

Gen 8:11  And the dove came in to him at eventide; and lo in her mouth an olive-leaf freshly plucked; so Noah knew that 

the waters were abated from off the earth.  

Gen 8:12  And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; and she returned not again unto him any more.  

Gen 8:13  And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters 

were dried up from off the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the face of the 

ground was dried.  

Gen 8:14  And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dry.  
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Dr.J.H. Hertz Commentary 

Introduction 
 

Building of the Ark vs. 9-12 

 

Vs. 9 These are the generations i.e. This is the story of Noach 

 

Righteousness - In his actions, in his relationship with his fellows 

 

Whole Hearted - Blameless, faultless 

 

In His Generations - The Rabbis point out that these words may be understood as stating that, despite the 

depravity which raged around him, he remained unspotted and untainted by corruption. It may however also 

mean that in is  geneartions i.e. judged by the low standards of his age, Noach was righteous bu thad he lived in 

the period of Abraham, he would not have been conspicuos for goodness. 

 

Noah walked with God - But Abraham, scripture latter tells us, walked before God.  

Example: A father takes his young child by the hand, so that the latter walks with him, but he allows an older, 

mature child to walk before him. In moral strength, Abraham was the supriorior of Noach (Midrash) 

 

Related Words; 
 

Root - Nun Chet 

 

Nach - restful, quiesent 

 

Noach - Convenient, congenial, easy going, pleasant 

 

Nuach - To rest, lie down, respose settle down 

 

Nuach Nefes - deceased (resting soul) 

 

Nucho Eden - may he rest in paradise 

 

Chayim Nochim - Comfortable life 

 

Nochoot - convenience, comfort 

 

Nacha alav ruach - to be inspired (rested upon him, the spirt) 
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Key Words 

#1 Walked 
H1980 

 הלך

hal̂ak 

BDB Definition: 

1) to go, walk, come 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to go, walk, come, depart, proceed, move, go away 

1a2) to die, live, manner of life (figuratively) 

1b) (Piel) 

1b1) to walk 

1b2) to walk (figuratively) 

1c) (Hithpael) 

1c1) to traverse 

1c2) to walk about 

1d) (Niphal) to lead, bring, lead away, carry, cause to walk 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: akin to H3212, a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 498 

 

 

#2 Righteous - #6662 
H6662 

 צּדיק

tsaddıŷq 

BDB Definition: 

1) just, lawful, righteous 

1a) just, righteous (in government) 

1b) just, right (in one’s cause) 

1c) just, righteous (in conduct and character) 

1d) righteous (as justified and vindicated by God) 

1e) right, correct, lawful 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H6663 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1879c 
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#3 Blameless - #8549 
H8549 

 ּתמים

tam̂ıŷm 

BDB Definition: 

1) complete, whole, entire, sound 

1a) complete, whole, entire 

1b) whole, sound, healthful 

1c) complete, entire (of time) 

1d) sound, wholesome, unimpaired, innocent, having integrity 

1e) what is complete or entirely in accord with truth and fact (neuter adjective/substantive) 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H8552 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2522d 

 

 

#4 Corrupt - #7843 
H7843 

 ׁשחת

shaĉhath 

BDB Definition: 

1) to destroy, corrupt, go to ruin, decay 

1a) (Niphal) to be marred, be spoiled, be corrupted, be corrupt, be injured, be ruined, be rotted 

1b) (Piel) 

1b1) to spoil, ruin 

1b2) to pervert, corrupt, deal corruptly (morally) 

1c) (Hiphil) 

1c1) to spoil, ruin, destroy 

1c2) to pervert, corrupt (morally) 

1c3) destroyer (participle) 

1d) (Hophal) spoiled, ruined (participle) 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2370 
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#5  Violence - #2555 
H2555 

 חמס

cham̂aŝ 

BDB Definition: 

1) violence, wrong, cruelty, injustice 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2554 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 678a 

 

 

#6 Covenant - #1285 
H1285 

 ּברית

berıŷth 

BDB Definition: 

1) covenant, alliance, pledge 

1a) between men 

1a1) treaty, alliance, league (man to man) 

1a2) constitution, ordinance (monarch to subjects) 

1a3) agreement, pledge (man to man) 

1a4) alliance (of friendship) 

1a5) alliance (of marriage) 

1b) between God and man 

1b1) alliance (of friendship) 

1b2) covenant (divine ordinance with signs or pledges) 

2) (phrases) 

2a) covenant making 

2b) covenant keeping 

2c) covenant violation 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H1262 (in the sense of cutting [like 1254]) 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 282a 
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#7 Grace 
H2580 

 חן

chen̂ 

BDB Definition: 

1) favour, grace, charm 

1a) favour, grace, elegance 

1b) favour, acceptance 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2603 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 694a 

 

 

# 8 Flood 
H3999 

 מּבּול

mabbul̂ 
BDB Definition: 

1) flood, deluge. 

1a) Noah’s flood that submerged the entire planet earth under water for about a year 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2986 in the sense of flowing 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1142 

 

The 12 “I wills” of God to Noach 

1. I will destroy them with the Earth – 6:13 

2. I will establish my covenant with you-6:18 

3. I will cause it to rain upon the Earth-7:4 

4. I will destroy every living substance – 7:4 

5. I will not curse the ground again -8:21 

6. I will not smite every living thing again-8:21 

7. I will require life for life – 9:5 

8. I will require blood of beasts that kill -9:5 

9. I will require blood of men who kill – 9:5 

10. I will establish my covenant with you – 9:11 

11. I will remember my covenant with you – 9:15 

12. I will look upon the rainbow – 9:16 
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Hertz Commentary - Vs 14 

The Rabbis say that the construction of the Ark occupied Noach for 120 years, in order to give his 

contemporaries an opportunity to repent. Thus curiosity would naturally be aroused by what Noach was 

doing and He would answer their inquire by warning them of the judgment which God was bringing on 

mankind. They however scoffed at him, and gave him no heed to his words. 

 

Physics and the Bible: 

The Terrible Flood of Noah 

by Lambert Dolphin 

Before the Fall  

The early earth after creation is nowhere pictured as a place of smoking volcanoes, sulfureous fumes and violent 

quakes. The Apostle Peter quite simply says that the earth "was formed out of water and by means of water" (2 Peter 

3:5). The whole purpose of creation was to produce an environment-a habitat-for man. In fact, the universe was 

designed for man to manage and govern (Gen 1:26-31, Heb 2:6-8). All this has changed as far as we are concerned-

Adam forfeited his rightful place as steward over the creation. The world we live in has been ruined, and the human 
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race in its ongoing rebellion against God continues to require interventions by God when He calls men into courts of 

judgment. God's last major judgment was the Flood of Noah-and this great disaster was actually not very long ago in 

the history of our race.  

Seventy-one percent of the earth's surface today is indeed water-the oceans average 3.8 kilometers deep. Only 29% 

of the earth's surface is land-whose average elevation is only 623 meters! If all the continents and land masses were 

leveled into the sea using a giant bulldozer, nearly two miles of water would cover our entire earth. Glaciers and ice 

caps hold about two percent of earth's water; were they all to melt, sea levels around the world would rise 40 meters-

a big problem for many large sea-level cities should this happen. The earth's atmosphere today holds only about two 
inches of precipitable water-this is constantly being replenished by the hydrologic cycle.1  

Before the Flood  

The earth before the Flood of Noah was a very different place! Our long years of educational brainwashing in the 

mythology of evolutionary theory and an old-earth has numbed us to the clear testimony of the Bible that God's 

intervention in human affairs during the time of Noah, the tenth man from Adam, changed things forever on our 

planet.2 Since Old Testament chronologies are actually quite complete, we can date the Flood as most likely 

occurring between 2500 B.C. and 3400 B.C.- depending on our choice of the Masoretic Hebrew text or the Greek 

Septuagint of the Old Testament, respectively. The earth before the Flood seems to have possessed a uniform sub-

tropical climate. There may have been no rainfall, no ice and snow, and no major seasonal changes. (For instance, 

palm tree fossils have been found in Alaska, frozen warm-climate mammoths in Siberia, and coal in Antarctica.) The 

oceans would have been much warmer, and earth's rivers and streams may well have originated in powerful springs-
such as the spring that supplied the four rivers of Eden.  

I personally subscribe to a vapor canopy model of earth's atmosphere before the Flood, which could have provided 

the greenhouse effect for a worldwide mild climate. But vapor canopy models are very limited by basic 

thermodynamic considerations. In his classic pioneering study,3 Joseph Dillow suggested a pre-Flood atmospheric 

pressure at sea level twice the present value-a big help to the extinct flying reptile Pteranadon, who would probably 

not get off the ground in today's atmosphere. But too much water vapor in the upper atmosphere before the Flood 

would obscure the stars, and even the sun and moon, because of perpetual cloud cover. And for the atmosphere to 

support the weight of additional water vapor, the surface temperature would have to rise rapidly toward the boiling 

point of water. Condensation of water vapor during very heavy, prolonged rainfall would release enormous amounts 
of latent heat of condensation. 

However, in spite of these difficulties, a modest vapor canopy - perhaps holding 40 feet of rain water - may have 
existed prior to the deluge of the Flood.  

The Flood 

Most of the water for the great Flood of Noah came from the so-called "fountains of the great deep" (Gen 7:11). This 

source of water is mentioned before the rain from the "windows of heaven."  

During the formation of the earth on the second and third days of creation, large quantities of water were evidently 

placed between the earth's crust and mantle in what might be called giant subterranean reservoirs. This water was 

probably under high pressure to begin with (causing artesian springs and geysers to abound), but after the fall of man 

and the angels-when some of the heavier atomic elements were apparently made unstable by reduced nuclear binding 

forces so that radioactive decay commenced - the shorter-lived isotopes could well have heated the subsurface to a 

point of criticality where it could scarcely be contained by the strength of the overlying crust. We mentioned this in 

last month's article as a possible cause for the explosion of a planet where the asteroid belt now is found.  

http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
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Extensive volcanic activity may have occurred at the same time-the fountains of the great deep were thus broken 

open and volcanic ash hurtling into the stratosphere could have collapsed the vapor canopy by dispersing 

condensation nuclei around which raindrops formed.4  

[Incidentally, gravitational compaction of the earth at the time of earth's formation would not have raised the interior 

temperature above 1000 degrees C, yet the earth's core-present temperature about 4300 degrees-has evidently melted 

and overturned in the past. Radioactive heating is believed to have supplied the extra energy needed - see 
http://www.ldolphin.org/Early.html] 

The Flood in Noah's time was certainly a direct act of judgment by God on a world which had become thoroughly 
and continually evil:  

"Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 

heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in 

His heart. And the Lord said, 'I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to 

animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.'" (Genesis 6:5-7)  

Since God is in full control of nature-there are no "accidents" in God's universe-the exact mechanisms the Lord used 

to initiate the Flood need not preoccupy our attention. Erudite scientific models for the geophysical processes that 

accompanied the Flood have been presented at three Pittsburgh International Conferences on Creation5- the 

proceedings are available and highly recommended. Dr. Walter Brown's outstanding book on the Flood, which can 

be found on the Internet,6 especially concentrates on possible mechanisms for the bursting open of the fountains of 
the great deep.  

Was the Flood Global? 

The Hebrew language has several words to describe ordinary floods, but Genesis 7-11 uses the unique word mabbul 

(found only elsewhere in Psalm 29:10). When Hebrew scholars put the Old Testament into Greek, they chose the 

Greek word kataklusmos, from the verb "to inundate," in place of the Hebrew mabbul. All the language of Genesis, 

and especially the words of the Apostle Peter, give us the clearest possible picture of a worldwide, cataclysmic, 

universal disaster from which only eight human beings escaped with their lives. Warning of false teachers and 
strong-willed skeptics, Peter tells us:  

"For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, 

reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with 

seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly... Know this first of all, that in the last days 

mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, 'Where is the promise of His 

coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.' For when 

they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But 

the present heavens and earth by His Word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction 
of ungodly men..." (2 Peter 2:4-5, 3:3-7)  

Noah and his sons (and perhaps some hired hands) probably had less than 76 years to build the Ark in which Noah's 

family and selected animals were to find refuge from the Flood. We know the size of the Ark from Genesis 6:14-16, 

and many fine books have been written in recent years7 analyzing the design and adequacies of this great barge. The 

Ark is said to have landed on the Mountains of Ararat in Eastern Turkey after the Flood. Many amazing search 
expeditions<8 have been launched in our century, though all have thus far been inconclusive. 

There would be no need to labor many decades building a boat to escape a local flood-simple flight to the next valley 

or to a nearby mountain would have sufficed. Nor would a local flood require such an elaborate plan to save 
representative animal species.  Conclusion - FLOOD WAS WORLDWIDE 

http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.ldolphin.org/Early.html
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/1997/12/#notes
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The Noadic Covenant - Rainbow  

This Covenant comes into play in Chapter 9 of Genesis 

C. The Provisions of the Covenant 

First: man was to repopulate the earth (vv. 1, 7). With the exception of eight people, the entire human race was 

destroyed by the Flood. Man had vastly increased in numbers, but the wickedness of man was great in the earth 

(Gen. 6:5). Thus God brought universal judgment upon the earth. After the Flood, the earth was essentially empty 

again. Only eight people remained to re-populate the entire earth. Just as with the Edenic Covenant, man was 

again commissioned to repopulate the earth, but the command to subdue the earth is not repeated. With man’s 

fall, he lost his authority and Satan usurped it. Thus Satan is the prince of this world (Jn. 12:31) and the god of 

this world (2 Cor. 4:4). Satan has authority over all the kingdoms of this world and can offer them to whomsoever 

he will (Lk. 4:6). He made that offer to the Seed of the woman, Yeshua (Jesus), who turned it down. He will offer 

it some day to the seed of Satan, the Antichrist, who will accept it (Rev. 13:1–3). 

Second: the fear of man was put into animals and man was to dominate them (v. 2). While man had lost authority 

over the earth, he was still to dominate and have authority over the animal kingdom. For this reason, the fear of 

man was placed in animals. This fear was a means of self preservation due to the next provision. 

Third: man’s diet was to consist of both every moving thing and the green herb (v. 3). Previously, his diet had 

been vegetarian, but now all animals were included. No limitations whatsoever are given in the passage, thus all 

animals were fit for food. 

(I feel that this allowing to eat animals, still included only those that were clean, i.e. which would be included 

among the animals on the Ark.  Only clean animals are considered food and even though it does not say so 

in this portion of scripture it woud make sense that his was inferred by the law set forth) Rabbi Deborah's 

comments 

Fourth: man was forbidden to eat blood (v. 4). All creature life, both man and animal, is blood sustained. Blood 

is the symbol of life, and the shedding of blood is the symbol of death. Because blood is the symbol of life, God 

commanded that it not be eaten or drunk. 

Fifth: capital punishment became a part of the human economy for the first time in (vv. 5–6). When Cain killed 

Abel, Cain was not executed because capital punishment had not yet been instituted. The provision for capital 

punishment came with the Noahic Covenant and all murderers were to be executed. 

Sixth: the promise of the covenant is that humanity would never again be destroyed by a world wide flood (vv. 

8–11). While there would be local floods that would destroy portions of humanity, never again would there be a 

world wide flood. In the future, there will be a passing away and destruction of earth’s present system, but it will 

not be by means of a universal flood. This shows that the Noahic Flood was universal, not local. 

Seventh: the token of the covenant was the rainbow (vv. 12–17). Not every covenant came with a sign or token, 

but this one did. This was the first time in human history that the rainbow ever appeared. Rain did not exist before 

the world wide flood and the earth was watered by a mist that came daily upon the vegetation. Rainbows come in 

conjunction with rain. So for the first time in human experience the rainbow appeared, and God’s promise that 

humanity will not be destroyed by a flood again should come to remembrance every time a rainbow is seen1 

It is sad that this beautiful covenant sign has been stolen and its meaning has been perverted by the 

Homosexual agenda. 

                                                           
1 Fruchtenbaum, A. G. (1983). Vol. 21: The Messianic Bible Study Collection (12–13). Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries. 
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Scriptures To Ponder - Evil Times in Scripture 

Genesis 6:12 

2 Kings 19:10 

Psalm 12:1, 14:1 

Isaiah 57:1 

Isaiah 59:14 

Micah 7:2 

2 Timothy 3:1-2, 4:3 

Ephesians 5:16 

Romans 1:21 

Matthew 24 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

Questions to Ponder 

1. 6:5-12. Describe the conditions found in the world. What was YHVH's state of mind about his 
creation? What were his intentions to remedy this situation? What parallels do you see between the 
condition of the world today and the condition at the time of Noach? What did the Prophets and the 
Brit Chadashah have to say about the future condition of the world? What reference did Y'shua make 
to these times and future judgment? Are they applicable today? 
 
2. 6:13-22. What attribute(s) of YHVH was displayed in his communications with Noach and 
specifically how was this attribute(s) manifested? What covenant would YHVH establish with Noach? 
What was Noach's response and how was it manifested? What attributes of spiritual life did Noach 
demonstrate? 
 
3. 6:13-7:10. Describe the rescue plan provided by YHVH to Noach. What were the specific physical 
benefits of the plan and the Ark to Noach, his family, and YHVH's creation? What things, both 
physically and spiritually, did Noach have to do to receive these benefits? What parallel spiritual 
benefits are symbolized by the Ark of YHVH? According to the Scriptures of the Brit Chadashah, what 
must one do today in order to receive these benefits, both physically and spiritually? What other 
parallels do you see between the rescue plan for Noach and the rescue plan for his Torah-believing 
and observant descendants at the end of days? 
 
4. 7:11-8:19. Describe the flood in terms of: (1) the mechanism YHVH used; (2) the duration; (3) the 
coverage and the depth; (4) the extent of destruction. Imagine that you were one of Noach's sons 
ordaughters in law. Describe your emotional state during: (2) the first 40 days; (2) the next nine 
months; (3) the last 60 days; (4) the first few days on dry land.ii 
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Additional Study Questions 

#1. What are we to make of the fact that animals are distinguished between clean and unclean? 

#2. How did Noach get the animals to come and even the ark: 

#3. When animals come together there were surely those who naturally preyed upon others, how were 

they able to "get along" at his point? 

#4. Did God really shut the door behind Noach and was the flood of such a nature that it covered the 

whole earth, or only the earth as Noach knew it? (Picture of the closing of the Gates on Yom Kippur) 

#5. What does the phrase "A righteous man" mean?  This combo only found 3x's in the Tenach 

 2 Samuel 4:11 

 1 Kings 2:32 

 Ezekiel 23:45 

#6. What similarities do we see between Noah's generation and the time we currently live in?  List them 

 

Study Resourcesiii 
 

 

Additional Study Questions 

#1. What are we to make of the fact that animals are distinguished between clean and unclean? 

#2. How did Noach get the animals to come and even the ark: 

#3. When animals come together there were surely those who naturally preyed upon others, how were 

they able to "get along" at his point? 

#4. Did God really shut the door behind Noach and was the flood of such a nature that it covered the 

whole earth, or only the earth as Noach knew it? (Picture of the closing of the Gates on Yom Kippur) 

#5. What does the phrase "A righteous man" mean?  This combo only found 3x's in the Tenach 

 2 Samuel 4:11 

 1 Kings 2:32 

 Ezekiel 23:45 

#6. What similarities do we see between Noah's generation and the time we currently live in?  List them 
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 Lech L’cha – 1st Year – Genesis 12:1-13:18 

 

Gen 12:1  Now the LORD said unto Abram: 'Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 

from thy father's house, unto the land that I will show thee.  

Gen 12:2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be 

thou a blessing.  

Gen 12:3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse; and in thee shall all 

the families of the earth be blessed.'  

Gen 12:4  So Abram went, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him; and Abram was seventy 

and five years old when he departed out of Haran.  

Gen 12:5  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had 

gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and 

into the land of Canaan they came.  

Gen 12:6  And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Shechem, unto the terebinth of Moreh. And the 

Canaanite was then in the land.  

Gen 12:7  And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said: 'Unto thy seed will I give this land'; and he 

builded there an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.  

Gen 12:8  And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, 

having Beth-el on the west, and Ai on the east; and he builded there an altar unto the LORD, and 

called upon the name of the LORD.  

Gen 12:9  And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.  

Gen 12:10  And there was a famine in the land; and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the 

famine was sore in the land.  

Gen 12:11  And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife: 

'Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon.  

Gen 12:12  And it will come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they will say: This is his wife; and 

they will kill me, but thee they will keep alive.  

Gen 12:13  Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister; that it may be well with me for thy sake, and that my soul may 

live because of thee.'  

Gen 12:14  And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that 

she was very fair.  

Gen 12:15  And the princes of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into 

Pharaoh's house.  

Gen 12:16  And he dealt well with Abram for her sake; and he had sheep, and oxen, and he-asses, and men-

servants, and maid-servants, and she-asses, and camels.  

Gen 12:17  And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.  

Gen 12:18  And Pharaoh called Abram, and said: 'What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not 

tell me that she was thy wife?  

Gen 12:19  Why saidst thou: She is my sister? so that I took her to be my wife; now therefore behold thy wife, 

take her, and go thy way.'  

Gen 12:20  And Pharaoh gave men charge concerning him; and they brought him on the way, and his wife, and 

all that he had.  

Gen 13:1  And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the 

South.  

Gen 13:2  And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.  

Gen 13:3  And he went on his journeys from the South even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been 

at the beginning, between Beth-el and Ai;  
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Gen 13:4  unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first; and Abram called there on the 

name of the LORD.  

Gen 13:5  And Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.  

Gen 13:6  And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together; for their substance was great, 

so that they could not dwell together.  

Gen 13:7  And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle. And 

the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in the land.  

Gen 13:8  And Abram said unto Lot: 'Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 

herdmen and thy herdmen; for we are brethren.  

Gen 13:9  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me; if thou wilt take the left 

hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou take the right hand, then I will go to the left.'  

Gen 13:10  And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered every 

where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of 

Egypt, as thou goest unto Zoar.  

Gen 13:11  So Lot chose him all the plain of the Jordan; and Lot journeyed east; and they separated themselves 

the one from the other.  

Gen 13:12  Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the Plain, and moved his tent as 

far as Sodom.  

Gen 13:13  Now the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against the LORD exceedingly.  

Gen 13:14  And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him: 'Lift up now thine 

eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward;  

Gen 13:15  for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.  

Gen 13:16  And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that if a man can number the dust of the 

earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.  

Gen 13:17  Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for unto thee will I 

give it.'  

Gen 13:18  And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by the terebinths of Mamre, which are in Hebron, 

and built there an altar unto the LORD.  
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Genealogies: Stating Age at Fatherhood and Age at Death 

Adam (5:3–5) 

 

130/930 

 

Seth (5:6–8) 

 

105/912 

 

Enosh (5:9–11) 

 

90/905 

 

Kenan (5:12–14) 

 

70/910 

 

Mahalalel (5:15–17) 

 

65/895 

 

Jared (5:18–20) 

 

162/962 

 

Enoch (5:21–24) 

 

65/365 

 

Methuselah (5:25–27) 

 

187/969 

 

Lamech (5:28–31) 

 

182/777 

 

Noah (5:32; 9:29) 

 

500/950 

 

Shem (11:10–11) 

 

100/600 

 

Arpachshad (11:12–13) 

 

35/438 

 

Shelah (11:14–15) 

 

30/433 

 

Eber (11:16–17) 

 

34/464 

 

Peleg (11:18–19) 

 

30/239 

 

Reu (11:20–21) 

 

32/239 

 

Serug (11:22–23) 

 

30/230 

 

Nahor (11:24–25) 

 

29/148 

 

Terah (11:26–32) 

 

70/2052 

 

                                                           
2 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 60). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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Abraham’s Timeline 

 

Event 
 

Age of Abraham 
 

Genesis 
 

Abram departs from Haran, 

enters Canaan 

 

75 

 

12:4–5 

 

Abram fathers Ishmael with 

Hagar 

 

85–86 

 

16:3–4 

 

Abraham fathers Isaac with 

Sarah 

 

100 

 

21:5 

 

Abraham’s wife Sarah dies 

 

137 

 

23:1 

 

Abraham’s son Isaac marries 

Rebekah 

 

140 

 

25:20 

 

Abraham dies 

 

175 

 

25:73 

 

 

RELATED WORDS 

Lech L’Cha    Go forth yourself 

Halach    To go, wonder, travel, walk, depart, continue 

Hit’halech  To walk, stroll, lead a life 

Hit’halech et ha Halacha A law for the future (for days of Messiah) 

Halacha  Law, rule, tradition 

HaLeach-nefes mood, temperament 

Halach acharie einav Frame of mind to follow one’s inclination after his eyes 

Helech   Wonderer, wayfare 

                                                           
3 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 73). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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Key Words 

Brown-Driver-Briggs – Hebrew Definitions 

Land - H776 

 ארץ

'eretz 

BDB Definition: 

1) land, earth 

1a) earth 

1a1) whole earth (as opposed to a part) 

1a2) earth (as opposed to heaven) 

1a3) earth (inhabitants) 

1b) land 

1b1) country, territory 

1b2) district, region 

1b3) tribal territory 

1b4) piece of ground 

1b5) land of Canaan, Israel 

1b6) inhabitants of land 

1b7) Sheol, land without return, (under) world 

1b8) city (-state) 

1c) ground, surface of the earth 

1c1) ground 

1c2) soil 

1d) (in phrases) 

1d1) people of the land 

1d2) space or distance of country (in measurements of distance) 

1d3) level or plain country 

1d4) land of the living 

1d5) end(s) of the earth 

1e) (almost wholly late in usage) 

1e1) lands, countries 

1e1a) often in contrast to Canaan 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from an unused root probably meaning to be firm 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 167 
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Blessing- #1293 

H1293 

 ּברכה

berâkâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) blessing 

2) (source of) blessing 

3) blessing, prosperity 

4) blessing, praise of God 

5) a gift, present 

6) treaty of peace 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H1288 

 

Curse - #779 

H779 

 ארר

'ârar 

BDB Definition: 

1) to curse 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to curse 

1a2) cursed be he (participle used pr in curses) 

1b) (Niphal) to be cursed, cursed 

1c) (Piel) to curse, lay under a curse, put a curse on 

1d) (Hophal) to be made a curse, be cursed 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 168 

 

Wicked - #7451 

H7451 

 רע  /  רעה

ra‛  /  râ‛âh 

BDB Definition: 

1) bad, evil (adjective) 

1a) bad, disagreeable, malignant 
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1b) bad, unpleasant, evil (giving pain, unhappiness, misery) 

1c) evil, displeasing 

1d) bad (of its kind - land, water, etc) 

1e) bad (of value) 

1f) worse than, worst (comparison) 

1g) sad, unhappy 

1h) evil (hurtful) 

1i) bad, unkind (vicious in disposition) 

1j) bad, evil, wicked (ethically) 

1j1) in general, of persons, of thoughts 

1j2) deeds, actions 

2) evil, distress, misery, injury, calamity (noun masculine) 

2a) evil, distress, adversity 

2b) evil, injury, wrong 

2c) evil (ethical) 

3) evil, misery, distress, injury (noun feminine) 

3a) evil, misery, distress 

3b) evil, injury, wrong 

3c) evil (ethical) 

Part of Speech: see above in Definition 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7489 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2191a, 2191c 

 

Sinners - #2400 

H2400 

 חּטא

chatṭậ' 

BDB Definition: 

1) sinners (noun masculine) 

2) sinful (adjective) 

3) exposed to condemnation, reckoned as offenders (adjective) 

Part of Speech: see above in Definition 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: intensively from H2398 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 638b 
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Chumash – Intro 

 

A new creation – The Sidra begins a new birth of mankind, the story of Abraham and his descendants. 

First 2000 years from creation were the “Era of Desolation” 

 Adam had fallen 

 Able was murdered 

 Idolatry introduced 

 10 generations washed away by the flood 

 Tower of Babel – languages confused 

Abraham born in the year 1948 from creation. In the year 2000- 4 years from the dispersion and 6 before the 

death of Noah, he started to influence disciples to serve Hashem. 

With the emergency of Abraham the Era of Desolation had come to an end, and the Era of Torah had begun 

(Avodah Zarah 9a) 

With Abraham there began a profound change in the spiritual nature of mankind. The plan of creation was for 

all human beings to have an equal share in fulfilling the Divine mission and for the Torah to be given to all 

mankind. 

But after 20 generation of failure, the privilege of being God’s Chosen People was earned by Abraham and his 

offspring. They would receive the Torah and they would be in the vanguard perfecting the world and bringing 

all people to accept the Sovereignty of the One God (Avos, direct Hashem) 

The Concept of Trial 

Abraham did not win his new status by default, he had to prove his greatness by passing 10 tests of faith. By 

definition a Heavenly test is one that forces a person to choose between God’s will and his own nature or 

understanding of what is right. 

Abraham was tested by being forced to subordinate his wishes and wisdom to those of God. By doing so, he 

demonstrated his conviction that man’s highest goal is to accept the Divine wisdom is the sole truth. 

Since God knows all future events and how every person will respond to any given situation why was it 

necessary to test Abraham? According to Rambam the trials were meant to display to the world how a great 

man obeys God. Thus when Abraham set precedents in faithful obedience by his performance under extreme 

pressure, they became lessons for the rest of humanity. 

Rambam – God does not impose trials that are beyond the capacity of the individual. God tests only righteous 

people who will do His will, not the wicked who will disobey. 
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This all the Torah’s trial are for the benefit of those being tested. But that is only known to God. The person 

being tested has free choice and he must find the strength and wisdom to choose correctly, if he does, then he 

has translated his potential into action and made himself a greater person. 

 

Rambam’s list of Abrahams Trials (Rashi’s list is different) 

1. Abrahams exile from his family and homeland 

2. The hunger of Canaan after God had assured him that he would become a great 

nation 

3. The corruption of Egypt that resulted in the abduction of Sarah 

4. The war with the 4 Kings 

5. His marriage to Haegar after having despaired that Sarah would ever give birth 

6. The commandment of circumcision 

7. Abimelech’s abduction of Sarah 

8. Driving Haegar away after she had given birth 

9. The very distasteful command to drive away Ishmael 

10. The binding of Isaac on the alter 

 

Scriptures regarding Tests 

11 Corinthians 13:5-6 

1 John 4:1 

Revelation 2 

Revelation 3:10 

James 1:3 

Romans 5:3-4 

Romans 8:28 

11 Corinthians 4:17 

Romans 2:7 

1 Peter 1:1-16 

11 Peter 1 
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How do you react when you go through Tests and Trials?  Do you trust God, or do you question His love 

for you? 

Questions For Study 

Chapter 12:1-9.  

 

What are the three places from which YHVH called Avram and what are the three rewards promised?  

 

In what three ways did Avram benefit from his obedience?  

 

What essential lesson do we learn about the relationship between obedience and blessing?  

 

Upon arrival in the land of promise, what further promise did YHVH make to Avram and what was his 

response?  

 

What is the significance of the location of the second altar and what Avram did there?  

 

What lessons may we learn from the actions ofAvram and what does the commentary by the writers of the Brit 

Chadashah teach us? 

  

Chapter 12:10-20.  

 

When Avram left the land of promise, where did he go and why?  

 

What did he ask of his wife, Sarai, and why?  

 

What were the results initially, at the intermediate stage, and in the end?  

 

Who benefitted and who was hurt?  

 

What lessons may be learned from this episode? 

  

Chapter 13.  

 

To what location did Avram return and what did he do there?  

 

What significance do we derive from this second visit to this location?  

 

Why could Lot and Avram not dwell together and how did Avram avoid conflict?  

 

What did Lot choose, why did he make this choice and what were the 

consequences?  

 

What further promises does YHVH make to Avram?  

 

What is Avram's response?  

 

What lessons are reinforced in this chapter? 
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VaYera – And He Appeared – Year 1 

Genesis 18:1-18:33 

 

Gen 18:1  And the LORD appeared unto him by the terebinths of Mamre, as he sat in the tent door in the heat of the 

day;  

Gen 18:2  and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood over against him; and when he saw them, he ran 

to meet them from the tent door, and bowed down to the earth,  

Gen 18:3  and said: 'My lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant.  

Gen 18:4  Let now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet, and recline yourselves under the tree.  

Gen 18:5  And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and stay ye your heart; after that ye shall pass on; forasmuch as ye are come 

to your servant.' And they said: 'So do, as thou hast said.'  

Gen 18:6  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said: 'Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, 

knead it, and make cakes.'  

Gen 18:7  And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto the servant; and he 

hastened to dress it.  

Gen 18:8  And he took curd, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them 

under the tree, and they did eat.  

Gen 18:9  And they said unto him: 'Where is Sarah thy wife?' And he said: 'Behold, in the tent.'  

Gen 18:10  And He said: 'I will certainly return unto thee when the season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 

shall have a son.' And Sarah heard in the tent door, which was behind him. -  

Gen 18:11  Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the 

manner of women. -  

Gen 18:12  And Sarah laughed within herself, saying: 'After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being 

old also?'  

Gen 18:13  And the LORD said unto Abraham: 'Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying: Shall I of a surety bear a 

child, who am old?  

Gen 18:14  Is any thing too hard for the LORD. At the set time I will return unto thee, when the season cometh 

round, and Sarah shall have a son.'  

Gen 18:15  Then Sarah denied, saying: 'I laughed not'; for she was afraid. And He said: 'Nay; but thou didst laugh.'  

Gen 18:16  And the men rose up from thence, and looked out toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to bring them 

on the way.  

Gen 18:17  And the LORD said: 'Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am doing;  

Gen 18:18  seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 

shall be blessed in him?  

Gen 18:19  For I have known him, to the end that he may command his children and his household after him, that 

they may keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice; to the end that the LORD may bring 

upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him.'  

Gen 18:20  And the LORD said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and, verily, their sin is exceeding 

grievous.  

Gen 18:21  I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto 

Me; and if not, I will know.'  

Gen 18:22  And the men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom; but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  

Gen 18:23  And Abraham drew near, and said: 'Wilt Thou indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  

Gen 18:24  Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou indeed sweep away and not forgive the 

place for the fifty righteous that are therein?  

Gen 18:25  That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that so the righteous 

should be as the wicked; that be far from Thee; shall not the judge of all the earth do justly?'  

Gen 18:26  And the LORD said: 'If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will forgive all the place for their 

sake.'  
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Gen 18:27  And Abraham answered and said: 'Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust 

and ashes.  

Gen 18:28  Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous; wilt Thou destroy all the city for lack of five?' And He 

said: 'I will not destroy it, if I find there forty and five.'  

Gen 18:29  And he spoke unto Him yet again, and said: 'Peradventure there shall be forty found there.' And He said: 'I 

will not do it for the forty's sake.'  

Gen 18:30  And he said: 'Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.' 

And He said: 'I will not do it, if I find thirty there.'  

Gen 18:31  And he said: 'Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord. Peradventure there shall be twenty 

found there.' And He said: 'I will not destroy it for the twenty's sake.'  

Gen 18:32  And he said: 'Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once. Peradventure ten shall be 

found there.' And He said: 'I will not destroy it for the ten's sake.'  

Gen 18:33  And the LORD went His way, as soon as He had left off speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned unto his 

place.  

Related Words 
 

Ra-ah  To See, look at, behold 

Ra’ahb  To Witness 

Nirah  To be seen, appear, pretend, seen, exhibition, show 

L’hitraot See  you again 

R’ee  Mirror, Looking glass 

R’ayah  Proof, evidence 

 

Key Words 
 

Appeared - #H7200   

 ראה

ra'̂aĥ 

BDB Definition: 

1) to see, look at, inspect, perceive, consider 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to see 

1a2) to see, perceive 

1a3) to see, have vision 

1a4) to look at, see, regard, look after, see after, learn about, observe, watch, look upon, look out, find 
out 

1a5) to see, observe, consider, look at, give attention to, discern, distinguish 

1a6) to look at, gaze at 

1b) (Niphal) 
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1b1) to appear, present oneself 

1b2) to be seen 

1b3) to be visible 

1c) (Pual) to be seen 

1d) (Hiphil) 

1d1) to cause to see, show 

1d2) to cause to look intently at, behold, cause to gaze at 

1e) (Hophal) 

1e1) to be caused to see, be shown 

1e2) to be exhibited to 

1f) (Hithpael) to look at each other, face 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2095 

 

Wicked – H7563  

 רׁשע

raŝha‛̂ 
BDB Definition: 

1) wicked, criminal 

1a) guilty one, one guilty of crime (substantive) 

1b) wicked (hostile to God) 

1c) wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man) 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7561 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2222b 

 

 

Righteous - ##H6662 

  

 צּדיק

tsaddıŷq 

BDB Definition: 

1) just, lawful, righteous 

1a) just, righteous (in government) 

1b) just, right (in one’s cause) 

1c) just, righteous (in conduct and character) 

1d) righteous (as justified and vindicated by God) 

1e) right, correct, lawful 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H6663 
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Same Word by TWOT Number: 1879c 

 

Dr. J.H. Hertz Commentary 

Vs. 1 – And the Lord appeared unto him 

The Rabbis connect this chapter with the preceeding and declair that God visited the Patriarch during the 

indisposition which resulted from the circumcision. From this passage they deduce the duty of visiting the sick. 

Vs. 1- In the tent door 

Abraham was watching for passers-by to offer them hospitality an occupation in which he delighted 

 

Vs. 8 – And he stood by them 

In the East, the host does not sit with his guests, but stands and attends to their needs. 

Vs. 8 – And they did eat 

This is the only place in the Bible where celestial beings are mentioned as partaking of good, or as appearing to 

do so. 

The Rabbis deduced from this, that it was necessary to conform to the social habits of the people in whose midst 

one lives. 

Vs. 19 – Command his children 

Or “charge his children” AN important doctrine is taught in connection with te word “Command”, which has 

played a conspicuous part in Jewish Life. It is the sacred duty of the Israelite to transmit the Jewish heritage to 

his children after him. The last injunction of the true Jewish father to his children is that they walk in the “Way 

of the Lord” and live lives of probity and goodness. These injunctions were often put in writing: and this custom 

has given rise to a distinct type of literary production, the Jewish Etihical Will. 

Vs. 20 – The cry of Sodom 

The cries of those who suffered from the atrocious wickedness of the inhabitants of Sodom and who implored 

Heaven’s vengeance against their cruel oppressors.  

Could this be referring to Lot?  Was he the one crying out? 

Abrahams Intercession 

Abraham teaches two vital lessons; 

1) The supreme value of righteousness; and 

2) God’s readiness to pardon (Ezek 33:11) 

Great Intercessors 

Moses- Exodus 32:32, Numbers 12:13, 14:17, Deut 9:26 
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Samuel – 1 Samuel 7:5 

David – 1 Chronicles 21:17 

Divine Justice 

Psalm 103:6, Zephania 3:5, John 5:30, Romans 2:2 

God’s Righteousness 

Psalm 48:10 9:2, 119:137, 145:17, Jeremiah 23:6 

God A Judge 

Psalm 58:11, 96:13, Eccl 3:17, Hebrews 12:23 

God’s Mercy 

Psalm 103:11, Ezra 9:13 , Nehemiah 9:17 

 
New Testament References to Abraham and Sodom  by Yeshua and Apostles 
 

Mat_3:9 And do not suppose to say within yourselves, we have a father, Abraham. For I say to you that 

YAHWEH is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

 

Mat_8:11 But I say to you that many will come from east and west, and will recline with Abraham and Isaac 

and Jacob in the kingdom of Heaven, 

 

Mat_22:32 "I am the Elohim of Abraham, and the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob?" YAHWEH is not 

Elohim of the dead, but of the living. (Ex. 3: 6) 

 

Mar_12:26 But concerning the dead, that they are raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, as YAHWEH 

spoke to him at the Bush, saying, "I am the Elohim of Abraham, and the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of 

Jacob?" (Ex. 3:6) 

 

 

Luk_3:8 Then bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say within yourselves, We have 

Abraham as father. For I say to you that YAHWEH is able to raise up children to Abraham out of these stones. 

 

Luk_13:16 And this one being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, lo, eighteen years, ought she not 

to be freed from this bond on the Sabbath day? 

 

Luk_13:28 There will be weeping and gnashing of the teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 

the prophets in the kingdom of YAHWEH, but yourselves being thrust outside. 

 

Luk_16:22 And it happened, the poor one died and was carried away by the cherubs into the bosom of 

Abraham. And the rich one also died and was buried. 
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Luk_16:23 And being in torments in hades, lifting up his eyes, he sees Abraham afar off and Eliazar in his 

bosom. 

Luk_16:24 And calling he said, Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Eliazar that he may dip the tip of his 

finger in water and moisten my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. 

Luk_16:25 But Abraham said, My Son, remember that you fully received your good things in your lifetime, and 

Eliazar likewise the bad things. But now he is comforted, and you are tormented. 

 

Luk_16:29 Abraham said to him, They have Moses and the Prophets, let them hear them. 

Luk_16:30 But he said, No, father Abraham, but if one should go from the dead to them, they will repent. 

 

Luk_19:9 And Yahshua said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, for he also is a son of Abraham. 

 

Luk_20:37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses pointed out at the Bush, when he calls YAHWEH "the 

Elohim of Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob." (Ex. 3:6) 

 

Joh_8:33 They answered Him, We are Abraham's seed, and we have never been servants owing debt to anyone, 

never! How do You say, You will become free? 

 

Joh_8:37 I know that you are Abraham's seed, but you seek to kill Me, because My Word is not given room in 

you. 

 

Joh_8:39 They answered and said to Him, Abraham is our father. Yahshua said to them, If you were children of 

Abraham, you would do the works of Abraham. 

Joh_8:40 But now you seek to kill Me, a man who has spoken the truth to you, which I heard alongside of 

YAHWEH. Abraham did not do this. 

 

Joh_8:52 Then the Jews said to Him, Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets, 

and You say, If anyone keeps My Word, he will not taste of death forever! 

Joh_8:53 Are You greater than our father Abraham who died? And the prophets who died! Who do You make 

Yourself? 

Joh_8:56 Your father Abraham leaped for joy that he should see My day, and he saw, and rejoiced. 

Joh_8:57 Then the Jews said to Him, You do not yet have fifty years, and have You seen Abraham? 

Joh_8:58 Yahshua said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Before Abraham existed, I AM! 

Mat_10:15 Truly I say to you, It will be more tranquil to the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in Judgment Day 
than for that city. 

 

Mat_11:23 And you, Capernaum, who "have been exalted to the heaven, you will be thrown down to Hades." 
For if the powerful acts happening in you had taken place in Sodom, it would remain until today. (Isa. 14:13, 
15) 

Mat_11:24 But I say to you, It will be more tranquil for the land of Sodom in Judgment Day than for you. 

 

Mar_6:11 And as many as will not receive you, nor hear from you, having gone out from there, shake off the 
dust under your feet for a testimony to them. Truly I say to you, It will be more tranquil for Sodom or 
Gomorrah in Judgment Day than for that city. 
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Luk_10:12 And I say to you that it shall be more peaceful for Sodom in that day than for that city! 

 

Luk_17:29 but on the day Lot went out from Sodom, YAHWEH rained down fire and brimstone from the 
heaven and destroyed all of them. 

 

Rom_9:29 And as Isaiah has said before, "If YAHWEH of hosts had not shown favor to us with a remnant, we 
would have become as Sodom, and we would have become as Gomorrah." (Isa. 1:9) 

 

2Pe_2:6 and covering the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah with ashes, He condemned them with an overthrow, 
setting an example to men intending to live unholy lives. 

 

Jud_1:7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them, in like manner to these, committing fornication, 
and going away after strange flesh, laid down an example before-times, undergoing vengeance of everlasting 
fire. 

 

Rev_11:8 And their bodies will be on the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom, and Egypt, 
where our Master was crucified. 
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Questions For Study or Discussion  

 

Chapter 18   
 

18:1-8 What lessons about visiting the sick and hospitality may be learned from the story of the visit of 

YHVH and the men to Avraham?  

 

What does the Brit Chadashah teach about these topics and 

the importance of breaking bread together? 

  

18:9-15. What announcement did the visitors make to Avraham about his wife; what was her response; 

why?  

 

What did YHVH promise Avraham in response to Sarah?  

 

What essential truth about the nature of YHVH is found in his statement? 

  

18:16-33. What was YHVH's intention for Avraham and why?  

 

How did he show this to Avraham?  

 

What concern did Avraham express to YHVH? 

 

What characteristics of a spiritual person are demonstrated by Avraham's conversation with YHVH?  

 

What lessons may we learn from this conversation that will aid our 

relationship with YHVH?  

 

How did Y’shua enhance our understanding of this topic? 
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TOLDOT – Genesis 25:19 – 26:22 Year 1 

 

Gen 25:19  These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered Isaac,  

Gen 25:20  and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 

Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.  

Gen 25:21  And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And the LORD granted his 

prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived.  

Gen 25:22  The children struggled together within her, and she said, "If it is thus, why is this happening to me?" 

So she went to inquire of the LORD.  

Gen 25:23  And the LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you 

shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger."  

Gen 25:24  When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb.  

Gen 25:25  The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau.  

Gen 25:26  Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called 

Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  

Gen 25:27  When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 

man, dwelling in tents.  

Gen 25:28  Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.  

Gen 25:29  Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted.  

Gen 25:30  And Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!" (Therefore his 

name was called Edom.)  

Gen 25:31  Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright now."  

Gen 25:32  Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?"  

Gen 25:33  Jacob said, "Swear to me now." So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob.  

Gen 25:34  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus 

Esau despised his birthright.  

 

Gen 26:1  Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And 

Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines.  

Gen 26:2  And the LORD appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which I 

shall tell you.  

Gen 26:3  Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring I will 

give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham your father.  

Gen 26:4  I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. 

And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,  

Gen 26:5  because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my 

laws."  

Gen 26:6  So Isaac settled in Gerar.  

Gen 26:7  When the men of the place asked him about his wife, he said, "She is my sister," for he feared to say, 

"My wife," thinking, "lest the men of the place should kill me because of Rebekah," because she was 

attractive in appearance.  

Gen 26:8  When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window and 

saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah his wife.  

Gen 26:9  So Abimelech called Isaac and said, "Behold, she is your wife. How then could you say, 'She is my 

sister'?" Isaac said to him, "Because I thought, 'Lest I die because of her.'"  

Gen 26:10  Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with 

your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us."  
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Gen 26:11  So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, "Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be 

put to death."  

Gen 26:12  And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The LORD blessed him,  

Gen 26:13  and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy.  

Gen 26:14  He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines envied him.  

Gen 26:15  (Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his father's servants had dug 

in the days of Abraham his father.)  

Gen 26:16  And Abimelech said to Isaac, "Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we."  

Gen 26:17  So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there.  

Gen 26:18  And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which 

the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had 

given them.  

Gen 26:19  But when Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water,  

Gen 26:20  the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, "The water is ours." So he called the 

name of the well Esek, because they contended with him.  

Gen 26:21  Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.  

Gen 26:22  And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its 

name Rehoboth, saying, "For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land."  

 

Chumash Intro: 

The subject of Parashat Toldot is Isaac,Abraham's heir and successor. Isaac was the child of Abraham 

and Sarah's old age, the son for whom they had prayed and waited for decades and on whom they pinned all 

their hopes of continuing their lifework so that their vision of making the world into God's home not come to 

naught. They made great sacrifices in order to properly groom him for his future role and arrange a suitable 

match for him so that he, in turn, could perpetuate their heritage and vision. 

Yet, the picture the Torah presents us of Isaac seems in many ways the antithesis of all that we know about his 

father Abraham. True, Isaac is no less devoted to carrying out God's will than is Abraham, and is even prepared 

to sacrifice his life without hesitation at God's behest. But in the Torah's account of Isaac's life, we see no 

expansion of his father's great undertaking of educating humanity, no new branches in the family enterprise. 

Unlike Abraham, Isaac fights no great battles, hardly mingles in world affairs, never leaves the confines of the 

Holy Land, and takes no additional wives or handmaids in order to enlarge his immediate family beyond the 

two children born to him from his one wife. He seems content to passively let life unfold around him; he is 

much more passively acted upon by events and circumstances than actively initiating them. In fact, his life is so 

bereft of activity that although he lived the longest of the patriarchs, he is the subject of only oneparashah (in 

contrast with Abraham and Sarah's three and Jacob's six!). The one and only active undertaking the Torah 

relates regarding Isaac is that he dug wells. Is this—of all things—the only achievement the illustrious heir to 

Abraham's legacy is capable of? 

This is why this parashah is called Toldot, which means "descendants." Adam, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Jacob, 

and even Terach, Ishmael, and Esau—all the central personalities of Genesis—had descendants, and the Torah 
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sees fit to enumerate them. Yet it is only the chronicle of Isaac's lifework, as recorded in the 

single parashah that focuses on him, that is entitled Toldot. For only Isaac embodied and preached the approach 

that ensures lasting results, that produces disciples—one's spiritual "children"—capable of standing on their 

own. 

From the Kehot Chumash, produced by Chabad of California with an interpolated translation and commentary 

based on the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory. 

Copyright (c) 2008 by Chabad of California, Inc. All rights reserved. For personal use only. The full volume is 

available for purchase at Kehotonline.   

Toldot In A Nutshell 

Isaac and Rebecca endure twenty childless years, until their prayers are 

answered andRebecca conceives. She experiences adifficult pregnancy as the 

“childrenstruggle inside her”; G-d tells her that “there are two nations in your 

womb,” and that the younger will prevail over the elder. 

Esau emerges first; Jacob is born clutchingEsau’s heel. Esau grows up to be 

“acunning hunter, a man of the field”; Jacobis “a wholesome man,” a dweller 

in thetents of learning. Isaac favors Esau; Rebecca loves Jacob. Returning 

exhausted and hungry from the hunt one day, Esau sells his birthright (his rights 

as the firstborn) to Jacob for a pot of redlentil stew. 

In Gerar, in the land of the Philistines, Isaac presents Rebecca as his sister, out 

of fear that he will be killed by someone coveting her beauty. He farms the 

land, reopens the wells dug by his father Abraham, and digs a series of his own wells: over the first two there is 

strife with the Philistines, but the waters of the third well are enjoyed in tranquility. 

Esau marries two Hittite women. Isaac grows old and blind, and expresses his desire to bless Esau before he 

dies. While Esau goes off to hunt for his father’s favorite food, Rebecca dresses Jacob in Esau’s clothes, 

covers his arms and neck with goatskins to simulate the feel of his hairier brother, prepares a similar dish, and 

sends Jacob to his father. Jacob receives his father’s blessings for “the dew of the heaven and the fat of the 

land” and mastery over his brother. When Esau returns and the deception is revealed, all Isaac can do for his 

weeping son is to predict that he will live by his sword, and that when Jacob falters, the younger brother will 

forfeit his supremacy over the elder. 

Jacob leaves home for Charan to flee Esau’s wrath and to find a wife in the family of his mother’s 

brother, Laban. Esau marries a third wife—Machalath, the daughter of Ishmael. (Chabad. Org) 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/93060/jewish/Learning-to-Laugh.htm
http://www.chabad.org/calendar/view/day_cdo/aid/158998/jewish/Rebecca-Born.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/142442/jewish/Purifying-Waters.htm
http://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/54380
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2903/jewish/Resistance.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2220/jewish/Two-Birds-of-Paradise.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/15573/jewish/Jacob-and-Esau.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2657/jewish/Somewhere-Between-Spirituality-and-Religion.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2643/jewish/The-Heel-a-Monologue.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2730/jewish/The-Palace-and-the-Pigeons.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3006/jewish/Life-on-the-Inside.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1126/jewish/Where-the-Roads-Meet.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3145/jewish/Tohu-Wars.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2649/jewish/The-Colors-of-Blood.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2939/jewish/Zahavahs-Friend.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2650/jewish/The-Faith-of-the-Farmer.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2161/jewish/Digging-Wells.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/52755/jewish/What-Was-the-Holy-Temple.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3177
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1093/jewish/Faking-It.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2845/jewish/The-Spiritual-and-the-Physical.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2734/jewish/The-Physical-World-According-to-Rabbi-Schneur-Zalman-of-Liadi.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2734/jewish/The-Physical-World-According-to-Rabbi-Schneur-Zalman-of-Liadi.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2117/jewish/Spiritual-Warrior.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2610/jewish/A-Business-Proposal.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3179/jewish/Laban.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2551/jewish/How-to-Change-the-Past.htm
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Orientation and Word Study 

  

 
 

 
 ת

 

 ד  

 

 ל  

 

 ֹו
 

 ּת

 

letter: 
 

tav 
 

dalet 
 

lahmed 
 

vav 
 

tav 
 

sound: 
 

T 
 

Doh 
 

L’ 
 

OH 
 

Tt 
 

generations = TOL’DOT = תולדת 

 

and these (are) 

 

v’eleh 

 
ה ֵאלֶּ  ו 

 

generations (of) Isaac 

 

tol’dot Yitzchak 

 
ת  ד  ָחקּתֹול  ִיצ   

 

son of Abraham 

 

ben-Avraham 

 
ָרָהם ן־ַאב   ּבֶּ

 

Abraham 

 

Avraham 

 
ָרָהם  ַאב 

 

gave birth to 

 

holeed 

 
 הֹוִליד

 

—Isaac et-Yitzchak ָחק׃ ת־ִיצ   אֶּ
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Related Words 

 

derivative 

 

tolad 

 
 ּתֹוָלד

 

result, consequence, 

offspring, corollary 

 

toladah 

 
 ּתֹוָלָדה

 

historian, chronicler 

 

toladan 

 
 ּתֹוָלָדן

 

history, chronology, 

generations 

 

toladot 

 
 ּתֹוָלדֹות

 

biography, life story, vitae 

 

tol’dot chayim 

 
דֹות ַחִיים  ּתֹול 

 

to bear children, beget, bring 

forth 

 

yalad 

 
 ָיַלד

 

boy, girl 

 

yeled, yaldah 

 
ד, ַילָּדה  יֶּלֶּ

 

childhood 

 

yaldoot 

 
 ַילדּות

 

 

 

Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning. Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers. 

Page 46.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 12:08 PM November 12, 2015. 
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Key Words 

Chapter 25 

Generations - #H8435 

 ּתולדה  /  ּלדה

tôledâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) descendants, results, proceedings, generations, genealogies 

1a) account of men and their descendants 

1a1) genealogical list of one’s descendants 

1a2) one’s contemporaries 

1a3) course of history (of creation etc) 

1b) begetting or account of heaven (metaphorically) 

Part of Speech: noun feminine plural 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H3205 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 867g 

Prayed - #H6279 

 עתר

‛âthar 

BDB Definition: 

1) to pray, entreat, supplicate 

1a) (Qal) to pray, entreat 

1b) (Niphal) to be supplicated, be entreated 

1c) (Hiphil) to make supplication, plead 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root [rather denominative from H6281] 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1722 

Nations - #H1471 

 ּגוי  /  ּגי

gôy 

BDB Definition: 

1) nation, people (noun masculine) 

1a) nation, people 

1a1) usually of non-Hebrew people 

1a2) of descendants of Abraham 
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1a3) of Israel 

1b) of swarm of locusts, other animals (figuratively) 

1c) Goyim? = “nations” (noun proper masculine) 

Part of Speech: see above in Definition 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: apparently from the same root as H1465 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 326e 

Peoples - #H3816 
  

 לאם  /  לאום

le'ôm 

BDB Definition: 

1) a people, nation 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from an unused root meaning to gather 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1069a 

 

Birthright - #H1062 

  

 ּבכורה  /  ּבכרה

bekôrâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) birthright, primogeniture, right of the first-born 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H1060 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 244c 

 

Chapter 26 

Obeyed - #H8085 

  

 ׁשמע

shâma‛ 

BDB Definition: 

1) to hear, listen to, obey (verb) 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to hear (perceive by ear) 
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1a2) to hear of or concerning 

1a3) to hear (have power to hear) 

1a4) to hear with attention or interest, listen to 

1a5) to understand (language) 

1a6) to hear (of judicial cases) 

1a7) to listen, give heed 

1a7a) to consent, agree 

1a7b) to grant request 

1a8) to listen to, yield to 

1a9) to obey, be obedient 

1b) (Niphal) 

1b1) to be heard (of voice or sound) 

1b2) to be heard of 

1b3) to be regarded, be obeyed 

1c) (Piel) to cause to hear, call to hear, summon 

1d) (Hiphil) 

1d1) to cause to hear, tell, proclaim, utter a sound 

1d2) to sound aloud (musical term) 

1d3) to make proclamation, summon 

1d4) to cause to be heard 

2) sound (noun masculine) 

Part of Speech: see above in Definition 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root Same Word by TWOT Number: 2412, 2412a 

Statutes - #H2708 

  

 חּקה

chûqqâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) statute, ordinance, limit, enactment, something prescribed 

1a) statute 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2706 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 728b 
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Laws - #H8451  

 ּתורה  /  ּתרה

tôrâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) law, direction, instruction 

1a) instruction, direction (human or divine) 

1a1) body of prophetic teaching 

1a2) instruction in Messianic age 

1a3) body of priestly direction or instruction 

1a4) body of legal directives 

1b) law 

1b1) law of the burnt offering 

1b2) of special law, codes of law 

1c) custom, manner 

1d) the Deuteronomic or Mosaic Law 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H3384 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 910d 

 

Commandments - #H4687  

 מצוה

mitsvâh 

BDB Definition: 

1) commandment 

1a) commandment (of man) 

1b) the commandment (of God) 

1c) commandment (of code of wisdom) 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H6680 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1887b 
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Questions For Discussion 

 

Chapter 25 

Why does this portion begin with the statement that Yitzchak was a son of Avraham? 

How old was Yitzchak when he married Rivkah (Rebecca)?  

How many years passed between verses 20 and 21, the period that Rivkah was barren? What situation 

confronted Yitzchak that his father also faced?  

How did Yitzchak respond to that condition and who was it different than his father’s response. What was the 

result?   

What condition did each of the matriarchs (Sarah, Rivkah, and Raquel (Rachel)) have in common and what is 

the explanation the Sages offer? 

What words describe Rivkah's pregnancy?  

What did she do as a result and what was the response?  

What was the significance of YHVH's prophetic statement?  

Who are the nations described?  

What was the outcome of her pregnancy?  

What names were they given and why?  

Describe the contrasting lifestyles of the two sons of Yitzchak and Rivkah. Which parent favored which son and 

why?  

What important possession did Esav have, how did he receive it and what was his attitude towards it?  

To whom was it sold and what was received in exchange? 

What lessons can we learn from this transaction, its motivation, and its result? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P
ag

e5
2

 

Chapter 26 

Compare and contrast the response of Yitzchak to the famine with that of his father. How were their responses 

similar and how were they different?  

What significance is attached to the instruction of YHVH to Yitzchak?  

What promise did he make to Yitzchak regarding the oath that he swore to Avraham and why he did he make 

this promise?  

In what way did Yitzchak follow in the steps of his father in relationship to Avimelech and what was the result?  

How did Yitzchak become wealthy in the land and what was the response of the inhabitants?  

How did they demonstrate their response?  

What did Yitzchak have to do as a result? What significant contribution did he and his servants make to the land 

in which they dwelt?  

Describe the significance of the wells in the lives of the people of that land. How were Avraham and Yitzchak 

"evangelists" in the land?  

What lessons can we learn from the patriarchs and their witness of YHVH as described in this parsha? 

Where did YHVH appear to Yitzchak? What did he say to Yitzchak and what was Yitzchak's response? 

With whom did Yitzchak make a covenant, why and with what result? How did this location receive its name 

and what is its significance? 

Who did Esav marry? Where were they from? What was the effect on the relationship with his parents and 

why?  
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Observations and References: 

 

Esau – His Character 

A Hunter – Genesis 25:27 

Impulsive, Dominated by appetite – Gen. 25:32 

Made a bad bargain – Gen. 25:33 

Lacking in appreciation of higher things-Gen 25:34 

Married foreign Wives – Gen 26:34 

Lost his blessings – Gen 27:30-38 

Sought to repent when too late – Hebrews 12:16-17 

Jacob – His Character 

Naturally crafty – Gen 25:31-33 

Deceptive – Gen 27:18-29 

Reaped the result of his own sin – Gen 27: 42-43 

Became Religious – Gen. 28:10, 20-21 

Affectionate – Gen. 29:18 

Industrious – Gen. 31:40 

Prayerful – Gen 32:9-12, 24-30 

Disciplined by affliction – Gen 37:28; 42:36 

A man of faith – Hebrews 11:21 

 

Rash Oaths – Examples 

Genesis 25:33 

Joshua 9:19 

Mark 6:23 

Acts 23:21 
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Yielding to Temptation 

Genesis 3:6 

Genesis 13:10-13 

Genesus 25:29-33 

Joshua 7:21 

1 Kings 11:1, 4 

Mark 10:35-37 

 

Carnality 

Exodus 16:3 

Numbers 11:4 

Psalm 78:18 

John 6:26 

Romans 7:23, 8:5 

Galatians 5:13 

1 John 2:16 

 

Despisers 

Proverbs 1:30, 9:8 

Matthew 7:6 

Acts 13:41 

Romans 2:4 

2 Timothy 3:3 

Hebrews 10:28 

2 Peter 2:10  
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VaYetsi  Genesis 28:10-30:13 Year 1 

 

Gen 28:10  Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.  

Gen 28:11  And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 

the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep.  

Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 

to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!  

Gen 28:13  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your 

father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring.  

Gen 28:14  Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and 

to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed.  

Gen 28:15  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 

land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."  

Gen 28:16  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know 

it."  

Gen 28:17  And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 

and this is the gate of heaven."  

Gen 28:18  So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar 

and poured oil on the top of it.  

Gen 28:19  He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first.  

Gen 28:20  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and 

will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear,  

Gen 28:21  so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God,  

Gen 28:22  and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me I 

will give a full tenth to you."  

 

Gen 29:1  Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east.  

Gen 29:2  As he looked, he saw a well in the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of 

that well the flocks were watered. The stone on the well's mouth was large,  

Gen 29:3  and when all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the 

well and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well.  

Gen 29:4  Jacob said to them, "My brothers, where do you come from?" They said, "We are from Haran."  

Gen 29:5  He said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" They said, "We know him."  

Gen 29:6  He said to them, "Is it well with him?" They said, "It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming 

with the sheep!"  

Gen 29:7  He said, "Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the 

sheep and go, pasture them."  

Gen 29:8  But they said, "We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the 

mouth of the well; then we water the sheep."  

Gen 29:9  While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, for she was a 

shepherdess.  

Gen 29:10  Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of 

Laban his mother's brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth and watered the 

flock of Laban his mother's brother.  

Gen 29:11  Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud.  



 

P
ag

e5
6

 

Gen 29:12  And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's kinsman, and that he was Rebekah's son, and she ran 

and told her father.  

Gen 29:13  As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister's son, he ran to meet him and embraced him 

and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things,  

Gen 29:14  and Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh!" And he stayed with him a month.  

Gen 29:15  Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 

nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?"  

Gen 29:16  Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was 

Rachel.  

Gen 29:17  Leah's eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and appearance.  

Gen 29:18  Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."  

Gen 29:19  Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with 

me."  

Gen 29:20  So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love 

he had for her.  

Gen 29:21  Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed."  

Gen 29:22  So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast.  

Gen 29:23  But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her.  

Gen 29:24  (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.)  

Gen 29:25  And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to 

me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?"  

Gen 29:26  Laban said, "It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.  

Gen 29:27  Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another 

seven years."  

Gen 29:28  Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife.  

Gen 29:29  (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.)  

Gen 29:30  So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another 

seven years.  

Gen 29:31  When the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren.  

Gen 29:32  And Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, "Because the 

LORD has looked upon my affliction; for now my husband will love me."  

Gen 29:33  She conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Because the LORD has heard that I am hated, he has 

given me this son also." And she called his name Simeon.  

Gen 29:34  Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, "Now this time my husband will be attached to me, 

because I have borne him three sons." Therefore his name was called Levi.  

Gen 29:35  And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, "This time I will praise the LORD." Therefore 

she called his name Judah. Then she ceased bearing.  

Gen 30:1  When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, "Give me 

children, or I shall die!"  

Gen 30:2  Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, "Am I in the place of God, who has withheld 

from you the fruit of the womb?"  

Gen 30:3  Then she said, "Here is my servant Bilhah; go in to her, so that she may give birth on my behalf, that 

even I may have children through her."  

Gen 30:4  So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her.  

Gen 30:5  And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son.  

Gen 30:6  Then Rachel said, "God has judged me, and has also heard my voice and given me a son." Therefore 

she called his name Dan.  

Gen 30:7  Rachel's servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.  

Gen 30:8  Then Rachel said, "With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed." So 

she called his name Naphtali.  
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Gen 30:9  When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave her to 

Jacob as a wife.  

Gen 30:10  Then Leah's servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son.  

Gen 30:11  And Leah said, "Good fortune has come!" so she called his name Gad.  

Gen 30:12  Leah's servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son.  

Gen 30:13  And Leah said, "Happy am I! For women have called me happy." So she called his name Asher.  
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Related Words 

  

Orientation and Word Study 

  

 
 

 
 א

 

 צֵ 

 

 יֵ 
 

 וַ 
 

letter: 
 

alef 
 

tsadee 
 

yod 
 

vav 
 

sound: 
 

(silent) 
 

TSei 
 

Yyei 
 

Vah 
 

and he went out = VAYETSE = ויצא 

The Legend 

 

and went out 

 

va-yetse 

 
 ַוֵיֵצא

 

Jacob 

 

Ya’akov 

 
ב  ַיֲעק 

 

from Beersheba 

 

mi-B’er Shava 

 
ֵאר ָׁשַבע  ִמּב 

 

and walked 

 

va-yelech 

 
ְך  ַוֵילֶּ

 

Charan-toward Charanah ָחָרָנה׃ 
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—Genesis 28:10 

 

Related Words 

 

to go out, leave, expire, be 

exempt, defecate 

 

yatsa 

 
 ָיָצא

 

exit, departure, emigration, 

death, expense 

 

y’tsiah 

 
ִציָאה  י 

 

the Exodus from Egypt 

 

y’tsiat Mitsrayim 

 
ִציַאת ִמצַרִים  י 

 

to die, breathe his last (went 

out his spirit) 

 

yats’ah rucho 

 
ָאה רּוחֹו  ָיצ 

 

to become famous (went out 

his name) 

 

yatsa sh’mo 

 
מֹו  ָיָצא ׁש 

 

to be published (went out to 

light) 

 

yatsa la-or 

 
 ָיָצא ָלאֹור

 

extraordinary (went out from 

the rule) 

 

yatsa min ha-c’lal 

 
ָלל ָיָצא ִמן ַהכ   

 

blessing for bread coming 

forth from ground 

 

ha-motsi 

 
 ַהּמֹוִציא

 

for from Zion 

 

ki mi-Tsiyon 

 
 ִכי ִמִציֹון

 

comes forth the Torah 

 

tetse Torah 

 
 ֵּתֵצא תֹוָרה

 

 

 

Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning. Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers. 

Page 59.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 1:08 PM November 17, 2015. 

 
 

 

 

logosref:Bible.Ge28.10
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Key Hebrew Words 
  

 H2492 

 חלם

Dreamed - chal̂am 

BDB Definition: 

1) to dream 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to dream (ordinary) 

1a2) to dream (prophetic) 

1a3) to dream (of false prophets) 

1b) (Hiphil) to dream 

2) to be healthy, be strong 

2a) (Qal) to be healthy 

2b) (Hiphil) to restore to health 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 662, 663 

 

H4397 

 מלאך

Angels - mal'ak̂ 

BDB Definition: 

1) messenger, representative 

1a) messenger 

1b) angel 

1c) the theophanic angel 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from an unused root meaning to despatch as a deputy 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1068a 

 

H8064 

 ׁשמים  /  ׁשמה

Heaven - sham̂ayim  /  sham̂eh 

BDB Definition: 

1) heaven, heavens, sky 

1a) visible heavens, sky 

1a1) as abode of the stars 

1a2) as the visible universe, the sky, atmosphere, etc 

1b) Heaven (as the abode of God) 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from an unused root meaning to be lofty 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2407a 

H2233 
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 זרע

Seed zera‛ 
BDB Definition: 

1) seed, sowing, offspring 

1a) a sowing 

1b) seed 

1c) semen virile 

1d) offspring, descendants, posterity, children 

1e) of moral quality 

1e1) a practitioner of righteousness (figuratively) 

1f) sowing time (by metonymy) 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2232 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 582a 

 

H1004 

 ּבית

House - bayith 

BDB Definition: 

1) house 

1a) house, dwelling habitation 

1b) shelter or abode of animals 

1c) human bodies (figuratively) 

1d) of Sheol 

1e) of abode of light and darkness 

1f) of land of Ephraim 

2) place 

3) receptacle 

4) home, house as containing a family 

5) household, family 

5a) those belonging to the same household 

5b) family of descendants, descendants as organized body 

6) household affairs 

7) inwards (metaphorically) 

8) (TWOT) temple 

9) on the inside 

10) within 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: probably from H1129 abbreviated 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 241 
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Commentary 
Vayetzei (Genesis 28:10-32:3) Rabbi Yehoshua Berman 

Higher Purpose 
On his way to Charan to temporarily live in the house of his uncle Lavan, Yaakov stops in a certain place to 

rest. "And he took from the stones of the place and he put [them] by his head and he lay down (to sleep) in that 

place (Gen. 28:11)." That night, Yaakov had his famous dream about the angels going up and down the ladder, 

with the Shechina, God's Presence atop the ladder. In response to this revelation "he arose in the morning and he 

took the stone that he [had] put by his head and he placed it as a single-stone alter and he poured oil on its top 

(Gen. 28:18)." 

 

Our Sages note the obvious discrepancy between the plural tense "stones" in verse 11 and the singular tense 

"stone" in verse 18. They explain that the stones began to argue with one another, each one saying, "Upon me 

shall this tzaddik rest his head." In order to satisfy them all, God caused the stones to merge into one. 

With this homiletic expression, our Sages are teaching us a fundamental reality of existence, and a lesson of 

tremendous import in respect to the moral obligation of the human being in general, and of the Jew in particular. 

This concept is elucidated by the "Mesillas Yesharim". In the chapter entitled "In the Explanation of the 

Obligation of the Human Being in His World" he writes as follows: "And if you will delve further into the 

matter you shall see that the world was created for the usage of the human being. However, behold, it stands in 

a great balance, for if the human being shall be drawn after the world and thus become distanced from his 

Creator, behold, he becomes ruined and he ruins the world with him; and if he controls himself and becomes 

close to his Creator and makes usage [of things] from the world only to be for him as an aid for the service of 

his Creator, he is uplifted and the world itself becomes uplifted with him. Because behold, it is a great elevation 

for all creatures when they serve the complete human being who is sanctified in the sanctity of Hashem." 

Human beings are not like cows that are perfectly content with a patch of grass in a nice shady spot. The human 

being has an incessant, innate drive that constantly pushes him to be in an unceasing search of achievement, 

purpose, and meaning. God created the human being with this innate, internal awareness because it is only 

through the human being that the purpose of creation can be fulfilled. 

 

The human being, whether he is aware of it or not, is in constant search of his Creator. 

If he will become consciously aware of this fact of the human condition, he can then in turn become cognizant 

of the fact that the human being will never discover true meaning in purely worldly endeavors. Only in that 

which transcends mundane existence - only in the realm of the spiritual (infused into the physical) will real 

meaning be found. 

Only by serving and cleaving to his Creator does the human being find true satisfaction and joy. If he will 

ignore the innate stirrings of his soul, though, he will be doomed to go from distraction to distraction (which 

society has ruefully dubbed "entertainment") in order to escape from the torturous pangs of a meaningless life. 
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Of course, it is the Torah that teaches us how to achieve the depth of purpose and meaning in life that our souls 

seek. 

However, we must not think that this is only a personal matter that each individual decides for himself. Rather, 

one must realize that the decisions one makes in this regard impact the entirety of existence. The world was 

created solely for this purpose of achieving true meaning, by serving the Creator, and thus becoming attached 

(as it were) to Him. Everything that the human being (and in particular the Jew) makes usage of to this end 

infuses that item with this kedusha(holiness) of being attached to the Creator. Furthermore, it generates a 

unification of the disparate aspects of creation in revealing that they all come from One Source. This can be 

understood from the fact that the stones merged together. In short, we must be aware that the path we choose in 

life determines not only the attainment of our personal purpose, but the impact also travels far, far beyond each 

individual's personal sphere. 

 

Yaakov's Reaction to His Dream 

 Parashat Vayetze opens with God's revelation to Yaakov Avinu in Bet-El as he sets out for Charan 

(28:12-16).  God promises the land of Canaan to Yaakov's many offspring, and then guarantees Yaakov's safe 

return to Eretz Canaan.  Yaakov's reaction to this dream seems strange.  He first makes a vow to establish a "Bet 

Elokim" (House of God) on the site where he slept if God takes care of his needs and brings him back to 

Canaan.  Then he erects a monument on that site.  What is this all about?  Why does Yaakov make such a 

promise, and what is the meaning behind this monument? 

 The first step towards understanding Yaakov's vow is to understand the dream itself.  Yaakov had just 

left home on his way out of Eretz Canaan to flee from Esav.  Knowing full well that many years earlier God had 

commanded Yitzchak not to leave Canaan (see 26:2 and Rashi), Yaakov had reason to fear that his flight abroad 

jeopardized his status as inheritor of God's promise of Eretz Canaan to Avraham.  Perhaps he lost this privilege 

by tricking his father?  Rivka promised to send for him, but what guarantee did she give him?  God therefore 

appears to Yaakov and confirms his right to the promise of the land, assuring Yaakov's safe return to Eretz 

Canaan.  Additionally, God's blessing to Yaakov here practically reiterates His words to Avraham in that very 

same location, Bet-El, many years earlier (compare Yaakov's dream with 13:14-17).  This parallel may have 

served to bring to mind the significance of Bet-El, which itself reflects the mission and purpose of God's 

promise to Avraham.  It was in Bet-El where Avraham constructed an altar and "called in the Name of God," 

gathering audiences to hear about monotheism (see 12:8 and Ramban there; 13:4, 18).  Avraham's public 

activity in Bet-El embodies the purpose of the special nation he fathered: directing mankind towards an 

awareness of God. 

 In effect, then, Yaakov has just discovered that indeed he will succeed Yitzchak as patriarch of God's 

special nation.  He exclaims, "This [place] is none other than a House of God, and this is the gate to the 

heavens."  Catching God's reference to the revelation to Avraham at this spot, Yaakov realizes that he stands on 

the site where Avraham began fulfilling his destiny of guiding and inspiring others.  Yaakov very much wishes 

to do the same and immediately embark upon this sacred mission, but he cannot.  He is but a fugitive running 

for his life without much of a reputation in Canaan.  Who would listen to him talk about God?  He therefore 

does the next best thing: he marks the location with a monument, anoints it with oil (as a sign of its designation) 
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and vows to establish a "House of God" at this site.  He makes a promise that upon his safe return to Canaan, he 

will continue the mission of Avraham of working towards the universal recognition of the Almighty.     

Abstract by David Silverberg 

Introduction Notes 
Is it proper to doubt a Divine promise? Certainly, if YHVH makes a promise, we’d expect him to 

keep it! Why then does Ya’akov Avinu (Ya’akov our Father) vow to worship YHVH only IF (and 

when) YHVH will fulfill his promise to return Ya’akov to the Promised Land? Furthermore, why 

should Ya’akov make a neder (vow) at all? After all, neither Avraham nor Yitzchak ever made any 

sort of conditional neder after receiving their Divine promises! Why is Ya’akov different? 

A Matter of Doubt 
Despite his father’s blessing, Ya’akov has ample reason to doubt that he is indeed “chosen.” First, 

only the day before, his father had planned to give a primary blessing to his brother Esav. Second, 

Ya’akov’s parents had just sent him away from Eretz Cana’an (the land of promise) to flee from 

Esav and look for a wife (see 27:43-28:2).  

 

Now, if Ya’akov is truly the chosen son, then he should have been forbidden to leave Eretz Cana’an, just as it 

had been forbidden for his father, Yitzchak, to leave. And to support this idea, recall that during the famine, 

YHVH did not allow Ya’akov’s father, Yitzchak, to go down to Egypt for he was the heir to this Promised Land 

and from it he would be blessed and he was, according to last week’s parsha (see 26:1-3). 

 

 Likewise, when Yitzchak needed a wife, Eleazar traveled to Padan Aram to bring Rivkah back - Yitzchak 

himself did not travel there. So why is Ya’akov now being banished - so it seems - from the land promised to 

him? 

 

Remember, too, that when Yitzchak’s brothers, born to Hagar and Keturah (perhaps Hagar), 

Ya’akov’s uncles, were rejected from being part of the “chosen” by YHVH, they were sent away 

to the east (see 25:6).  

 

Now, Ya’akov is being sent away to the east (see 29:1)! Why? Even though 

his father had blessed him, and his mother had promised that she would send for him as soon as it 

was “safe” (see 27:45), certainly Ya’akov could have easily misunderstood this trip as a “nice way” 

for his parents to bid him farewell - forever! Even beyond these worries, Ya’akov stills requires a Divine 

confirmation of his father’s blessing for it was not within Yitzchak’s power to determine who the “chosen” son 

was to be. Therefore, Yitzchak only blessed Ya’akov that YHVH should choose him over his brother: “...and El 

Shaddai should bless you and grant you the blessing of Avraham...” (28:3-4). So clearly it was up to YHVH 

himself to make that final decision and grant the blessing that only he could give. 

 

For any or all of these reasons, we can understand why Ya’akov may have been in need of some 

“divine reassurance” before he embarked on his journey to Padan Aram! And with this backdrop, 

we can better understand both the nature of YHVH’s opening hitgalut (revelation) to Ya’akov at 

Bet-El and Ya’akov’s immediate reactioniv 
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The Promise to Ya’akov 28:13 - 15. 
As Ya’akov is about to leave Eretz Cana’an, YHVH Elohim first confirmed his status as the chosen 

son: “I am YHVH, the Elohim of Avraham and Yitzchak; the Land [aretz] upon which you are 

lying, I have given to you and your offspring [zera]... and through you all the nations of the earth 

shall be blessed.” (28:13-14) 

 

The key words - zera (offspring) and aretz (the land) - are typical of YHVH’s earlier blessings of 

being the chosen sons to Avraham and Yitzchak. Thus they are suitable and appropriate once again 

for YHVH to confirm Ya’akov’s status as the chosen one and to alleviate Ya’akov’s reasonable 

doubts. Even though the first two clauses of this promise by YHVH sound quite familiar, the third 

and final one is quite new: “And behold, I will be with you, and I will protect you wherever you go 

and will bring you back to this Land...” (28:15) 

 

This extra promise clearly goes further to alleviate Ya’akov’s fears by assuring him that even though 

he is leaving Eretz Cana’an, YHVH will remain with him, take care of him, and ultimately bring him 

back - because he indeed is the “chosen son”! 

What a magnificent promise YHVH gave to Ya’akov! It is so important for us to understand today 

that this promise is being fulfilled even now. So I want to share with you a bit more from a study 

of the Hebrew language. 

 

Verse 14 translates from the Hebrew quite literally something like this – 

– it will fall out, come to pass, become, happen, occur, take place 

– that your 

– sowing, seed, offspring, semen descendants, posterity - masculine singular meaning many 

– like dust of the earth, land 

– breaks through, bursts out (like from womb or an enclosure) 

– to sea [west], east, north, and south 

– and blesses 

– all, the whole of 

– clans, families, tribes. people, nations 

– by your sowing, offspring, seed, etc. 

Ya’akov’s reaction 28:16 - 22. 
Upon awakening from the dream and in response to this awesome revelation and promise of YHVH, 

Ya’akov realized that there must be something unique and very special about this site and thus he 

declared: How awesome is this place (ha’Makom)! This is none other than the house of G-d - Bet 

Elohim - and the gate to Heaven - Sha’ar Ha’shamayim 

The Ladder of our Souls - Y’shua 
Prayer through Y’shua may be considered the ladder upon which our spirits, which are here below, 

ascend to the highest levels of G-dliness and connect with our Father. The three daily prayers, 

Shacharit (morning), Mincha (afternoon) and Ma’ariv (evening), have their roots with Avraham, 

Yitzchak and Ya’akov as described in Midrash Rabbah - B’reshit LXVIII:9  

 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Our patriarchs instituted the three [daily] services. Avraham 

instituted morning prayer, for it says, “And Avraham got up early in the morning to the place 
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where he had stood before the L-rd” (B’reshit 19:27): now standing refers to prayer, as it 

says, “Then stood up Pinchas, and prayed” (Ps. 106:30). Yitzchak instituted afternoon 

prayer, as it says, “And Yitzchak went out to meditate in the field toward evening” (B’reshit 

34:63): meditation connotes prayer, as it says, “I pour out my meditation before him” (Ps. 

142:3); similarly, “I will meditate and supplicate, and he has heard my voice” (Ps. 65:18). 

Ya’akov instituted evening prayer, as it says, “And he lighted upon the place.” Now pegi’ah 

refers to prayer, as it says, “Neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession 

(tifga) to Me “(Yirmeyahu 7:16).   

 

Rabbi Shmu’el ben Nachman said: [The three services] correspond to the three changes in 

the day, from darkness to light, from light to darkness, and the intermediate stage of the 

afternoon. In the evening prayer one should pray, ‘May it be Thy will, O L-rd my G-d, to 

bring me forth from darkness into light’; in the morning prayer one should say, ‘ I give 

thanks unto Thee, O L-rd my G-d, for bringing me forth from darkness into light’; in the 

afternoon prayer one should pray, ‘ May it be Thy will, O L-rd my G-d, that as Thou hast 

suffered me to see the rising of the sun, so wilt Thou suffer me to see its setting.’ 

 

The structure of these prayers, as we know them today, were compiled many years later by Ezra the 

scribe and the Men of the Great Assembly, the Sanhedrin. The structure of the Shacharit (morning) 

prayer follows the format of connecting from earth to heaven. In the beginning, we feel “set upon 

the earth.” As we become more involved in prayer, we rise to the top of the ladder which “reaches 

into heaven.” Thus, through our prayers our spirits soar to the very presence of YHVH and then 

YHVH’s blessings descend to us. Prayer plays such an important part in Judaism that observant 

Jews daven (pray) three times daily. 

Bearing and Naming the Children of Ya’akov 29:31 - 30:24 
In this parsha, we read of the birth of Ya’akov’s children. Of Ya’akov’s four wives, Leah gave birth 

to four children; Reuven, Shimon, Levi and Y’hudah. Then Bilhah gave birth to Dan and Naftali. 

From Zilpah, Ya’akov had two sons, Gad and Asher. After this, Leah again gave birth to Yissachar 

and Zevulun. Leah then gave birth to a daughter and named her Dina. 

 

The Torah continues, “And Elohim remembered Raquel and Elohim listened to her and opened her 

womb.” Raquel gave birth to a son, “And she called him Yosef, saying: May YHVH add to me 

another son.” Raquel did have another son, Binyamin (as we will read in the following parsha, 

Vayishlach), but she died during childbirth. From these 12 sons, came the 12 tribes of Yisrael 

 

Reuven-   see, a son 

Shimon   heard - the L-rd has heard 

Levi    joined to - my husband be joined to me 

Y’hudah   praise - now will I praise the L-rd 

Dan    judge - G-d has judged me 

Naftali   wrestling - I wrestled with my sister 

Gad   a troop [good fortune] has come 

Asher   happy - happy am I 

Yissachar   there is recompense - G-d has given me my hire 
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Zevulun   exalted - G-d has endowed me 

Yosef G-d   has added - a son to me - also, remover of my reproach 

Binyamin   son of my right hand 

 

 

Ya’akov’s Employment Contract and Departure 30:25 - 31:21 
 

Ya’akov is about ready to leave the employment of Lavan and gives his notice. He is ready to 

depart from Charan and return to the land around Be’er Sheva where his family lived when he left. 

Lavan talks him into working more years in return for a share of the wealth that is accumulating to 

Lavan because of Ya’akov’s hard work. 

As Ya’akov reports later to his wives, YHVH provides Ya’akov, in a vision, with the means of 

becoming the owner of Lavan’s wealth. He agrees with Lavan that he will take the culls from the 

sheep and goats - those that are spotted or speckled - and Lavan will keep only those that are all 

black or white. Then he places stripped tree branches before the strong and healthy animals of 

Lavan as they are fed and watered that stimulates them to reproduce. Seemingly miraculously, they 

bear spotted or speckled offspring that then belong to Ya’akov. Thus, over the six years from the 

agreement with Lavan to the time when he is prompted by YHVH to leave and return to his 

Promised Land, YHVH blesses and prospers Ya’akov so that the inheritance of Lavan’s sons 

becomes his. Ya’akov also recognizes that Lavan is no longer happy with him because of his great 

prosperity which Lavan thinks should be his instead 

 

   Torah Teasers – Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum 

Vayetzei(Genesis 28:10-32:3) Torah Teasers Parshat Vayetzei 
Hide Answ ers

 

1. After Yaakov has a dream he takes a neder, a vow (Genesis 28:20). Where else in the Torah is an 

actual neder taken (not a shvuah)? 

 

 2.  Which of the sons of Yaakov, whose birth is recorded in this parsha, is not named by a mother? 

3. For which child born to Leah is there no reason given for the name? 

4. In this parsha, Rachel steals the terafim (idols) from her father Lavan. Where else in Tanach does another 

woman handle terafim? 

5. In this parsha, in what context are the four directions, north, south, east and west mentioned? Where else 

in the book of Genesis are the four directions mentioned? 

6. Aside from the Matriarchs, which two other women in Tanach are described as "barren" (akara)? 

7. Where are flowers mentioned in this parsha? 

http://www.aish.com/tp/i/teasers/179955671.html#share_hook
http://www.aish.com/tp/i/teasers/179955671.html#share_hook
http://www.aish.com/print/?contentID=179955671&section=/tp/i/teasers
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8. Where is ice referred to in this parsha? 

9. Aside from the seven years that Yaakov worked for Rachel and Leah, where else in this parsha is the 

number seven mentioned? 

10. What item, mentioned in this parsha, is the tallest thing described in the entire Torah? 

New Testament References 

Esau 

Rom_9:13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  

Heb_11:20  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  

Heb_12:16  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright.  

Jacob 

Mat_1:2  Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;  

Mat_1:15  And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;  

Mat_1:16  And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

Mat_8:11  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.  

Mat_22:32  I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living.  

Mar_12:26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush 
God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  

Luk_1:33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  

Luk_3:34  Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was 
the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor,  

Luk_13:28  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.  

Luk_20:37  Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  

Joh_4:5  Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph.  

Joh_4:6  Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and 
it was about the sixth hour.  

Joh_4:12  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his 
children, and his cattle?  

Act_3:13  The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; 
whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.  

Act_7:8  And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the 
eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.  

Act_7:12  But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.  

Act_7:14  Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen 
souls.  

Act_7:15  So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers,  
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Act_7:32  Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold.  

Act_7:46  Who found favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob.  

Rom_9:13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  

Rom_11:26  And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  

Heb_11:9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:  

Heb_11:20  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  

Heb_11:21  By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning 
upon the top of his staff.  
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VaYishlach – Genesis 32:4 – 33:20 

 

Torah – Aramaic ES Version of the Peshetta 

Gen 32:4  He commanded them, saying, "This is what you shall tell my lord, Esau: 'This is what your servant, 

Ya'aqub, says. I have lived as a foreigner with Laban, and stayed until now.  

Gen 32:5  I have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have sent to tell my lord, that I 

may find favour in your sight.'"  

Gen 32:6  The messengers returned to Ya'aqub, saying, "We came to your brother Esau. Not only that, but he 

comes to meet you, and four hundred men with him."  

Gen 32:7  Then Ya'aqub was greatly afraid and was distressed. He divided the people who were with 

him, and the flocks, and the herds, and the camels, into two companies;  

Gen 32:8  and he said, "If Esau comes to the one company, and strikes it, then the company which is left will 

escape."  

Gen 32:9  Ya'aqub said, "God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, Mar-Yah, who said to 

me, 'Return to your country, and to your relatives, and I will do you good,'  

Gen 32:10  I am not worthy of the least of all the loving kindnesses, and of all the truth, which you have 

shown to your servant; for with just my staff I passed over this Yordan; and now I have become two 

companies.  

Gen 32:11  Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he 

come and strike me, and the mothers with the children.  

Gen 32:12  You said, 'I will surely do you good, and make your seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot 

be numbered because there are so many.'"  

Gen 32:13  He lodged there that night, and took from that which he had with him, a present for Esau, his 

brother:  

Gen 32:14  two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams,  

Gen 32:15  thirty milk camels and their colts, forty cows, ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten foals.  

Gen 32:16  He delivered them into the hands of his servants, every herd by itself, and said to his servants, "Pass 

over before me, and put a space between herd and herd."  

Gen 32:17  He commanded the foremost, saying, "When Esau, my brother, meets you, and asks you, saying, 

'Whose are you? Where are you going? Whose are these before you?'  

Gen 32:18  Then you shall say, 'They are your servant, Ya'aqub's. It is a present sent to my lord, Esau. Behold, 

he also is behind us.'"  

Gen 32:19  He commanded also the second, and the third, and all that followed the herds, saying, "This is how 

you shall speak to Esau, when you find him.  

Gen 32:20  You shall say, 'Not only that, but behold, your servant, Ya'aqub, is behind us.'" For, he said, "I will 

appease him with the present that goes before me, and afterward I will see his face. Perhaps he will accept 

me."  

Gen 32:21  So the present passed over before him, and he himself lodged that night in the camp.  

Gen 32:22  He rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two handmaids, and his eleven sons, and 

passed over the ford of the Yabbok.  

Gen 32:23  He took them, and sent them over the stream, and sent over that which he had.  

Gen 32:24  Ya'aqub was left alone, and wrestled with a man there until the breaking of the day.  

Gen 32:25  When he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh, and the 

hollow of Ya'aqub's thigh was strained, as he wrestled.  

Gen 32:26  The man said, "Let me go, for the day breaks." Ya'aqub said, "I will not permit you to go, 

unless you bless me."  
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Gen 32:27  He said to him, "What is your name?" He said, "Ya'aqub."  

Gen 32:28  He said, "Your name will no longer be called Ya'aqub, but Yisrael; for you have fought with 

God and with men, and have prevailed."  

Gen 32:29  Ya'aqub asked him, "Please tell me your name." He said, "Why is it that you ask what my 

name is?" He blessed him there.  

Gen 32:30  Ya'aqub called the name of the place Peniel: for, he said, "I have seen God face to face, and 

my life is preserved."  

Gen 32:31  The sun rose on him as he passed over Peniel, and he limped because of his thigh.  

Gen 32:32  Therefore the B'nai Yisrael do not eat the sinew of the hip, which is on the hollow of the thigh, 

to this day, because he touched the hollow of Ya'aqub's thigh in the sinew of the hip.  

 

Gen 33:1  Ya'aqub lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau was coming, and with him four 

hundred men. He divided the children between Leah, Rachel, and the two handmaids.  

Gen 33:2  He put the handmaids and their children in front, Leah and her children after, and Rachel and 

Yoseph at the rear.  

Gen 33:3  He himself passed over in front of them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came 

near to his brother.  

Gen 33:4  Esau ran to meet him, embraced him, fell on his neck, kissed him, and they wept.  

Gen 33:5  He lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, "Who are these with you?" He 

said, "The children whom God has graciously given your servant."  

Gen 33:6  Then the handmaids came near with their children, and they bowed themselves.  

Gen 33:7  Leah also and her children came near, and bowed themselves. After them, Yoseph came near with 

Rachel, and they bowed themselves.  

Gen 33:8  Esau said, "What do you mean by all this company which I met?" Ya'aqub said, "To find favour in 

the sight of my lord."  

Gen 33:9  Esau said, "I have enough, my brother; let that which you have be yours."  

Gen 33:10  Ya'aqub said, "Please, no, if I have now found favour in your sight, then receive my present at my 

hand, because I have seen your face, as one sees the face of God, and you were pleased with me.  

Gen 33:11  Please take the gift that I brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I 

have enough." He urged him, and he took it.  

Gen 33:12  Esau said, "Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before you."  

Gen 33:13  Ya'aqub said to him, "My lord knows that the children are tender, and that the flocks and herds with 

me have their young, and if they overdrive them one day, all the flocks will die.  

Gen 33:14  Please let my lord pass over before his servant, and I will lead on gently, according to the pace of 

the livestock that are before me and according to the pace of the children, until I come to my lord to Seir."  

Gen 33:15  Esau said, "Let me now leave with you some of the folk who are with me." He said, "Why? Let me 

find favour in the sight of my lord."  

Gen 33:16  So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir.  

Gen 33:17  Ya'aqub travelled to Succoth, built himself a house, and made shelters for his livestock. Therefore 

the name of the place is called Succoth.  

Gen 33:18  Ya'aqub came in peace to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from 

Paddan Aram; and encamped before the city.  

Gen 33:19  He bought the parcel of ground where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, 

Shechem's father, for one hundred pieces of money.  

Gen 33:20  He erected an altar there, and called it "El God Yisrael". [Heb. El Elohei Yisrae 
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Compass Work 

Orientation and Word Study 

The Path 

 

 

 

 ח

 

 לַ 

 

 ׁשַ 

 

 יַ 

 

 וַ 

 

letter: 

 

chet 

 

lahmed 

 

shin 

 

yod 

 

vav 

 

sound: 

 

CH 

 

Lah 

 

SH 

 

Yyee 

 

Vah 
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and he sent = VAYISHLACH = רישלח 

The Legend 

 

and sent Jacob 

 

va-yishlach Ya’akov 

 

חַי ֲעֹקב ל  ׁש  י   ו 

 

messengers 

 

mal’achim 

 

ים ָאכ  ל   מ 

 

before him 

 

l’fanav 

 

ָפָניו  ל 

 

to Esau brother-his 

 

el-Esav acheev 

 

יו  ֶאל־ֵעָשוַָאח 

 

land-toward Seir 

 

artsa Se’ir 

 

יר ָצהֵַשע  ר   א 

 

field (of) Edom 

 

s’deh Edom 

 

ֵדהֱַאדֹום׃  ש 

 

—Genesis 32:3(4 תנ״ך) 

 

Related Words 

 

delegate, envoy, messenger, 

emissary, agent 

 

shaliach 

 

יחַ   ָׁשל 

 

treats sent on Purim 

 

shalach manot 

 

חַָמנֹות ל   ׁש 

 

missile, weapon, javelin; 

sprout, shoot, plant 

shehlach ח  ֶׁשל 

logosref:Bible.Ge32.3
logosref:BibleBHS.Ge32.4
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dismissed, driven out, 

abandoned, divorced 

 

shulach 

 

ח ל   ׁשֻׁ

 

Let my people go! (Ex. 7:16) 

 

shalach et ami 

 

י מ  חֶַאתַע  ל   ׁש 

 

scapegoat 

 

sa’ir ha-mishta-le-ach 

 

ֵלחַ  ׁשּת  מ  ירַה   ָשע 

 

by proxy (on the hand of a 

messenger) 

 

al-y’dei shaliach 

 

יחַ  ֵדיַָׁשל  ל־י   ע 

 

relay race (running 

messengers) 

 

me-rots sh’lichim 

 

ים יח  ל   ֵמרֹוץַׁש 

 

mission, errand; message 

 

sh’lichoot 

 

יחּות ל   ׁש 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

logosref:Bible.Ex7.16
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Key Words 

 

 

Afraid H3372 

 ירא

yar̂e'̂ 
BDB Definition: 

1) to fear, revere, be afraid 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to fear, be afraid 

1a2) to stand in awe of, be awed 

1a3) to fear, reverence, honour, respect 

1b) (Niphal) 

1b1) to be fearful, be dreadful, be feared 

1b2) to cause astonishment and awe, be held in awe 

1b3) to inspire reverence or godly fear or awe 

1c) (Piel) to make afraid, terrify 

2) (TWOT) to shoot, pour 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 907, 908 

 

 

Distressed H3334 

 יצר

yat̂sar 
BDB Definition: 

1) to bind, be distressed, be in distress, be cramped, be narrow, be scant, be in straits, make narrow, cause 
distress, beseige 

1a) (Qal) to suffer distress 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 197 
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Wrestled  H79 

 אבק

'ab̂aq 

BDB Definition: 

1) (Niphal) to wrestle, grapple (get dusty), bedust 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root, probably to float away (as vapour), but used 
only as denominative from H80 

 
 

Bless  H1288 

 ּברך

bar̂ak 

BDB Definition: 

1) to bless, kneel 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to kneel 

1a2) to bless 

1b) (Niphal) to be blessed, bless oneself 

1c) (Piel) to bless 

1d) (Pual) to be blessed, be adored 

1e) (Hiphil) to cause to kneel 

1f) (Hithpael) to bless oneself 

2) (TWOT) to praise, salute, curse 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 285 
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Outline of Text For This Week’s Parashah (Torah Portion):  
—32:4[3] Esau Prepares to Attack Jacob  

—32:7[6] Fearful Jacob Positions His Family Accordingly 

 —32:10[9] Jacob Cries Out to YHVH  

—32:14[13] Jacob Tries to Appease Esau’s Wrath by Bribing Him 

 —32:25[24] Jacob Wrestles With the Messenger of Elohim  

—33:1 Jacob and Esau Meet  

—33:16 They Part Company  

—33:18 Jacob Arrives In Shechem 

 

 

Commentary – Rabbi Menachem Leibtag 

 

This Particular Torah Section we are looking at in year 1 deal with the following situations in Yaakov’s 

Life 

 

A)  32:4-33:17Yaakov's confrontation with Esav upon his return to Eretz Canaan.  

B)  33:18-20  Yaakov's arrival in Shechem.  

 

Yaakov’s confrontation with Esau upon his return to Eretz Canaan 

 

Upon his arrival in Eretz Canaan, why doesn't Yaakov go home immediately? After all, he has been away from 

his parents for over twenty years! Similarly, why doesn't Yaakov return immediately to Bet-El to fulfill his 

"neder?" After all, he had promised God that 'should he return home safely,' he would establish a Bet Elokim in 

Bet-El! Instead, Yaakov buys property and establishes his household in Shechem. He only moves on to Bet-El 

much later, after the incident with Dena, and only after God commands him to do so! What's going on? In this 

week's shiur we suggest a very simple answer, based on a rather intricate analysis.   

 

Yaakov’s Name Change 

 

Even though Yaakov's name change to Yisrael appears to be quite similar to Avram's name change to 

Avraham, in essence, they are very different. In contrast with Avraham, where a single letter ["heh"] is added to 

his existing name – Yisrael constitutes an entirely new name. Furthermore, 'Yisrael' serves as 

an alternative name for Yaakov, in contrast with Avraham which became a replacement!   

  

Vayishlach(Genesis 32:4-36:43) 

Feeling the Fear – Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks 

It is one of the most enigmatic episodes in the Torah, but also one of the most important, because it was the 

moment that gave the Jewish people its name: Israel, one who "wrestles with God and with men and prevails." 

Jacob, hearing that his brother Esau is coming to meet him with a force of four hundred men, was terrified. He 

was, says the Torah, "very afraid and distressed." He made three forms of preparation: appeasement, prayer and 

war (Rashi to Gen. 32:9). He sent Esau a huge gift of cattle and flocks, hoping thereby to appease him. He 
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prayed to God, "Rescue me, I pray, from the hand of my brother" (Gen. 32:12). And he made preparation for 

war, dividing his household into two camps so that one at least would survive. 

Yet he remained anxious. Alone at night he wrestled with a stranger until the break of dawn. Who the stranger 

was is not clear. The text calls him a man. Hosea (12:4) called him an angel. The sages said it was the guardian 

angel of Esau.[1] Jacob himself seems sure that he has encountered God himself. He calls the place where the 

struggle took place Peniel, saying, "I have seen God face to face and my life was spared" (Gen. 32:30). 

There are many interpretations. One, however, is particularly fascinating both in terms of style and substance. It 

comes from Rashi's grandson, Rabbi Shmuel ben Meir (Rashbam, France, c.1085-1158). Rashbam had a 

strikingly original approach to biblical commentary.[2] He felt that the sages, intent as they were on reading the 

text for its halakhic ramifications, often failed to penetrate to what he called omek peshuto shel mikra, the plain 

sense of the text in its full depth. 

Rashbam felt that his grandfather occasionally erred on the side of a midrashic, rather than a "plain" reading of 

the text. He tells us that he often debated the point with Rashi himself, who admitted that if he had the time he 

would have written further commentaries to the Torah in the light of new insights into the plain sense that occur 

to him "every day." This is a fascinating insight into the mind of Rashi, the greatest and most famous 

commentator in the entire history of rabbinic scholarship. 

All of this is a prelude to Rashbam's remarkable reading of the night-time wrestling match. He takes it as an 

instance of what Robert Alter has called a type-scene,[3] that is, a stylised episode that happens more than once 

in Tenakh. One obvious example is young-man-meets-future-wife-at-well, a scene enacted with variations three 

times in the Torah: in the case of Abraham's servant and Rebecca, Jacob and Rachel, and Moses and Tsipporah. 

There are differences between them, but sufficient similarities to make us realise that we are dealing with a 

convention. Another example, which occurs many times in Tanakh, is birth-of-a-hero-to-a-hitherto-infertile-

woman. 

Rashbam sees this as the clue to understanding Jacob's night-time fight. He relates it to other episodes in 

Tanakh, two in particular: the story of Jonah, and the obscure episode in the life of Moses when, on his way 

back to Egypt, the text says that "When they were in the place where they spent the night along the way, God 

confronted Moses and wanted to kill him" (Ex, 4:24). Tzipporah then saved Moses' life by giving their son 

a brit (Ex. 4:25-26).[4] 

It is the story of Jonah that provides the key to understanding the others. Jonah sought to escape from his 

mission to go to Nineveh to warn the people that the city was about to be destroyed if they did not repent. Jonah 

fled in a boat to Tarshish, but God brought a storm that threatened to sink the ship. The prophet was then 

thrown into the sea and swallowed by a giant fish that later vomited him out alive. Jonah thus realised that flight 

was impossible. 
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The same, says Rashbam, applies to Moses who, at the burning bush, repeatedly expressed his reluctance to 

undertake the task God had set him. Evidently, Moses was still prevaricating even after beginning the journey, 

which is why God was angry with him. 

So it was with Jacob. According to Rashbam, despite God's assurances, he was still afraid of encountering Esau. 

His courage failed him and he was trying to run away. God sent an angel to stop him doing so. 

It is a unique interpretation, sobering in its implications. Here were three great men, Jacob, Moses and Jonah, 

yet all three, according to Rashbam, were afraid. Of what? None was a coward. 

They were afraid, essentially, of their mission. Moses kept telling God at the burning bush: Who am I? They 

won't believe in me. I am not a man of words. Jonah was reluctant to deliver a message from God to Israel's 

enemies. And Jacob had just said to God, "I am unworthy of all the kindness and faith that You have shown 

me" (Gen. 32:11). 

Nor were these the only people in Tanakh who had this kind of fear. So did the prophet Isaiah when he said to 

God, "I am a man of unclean lips." So did Jeremiah when he said, "I cannot speak: I am a child." 

This is not physical fear. It is the fear that comes from a feeling of personal inadequacy. "Who am I to lead the 

Jewish people?" asked Moses. "Who am I to deliver the word of God?" asked the prophets. "Who am I to stand 

before my brother Esau, knowing that I will continue the covenant and he will not?" asked Jacob. Sometimes 

the greatest have the least self-confidence, because they know how immense is the responsibility and how small 

they feel in relation to it. Courage does not mean having no fear. It means having fear but overcoming it. If that 

is true of physical courage it is no less true of moral and spiritual courage. 

 

Kiel & Delitszech Commentary on the Tenach 

Genesis 32:26-30 
 

“And when He (the unknown) saw that He did not overcome him, He touched his hip-socket; and his hip-

socket was put out of joint (ע ע from ֵּתק   as He wrestled with him.” Still Jacob would not let Him go until He (ָרק 

blessed him. He then said to Jacob, “They name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel (ָרֵאל ש   ,God's fighter ,י 

from ָשָרה to fight, and ֵאל God); for thou hast fought with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” When Jacob 

asked Him His name, He declined giving any definite answer, and “blessed him there.” He did not tell him His 

name; not merely, as the angel stated to Manoah in reply to a similar question (Jdg_13:18), because it was ֶפֶלא 

wonder, i.e., incomprehensible to mortal man, but still more to fill Jacob's soul with awe at the mysterious 

character of the whole event, and to lead him to take it to heart. What Jacob wanted to know, with regard to the 

person of the wonderful Wrestler, and the meaning and intention of the struggle, he must already have 

suspected, when he would not let Him go until He blessed him; and it was put before him still more plainly in 

the new name that was given to him with this explanation, “Thou hast fought with Elohim and with men, and 

hast conquered.” God had met him in the form of a man: God in the angel, according to Hos_12:4-5, i.e., not in 

a created angel, but in the Angel of Jehovah, the visible manifestation of the invisible God. Our history does not 

speak of Jehovah, or the Angel of Jehovah, but of Elohim, for the purpose of bringing out the contrast between 

God and the creature. 
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This remarkable occurrence is not to be regarded as a dream or an internal vision, but fell within the sphere of 

sensuous perception. At the same time, it was not a natural or corporeal wrestling, but a “real conflict of both 

mind and body, a work of the spirit with intense effort of the body” (Delitzsch), in which Jacob was lifted up 

into a highly elevated condition of body and mind resembling that of ecstasy, through the medium of the 

manifestation of God. In a merely outward conflict, it is impossible to conquer through prayers and tears. As the 

idea of a dream or vision has no point of contact in the history; so the notion, that the outward conflict of bodily 

wrestling, and the spiritual conflict with prayer and tears, are two features opposed to one another and 

spiritually distinct, is evidently at variance with the meaning of the narrative and the interpretation of the 

prophet Hosea. Since Jacob still continued his resistance, even after his hip had been put out of joint, and would 

not let Him go till He had blessed him, it cannot be said that it was not till all hope of maintaining the conflict 

by bodily strength was taken from him, that he had recourse to the weapon of prayer.  

 

And when Hosea (Hos_12:4-5) points his contemporaries to their wrestling forefather as an example for their 

imitation, in these words, “He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and in his human strength he fought 

with God; and he fought with the Angel and prevailed; he wept and made supplication unto Him,” the turn by 

which the explanatory periphrasis of Jacob's words, “I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me,” is linked on 

to the previous clause by ָּבָכה without a copula or vav consec., is a proof that the prophet did not regard the 

weeping and supplication as occurring after the wrestling, or as only a second element, which was subsequently 

added to the corporeal struggle. 

 

Hosea evidently looked upon the weeping and supplication as the distinguishing feature in the conflict, without 

thereby excluding the corporeal wrestling. At the same time, by connecting this event with what took place at 

the birth of the twins (Gen_25:26), the prophet teaches that Jacob merely completed, by his wrestling with God, 

what he had already been engaged in even from his mother's womb, viz., his striving for the birthright; in other 

words, for the possession of the covenant promise and the covenant blessing. This meaning is also indicated by 

the circumstances under which the event took place. Jacob had wrested the blessing of the birthright from his 

brother Esau; but it was by cunning and deceit, and he had been obliged to flee from his wrath in consequence. 

And now that he desired to return to the land of promise and his father's house, and to enter upon the inheritance 

promised him in his father's blessing; Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men, which filled him with great 

alarm. As he felt too weak to enter upon a conflict with him, he prayed to the covenant God for deliverance 

from the hand of his brother, and the fulfilment of the covenant promises. The answer of God to this prayer was 

the present wrestling with God, in which he was victorious indeed, but not without carrying the marks of it all 

his life long in the dislocation of his thigh. Jacob's great fear of Esau's wrath and vengeance, which he could not 

suppress notwithstanding the divine revelations at Bethel and Mahanaim, had its foundation in his evil 

conscience, in the consciousness of the sin connected with his wilful and treacherous appropriation of the 

blessing of the first-born.  

 

To save him from the hand of his brother, it was necessary that God should first meet him as an enemy, and 

show him that his real opponent was God Himself, and that he must first of all overcome Him before he could 

hope to overcome his brother. And Jacob overcame God; not with the power of the flesh however, with which 

he had hitherto wrestled for God against man (God convinced him of that by touching his hip, so that it was put 

out of joint), but by the power of faith and prayer, reaching by firm hold of God even to the point of being 

blessed, by which he proved himself to be a true wrestler of God, who fought with God and with men, i.e., who 

by his wrestling with God overcame men as well. And whilst by the dislocation of his hip the carnal nature of 

his previous wrestling was declared to be powerless and wrong, he received in the new name of Israel the prize 

of victory, and at the same time directions from God how he was henceforth to strive for the cause of the Lord. - 

By his wrestling with God, Jacob entered upon a new stage in his life. As a sign of this, he received a new 

name, which indicated, as the result of this conflict, the nature of his new relation to God. But whilst Abram and 
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Sarai, from the time when God changed their names (Gen_17:5 and Gen_17:15), are always called by their new 

names; in the history of Jacob we find the old name used interchangeably with the new. “For the first two 

names denoted a change into a new and permanent position, effected and intended by the will and promise of 

God; consequently the old names were entirely abolished. But the name Israel denoted a spiritual state 

determined by faith; and in Jacob's life the natural state, determined by flesh and blood, still continued to stand 

side by side with this. Jacob's new name was transmitted to his descendants, however, who were called Israel as 

the covenant nation. For as the blessing of their forefather's conflict came down to them as a spiritual 

inheritance, so did they also enter upon the duty of preserving this inheritance by continuing in a similar 

conflict. 

 

B’rit Chadashah 
On the two camps or houses of Israel: Hebrews 8:8 (Ref. 2 Camps of Jacob when he was meeting Esau) 

Heb 8:8 For finding fault with them, He said to them, "Behold, days are coming, says YAHWEH, and I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah; 

 

On Yeshua wrestling with himself: Matthew 26:36–46 

Mat 26:36 Then Yahshua came with them to a place called Gethsemane. And He said to the disciples, Sit here, 

while I go and pray . 

Mat 26:37 And taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He began to grieve and to be deeply troubled. 

Mat 26:38 Then He said to them, My soul is deeply grieved, even unto death. Stay here and watch with Me. 

Mat 26:39 And going forward a little, He fell on His face, praying, and saying, My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will. 

Mat 26:40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And He said to Peter, So! Were you not able 

to watch one hour with Me? 

Mat 26:41 Watch and pray, that you do not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is ready, but the flesh is 

weak. 

Mat 26:42 Again, going away a second time, He prayed, saying, My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to 

pass away except I drink it, let Your will be done. 

Mat 26:43 And coming, He again found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

Mat 26:44 And leaving them, going away again, He prayed a third time, saying the same word. 

Mat 26:45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, Sleep on, and rest for what time remains. Behold, 

the hour draws near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Mat 26:46 Rise up, let us go. Behold, the one betraying Me draws near. 

 

On being delivered from our enemies: James 7:4–10  

Jas 5:7 Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of our Master. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious 

fruit of the earth, being patient over it until it may receive the early and the latter rain. 

Jas 5:8 You also be patient. Set your hearts firmly, because the coming of our Master has drawn near. 

Jas 5:9 Do not murmur against one another, brothers, that you not be condemned. Behold, the Judge stands 

before the door. 

Jas 5:10 My brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of YAHWEH as an example of your suffering, 

and of your patience. 

Jas 5:11 Behold, we call those blessed who endure. You have heard of the patience of Job, and you saw what 

YAHWEH did for him at the end, "For YAHWEH is full of tender mercy and compassion." (Psa. 103:8) 
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On vengeance: Romans 12:19 

Rom 12:19 not avenging yourselves, beloved, but giving place to wrath, for it has been written, "Vengeance is 

Mine, I will repay," says YAHWEH. (Deut. 32:35) 

 

  

Questions For Study  -  FROM YAAKOV TO YISRAEL  

Tanach Study Center – Rabbi Mennachem Leibtag 

  

1.  Recall how Parshat Va'yetze concluded with Yaakov meeting the "maalachei Elokim" [angels of God] - see 

32:1-3.  In your opinion, did this have any affect on his decision to send messengers to meet Esav (see 32:4-5).   

 In your answer, relate to the angels that Yaakov first saw in Bet El before leaving Eretz Canaan, and 

God's promise to him at that time (see 28:12-15).  Relate as well to why Yaakov had to run away in the first 

place, and for how long his mother told him that he should stay away for (see 27:41-45). 

 In your opinion, does Yaakov expect to find that Esav still wants to kill him, or does he think that Esav 

is no longer so angry? 

2.  Next, review 32:9-12 - i.e. Yaakov's prayer that God save him from Esav - noting how he recalls several 

earlier promises that God had made. How does this prayer relate to his original assumption regarding Esav and 

the report he received from his messengers that Esav is approaching with four hundred men? 

 Try to find the 'sources' (in Chumash) for what Yaakov mentions in 32:9 and 32:12.  Can you explain 

why Yaakov chose to relate to specifically these promises in his prayer? (Be sure to relate to 22:15-18.) 

3.  Does God answer Yaakov's prayer?  If so, when; and in what manner?  

 It appears that God did not provide Yaakov with an immediate answer to this prayer. In your opinion, 

did this affect (in any manner) Yaakov's plan for confronting (or running away) from Esav?  If so, explain how. 

4. Based on everything that Yaakov does between 32:4 and 32:23, how does Yaakov plan to save his family?   

 Note how the next event is his struggle in 32:24-30.  In your opinion, was this confrontation simply 

'incidental', or did God send this person?  If the latter, can you suggest a reason why?  Relate your reason to the 

above questions. 

5.  At the end of this struggle, Yaakov asks for a blessing, and the angel changes his name from Yaakov to 

Yisrael (see 32:28).  Attempt to relate this name change to all the previous events.  Explain as well why this 

should be considered a 'blessing'! 

6. In what manner is Yaakov's name change to Yisrael different than Avram's name change to AvraHam?  [Be 

sure to note at least two distinctions.] 

 Based on your answer, why do you think that Yaakov continues to be called Yaakov, even after this 

name change?  Relate you answer to the above questions. 

 In your opinion, what does each name represent 
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Vayeshev – Genesis 37:1 to 37:36 Year 1 

 

Ancient Hebrew Research Center Revised Mechanical Translation 
Gen 37:1  and Ya'aqov [He restrains] settled in the land of the pilgrimages of his father, in the land of Kena'an 

[Lowered],  
Gen 37:2  these are the birthings of Ya'aqov [He restrains], Yoseph [Adding], the son of seventeen years, he existed 

the feeder with his brothers in the flocks and he was a young man with the sons of Bilhah [Wear out] and 
with the sons of Zilpah [Trickling], the women of his father, and Yoseph [Adding] brought their dysfunctional 
slander to their father,  

Gen 37:3  and Yisra'el [He turns El] had loved Yoseph [Adding] out of all his sons given that he was the son of his 
extreme old age and he made for him a tunic of wrists, (Sleeves to the wrists) 

Gen 37:4  and his brothers saw that their father loved him out of all his brothers and they hated him and they 
were not able to speak to him for completeness,  

Gen 37:5  and Yoseph [Adding] visualized a dream and he told it to his brothers and they continued to hate him,  
Gen 37:6  and he said to them, please hear this dream which I visualized,  
Gen 37:7  and look, we were binding sheaves in the midst of the field and look, my sheaf rose and she was also 

standing erect and look, your sheaves went around and they bent themselves down to my sheaf,  
Gen 37:8  and his brothers said to him, will you reign upon us or will you regulate in us and they continued to 

hate him because of his dreams and because of his words,  
Gen 37:9  and he visualized yet again another dream and he recounted him to his brothers and he said, look, I 

visualized a dream yet again and look, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bending themselves 
down to me,  

Gen 37:10  and he recounted it to his father and to his brothers and his father rebuked him and he said to him, 
what is this dream which you visualized, will I and your mother and your brothers come to bend ourselves 
down to you unto the land,  

Gen 37:11  and his brothers were envious with him and his father had guarded the word,  
Gen 37:12  and his brothers walked to feed the flocks of their father in Shekhem [Shoulder],  
Gen 37:13  and Yisra'el [He turns El] said to Yoseph [Adding], are your brothers not feeding in Shekhem 

[Shoulder], walk and I will send you to them, and he said to him, here am I,  
Gen 37:14  and he said to him, please walk, see the completeness of your brothers and the completeness of the 

flocks and return to me a word, and he sent him from the valley of Hhevron [Company] and he came unto 
Shekhem [Shoulder],  

Gen 37:15  and a man found him and look, he was wandering in the field and the man inquired of him saying, 
what are you searching out,  

Gen 37:16  and he said, I am searching out my brothers, please tell me where are they feeding,  
Gen 37:17  and the man said, they journeyed from this one given that I heard them saying, we will walk unto 

Dotan [Well], and Yoseph [Adding] walked after his brothers and he found them in Dotan [Well],  
Gen 37:18  and they saw him from a distance and before he came near to them, and they acted craftily with him 

to kill him,  
Gen 37:19  and they said, each to his brother, look, this master of the dreams is coming,  
Gen 37:20  and now walk and we will kill him and we will cause him to be thrown out in one of the cisterns and 

we will say a dysfunctional living one had eaten him and we will see how his dreams will exist,  
Gen 37:21  and Re'uven [See a son] heard and he delivered him from their hand and he said, we will not hit his 

being,  
Footnote: - The phrase "Not we~will~make~Hit~him Being" would literally be translated as "we will not hit 

him, a being" and makes no grammatical sense. The phrase may have originally been written as "Not 
we~will~make~Hit Being~him" meaning "we will not hit his being."   

 
Gen 37:22  and Re'uven [See a son] said to them, you will not pour out the blood, throw him out to this cistern 

which is in the wilderness and you will not send a hand in him, to deliver him from their hand to return him 
to his father,  



 

P
ag

e8
4

 

Gen 37:23  and it came to pass just as Yoseph [Adding] came to his brothers that they peeled off Yoseph 
[Adding], his tunic, the tunic of the wrists which was upon him,  

Gen 37:24  and they took him and they threw him out unto the cistern and the cistern was empty, without 
water in him,  

Gen 37:25  and they settled to eat bread and they lifted up their eyes and they saw and look, a caravan of the 
ones of Yishma'el [El will listen] was coming from Gil'ad [Mound of witness] and their camels were lifting up 
spice and balm and myrrh, walking to go down unto Mitsrayim [Troubles],  

Gen 37:26  and Yehudah [Praised] said to his brothers, what is the profit given that we kill our brother and we 
conceal his blood,  

Gen 37:27  walk and we will sell him to the ones of Yishma'el [El will listen] and our hand will not exist in him 
given that he is our brother, our flesh and his brothers heard,  

Gen 37:28  and the men, traders of Midian [Strife], crossed over and they drew and they brought up Yoseph 
[Adding] from the cistern and they sold Yoseph [Adding] to the ones of Yishma'el [El will listen] with twenty 
silver and they brought Yoseph [Adding] unto Mitsrayim [Troubles],  

Gen 37:29  and Re'uven [See a son] turned back to the cistern and look, Yoseph [Adding] was not in the cistern 
and he tore his garment,  

Gen 37:30  and he turned back to his brothers and he said, the boy is not with us and I, wherever am I coming,  
Gen 37:31  and they took the tunic of Yoseph [Adding] and they slew a she-goat and they dipped the tunic in the 

blood,  
Gen 37:32  and they sent the tunic of the wrist and they brought to their father and they said, we found this, 

please recognize the tunic of your son, is she or not,  
Gen 37:33  and he recognized her and he said, the tunic of my son, a dysfunctional living one ate him, Yoseph 

[Adding] is completely torn into pieces,  
Gen 37:34  and Ya'aqov [He restrains] tore his apparels and he set in place a sack in his waist and he mourned 

upon his son an abundant days,  
Gen 37:35  and all his sons and all his daughters rose to comfort him and he refused to comfort himself and 

said, given that I will go down to my son mourning, unto the underworld and his father wept for him,  
Gen 37:36  and the ones of Midian [Strife] had sold him to Mitsrayim [Troubles], to Potiphar [Belonging to the sun], 

the eunuch of Paroh [Great house], the noble of the slaughtering ones,  
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Related Words 

 

 

 

 

 ב

 

 ׁשֶּ 

 

 יֵ 

 

 וַ 

 

letter: 

 

vet 

 

shin 

 

yod 

 

vav 

 

sound: 

 

V 

 

SHeh 

 

Yyei 

 

Vah 

 

and he settled = VAYESHEV = וישב 
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Related Words 

to sit, dwell, live, settle 

 

yashav 

 

 ָיַׁשב

 

to preside, be chairman (sit as 

head) 

 

yashav rosh 

 

 ָיַׁשב ר אׁש

 

to study under scholars (sit 

before wise ones) 

 

yashav lifnei chachamim 

 

 ָיַׁשב ִלפֵני ֲחָכִמים

 

to succeed one’s father (sit on 

throne of father) 

 

yashav al kise aviv 

 

 ָיַׁשב ַעל ִכֵסא ָאִביו

 

colonizer, sitter, “squatter,” 

(slang, buttock) 

 

yashvan 

 

 ַיׁשָבן

 

settlement, population, 

consideration 

 

yeeshoov 

 

 ִיּׁשּוב

 

sedentary 

 

yasheev 

 

 ָיִׁשיב

 

sitting, residence, meeting, 

yeshiva (Talmud. college) 

 

y’shivah 

 

ִׁשיָבה  י 

 

! 
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Key Words 
 

Stranger H4033 

 מגּור  /  מגר

maĝur̂ 
BDB Definition: 

1) sojourning place, dwelling-place, sojourning 

1a) dwelling-place 

1b) sojourning, lifetime 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H1481 in the sense lodging 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 330c 

 

Generations H8435 

 ּתולדה  /  ּתלדה

tôledaĥ 

BDB Definition: 

1) descendants, results, proceedings, generations, genealogies 

1a) account of men and their descendants 

1a1) genealogical list of one’s descendants 

1a2) one’s contemporaries 

1a3) course of history (of creation etc) 

1b) begetting or account of heaven (metaphorically) 

Part of Speech: noun feminine plural 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H3205 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 867g 

 

 

Loved H157 

 אהב  /  אהב

'aĥab  /  'aĥeb̂ 

BDB Definition: 

1) to love 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) human love for another, includes family, and sexual 

1a2) human appetite for objects such as food, drink, sleep, wisdom 

1a3) human love for or to God 

1a4) act of being a friend 

1a4a) lover (participle) 

1a4b) friend (participle) 

1a5) God’s love toward man 

1a5a) to individual men 
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1a5b) to people Israel 

1a5c) to righteousness 

1b) (Niphal) 

1b1) lovely (participle) 

1b2) loveable (participle) 

1c) (Piel) 

1c1) friends 

1c2) lovers (figuratively of adulterers) 

2) to like 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 29 

 

Mourned H56 

 אבל

'ab̂al 
BDB Definition: 

1) to mourn, lament 

1a) (Qal) to mourn, lament 

1a1) of humans 

1a2) of inanimate objects (figuratively) 

1a2a) of gates 

1a2b) of land 

1b) (Hiphil) 

1b1) to mourn, cause to mourn (figuratively) 

1c) (Hithpael) 

1c1) to mourn 

1c2) play the mourner 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 6 

 

 

 

Comforted H5162 

 נחם

naĉham 

BDB Definition: 

1) to be sorry, console oneself, repent, regret, comfort, be comforted 

1a) (Niphal) 

1a1) to be sorry, be moved to pity, have compassion 

1a2) to be sorry, rue, suffer grief, repent 

1a3) to comfort oneself, be comforted 

1a4) to comfort oneself, ease oneself 
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1b) (Piel) to comfort, console 

1c) (Pual) to be comforted, be consoled 

1d) (Hithpael) 

1d1) to be sorry, have compassion 

1d2) to rue, repent of 

1d3) to comfort oneself, be comforted 

1d4) to ease oneself 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1344 
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COMMENTARY 

Joseph is one of my favorite Bible character’s no one wonder he is a picture of Messiah Ben Yoseph – Yeshua 

our Messiah. 

I wonder how many of us could have made it through the tests this young man went through and still be 

standing strong.  We see a young man who in his youth showed little wisdom due to his immaturity and 

humility in sharing his dreams with his brothers and father, to becoming a strong young man of virtue and faith.  

Being an obvious favorite of his father didn’t help the jealousy his brothers felt towards him. This is an 

important lesson in itself regarding parents with more than one child, favoring one above the other only 

provokes the evil inclination within the other child.  

Joseph is the father of Ephraim and Menasha and became the largest of the tribes except for Judah.   

We can spend a whole year studying his life alone!   

Dr. J.H.Hertz Commentary 

“The stories of Genesis, and especially the story of Joseph have at all times called forth the admiration of 

mankind. The fact that, after having been repeated for three thousand years and longer, these stories still possess 

an eternal freshness to children of all races and climes, proves that there is in them something of imperishable 

worth. There is no other literature in the world which offers that same thing. This is recognized even in 

educational circles that are far removed not only from the Traditional attitude towards the Bible, but even from 

the religious outlook. The uniqueness of these stores consists in the fact that there is in them a sense of 

overruling Divine Providence realizing its purpose through the complex interaction of human motives. They are 

saturated with the moral spirit. Duty, guilt and its punishment, the conflict of conscience with inclination, the 

triumph of moral and spiritual forces amidst the vicissitudes of human affairs – are the lading themes.” 

Commentary Elena Roth My Jewish Learning 

“The story of Joseph is found in the Book of Genesis, from chapters 37 though 50. Joseph’s saga is both 

expansive and integral to the overall narrative of the Israelites’ descent into Egypt. His progression from dream-

interpreting shepherd to minister of Egypt is one of the more layered and elaborate stories in the Torah. 

Family Life 

Joseph’s life is a series of highs and lows–literally and figuratively. In his father’s house, Joseph is the favored 

son: “Israel (another name for Jacob) loved Joseph more than all his sons since he was a child of his old age” 

(Genesis 37:3). Joseph likely also has this status because he is the eldest child of Jacob’s favorite (deceased) 

wife, Rachel. To demonstrate this preference, Jacob gifts Joseph with the famous kitonet passim, translated as 

both a garment with long sleeves, or a fine woolen tunic. (Commentators extrapolate that it had stripes of 

different colors.) This preferential treatment from their father elicits much jealousy from Joseph’s 10 older 

brothers. 

As a teenager, Joseph does little to ingratiate himself to his brothers. To find more favor with his father, he 

would report back unkindly about his older brothers’ activities while tending to the flocks (37:2). Joseph also 

tells his family about two dreams he had, the first in which 11 sheaves of wheat bow down to his, and a second 

where the sun, moon, and 11 stars all bow to him as well. In each case, Joseph interprets the dream as meaning 

that one day he will rule over his family (37:5-11). 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis.shtml?TSBI
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah.shtml?TSBI
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis/Jacob.shtml?TSBI
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis/Rachel.shtml?TSBI
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Eventually the brothers act on their emotions. Seeing the “dreamer” approach on a shepherding trip, they 

ambush Joseph and throw him into a pit–the first of the great depths to which Joseph will sink. The brothers 

soon sell him to Midianites who in turn sell him to an Ishmaelite caravan headed down to Egypt, continuing 

Joseph’s descent. The brothers then tear up Joseph’s special coat, dip it in goat’s blood, and present it to Jacob 

as proof of his son’s death.” 

Interesting Facts About Joseph 

 “Joseph” means “May God add or increase”   

 Was the 11th son of Jacob and the firstborn to his mother, Rachel.  

 His father, Jacob, was about 90 years old when Joseph was born    

 Was the favorite son of Jacob’s favorite wife   

 Was born about 8 years before Jacob returned from Haran to Canaan   

 Was the grandson of Isaac   

 Was the great-great grandson of Abraham  

 Had one brother—Benjamin 

 Had ten half  brothers   

 Was a dreamer of dreams and an interpreter of dreams n 13 chapters of Genesis are devoted to his life   

 Was born in Haran 75 years after the death of his grandfather, Isaac n Received the coat of many colors 

from his father n Joseph 

 17 when sold into slavery •  

 30 when he was made a ruler in Egypt •  

 37 when the famine began •  

 44 When the famine ended •  

 Governor of Egypt another 66 years after the famine ended • 

 110 when he died. 400 years later his bones were buried in Canaan n Joseph spent: • 17 years at home • 

8 of the 17 were spent in Haran • 9 of the 17 were spent in Canaan (shepherd) • 13 years as a slave and 

prisoner in Egypt • 80 years as a ruler in Egypt n Ruled Egypt during the 16th dynasty in the north of 

Egypt 

  

Study Questions for Discussion 

Chapter 37 
What is the purpose of verse 1 and the first phrase of verse 2? What was the conflict between Yosef 

and his brothers? What was its source and cause? How did Ya’akov exacerbate the situation? What 

symbolism did this item have and how did it affect Yosef's brothers' feelings toward him? What 

lesson did Ya’akov not learn from the actions of his father and mother in their treatment of he and 

his brother? What 

two events fueled the conflict between Yosef and his brothers; how and why? What was the 

response of his father? 

  

Where did Ya’akov send Yosef and why? What did his brothers do when they saw him? What was 

their initial plan? What role did Reuven play and why? What role did Y’hudah play? To whom was 

Yosef sold and for what price? What did the brothers do to explain Yosef's disappearance to their 

father? What did they say to him? What was his response? To whom was Yosef finally sold? 
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Here are parallels between the life of Yosef and the life of Y'shua HaMashiach, including the 

people and events that influenced their lives.   

 Let’s now chronicle the striking and uncanny parallels between Joseph and Messiah, the son of 
Joseph, the Suffering Servant (Many of these comparisons come from the book, Gleanings in 
Genesis, by Arthur W. Pink ):  

 Joseph had two names: Yoseph (meaning “to add, increase, do again”) and Zaphnath-panaaneah 
(41:45) (meaning “revealer of secrets”). How do these names point to Yeshua’s mission? To 
answer this, consider that the sin of the first Adam caused the depopulation of YHVH’s eternal 
kingdom, while Yeshua, the Second Adam, came to do what in regards to YHVH’s spiritual and 
eternal kingdom?  

 What was Joseph’s occupation before being sold into slavery (Gen 37:2)? What was Yeshua’s 
spiritual “occupation”? (Not sure? Read John 10:1–18.) Joseph’s father loved him more than all his 
brothers (37:3–4).  

 What was the relationship between Yeshua and his Father? (Read Matt 3:17; 17:5 and John 10:17.) 
Joseph was the son of his father’s old age (37:3). Relate this to Yeshua’s Father. Remember, old age 
is a metaphor for eternity. (Read John 1:1; 17:5; Mic 5:2; 1Peter 1:20; Rev 13:8.)  

 Joseph wore a multicolored robe of distinction and honor (37:3). What did the Roman soldiers 
place on Yeshua at his beating (Luke 23:11; John 19:24), and what multicolored, glorious 
phenomenon surrounds and adorns him while he sits on his heavenly throne (Rev 4:3)?  

 Joseph’s brethren hated him and spoke ill of him because of the evil intent of their hearts (37:4). 
What about Yeshua? ( John 7:7)  

 Joseph dreamed and foretold of his future sovereignty (37:6–10). Did Yeshua ever speak of his 
future glory in his Father’s kingdom? (Matt 26:64) Joseph was envied by his brethren. (37:11)? 
How about Yeshua? (Read Matt 27:17–18; Mark 12:6–7; John 12:18–19.)  

 Joseph was sent forth by his father on a mission of love to ascertain the welfare of his brothers 
(37:14). Was Yeshua sent by his Father to this earth for a similar mission? ( John 3:16–17; 1John 
4:10; Matt 15:24)  

 Joseph’s brothers rejected him. Did Yeshua’s brethren reject him? ( John 1:11; Isa 53:3) 
 Joseph wandered in the wilderness seeking his lost brothers until he found them (37:15–17). 

What about Yeshua? (Matt 15:24; Luke 19:10) Joseph was conspired against by his brothers 
(37:18). Yeshua? (Read Matt 12:44; Mark 14:1; John 7:30,32; 10:39; 11:57.)  

 Joseph’s words were disbelieved and he was insulted (37:19–20). Did Yeshua’s brethren accept 
his words? (Matt 27:39–44)  

 Joseph was cast into a pit (37:24). What happened to Yeshua after his crucifixion? (Matt 27:60)  
 Joseph was taken out of the pit alive bodily (37:28). What happened to Messiah Son of Joseph after 

being in the tomb for three days and nights? 
 Joseph was sold for silver. This was Judah’s idea (37:28). Was Yeshua sold? What was the name of 

the one who betrayed him for silver (Matt 26:14–16)?(He Continued Living)  
 Joseph’s coat was sprinkled in the blood of a goat as if the blood was his and presented to Jacob 

(37:31). Who also shed his blood before his Heavenly Father? Whose vesture is dipped in blood? 
(Rev 19:13).  

 Once in Egypt, Joseph went from being a prince to becoming a servant and a pauper (39:1). What 
happened to Yeshua when he came from heaven to this earth (spiritual Egypt)? (Phil 2:6-7)  

 Joseph prospered in his master’s house. His master was well pleased with him (39:3–4). Was the 
Father well pleased with Yeshua? (Matt 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; John 8:29).  

 Joseph was greatly tempted, yet without sin (39:7–12). And Yeshua? (Heb 4:15) Joseph was falsely 
accused (39:16–18). What about Yeshua? (Matt 26:59–60). When falsely accused Joseph did not 
defend himself. What about Messiah Son of Joseph? (Isa 53:7; Matt 27:12,14)  
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 In prison, Joseph won the respect of the jailor (39:21–23). What did the Roman centurion say of 
Yeshua? (Luke 23:47) Joseph was numbered with the transgressors. Who was crucified along side 
of Yeshua? (Isa 53:12; Mark 15:28).  

 Compare what happened to the two imprisoned with Joseph with the two thieves hanging on each 
side of Yeshua at the crucifixion. Joseph was the means of blessing to one (Pharaoh’s cupbearer) 
and the pronouncer of judgment to the other (Pharaoh’s baker) (40:13 and 40:19). What 
happened to the two thieves who hung with Yeshua? (Read Matt 27:38,44; Mark 15:27; 13:24–30; 
Luke 23:32–33; John 19:18). 
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Miketz – Genesis 41:1 – 41:52 Year One 

 

Gen 41:1  After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile,  

Gen 41:2  and behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass.  

Gen 41:3  And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows 

on the bank of the Nile.  

Gen 41:4  And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke.  

Gen 41:5  And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing 

on one stalk.  

Gen 41:6  And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by the east wind.  

Gen 41:7  And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream.  

Gen 41:8  So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise 

men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to Pharaoh.  

Gen 41:9  Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, "I remember my offenses today.  

Gen 41:10  When Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me and the chief baker in custody in the house of the 

captain of the guard,  

Gen 41:11  we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation.  

Gen 41:12  A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted 

our dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream.  

Gen 41:13  And as he interpreted to us, so it came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was hanged."  

Gen 41:14  Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had shaved 

himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh.  

Gen 41:15  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said 

of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it."  

Gen 41:16  Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."  

Gen 41:17  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Behold, in my dream I was standing on the banks of the Nile.  

Gen 41:18  Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass.  

Gen 41:19  Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen in all the land of 

Egypt.  

Gen 41:20  And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven plump cows,  

Gen 41:21  but when they had eaten them no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly 

as at the beginning. Then I awoke.  

Gen 41:22  I also saw in my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good.  

Gen 41:23  Seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them,  

Gen 41:24  and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. And I told it to the magicians, but there was no one who 

could explain it to me."  

Gen 41:25  Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about 

to do.  

Gen 41:26  The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one.  

Gen 41:27  The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by 

the east wind are also seven years of famine.  

Gen 41:28  It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do.  

Gen 41:29  There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt,  

Gen 41:30  but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. 

The famine will consume the land,  

Gen 41:31  and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe.  

Gen 41:32  And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about.  

Gen 41:33  Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt.  

Gen 41:34  Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt 

during the seven plentiful years.  
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Gen 41:35  And let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of 

Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it.  

Gen 41:36  That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land of 

Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine."  

Gen 41:37  This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants.  

Gen 41:38  And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?"  

Gen 41:39  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you 

are.  

Gen 41:40  You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the 

throne will I be greater than you."  

Gen 41:41  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt."  

Gen 41:42  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, and clothed him in garments of 

fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck.  

Gen 41:43  And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before him, "Bow the knee!" Thus he set him 

over all the land of Egypt.  

Gen 41:44  Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in 

all the land of Egypt."  

Gen 41:45  And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of 

Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.  

Gen 41:46  Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from 

the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt.  

Gen 41:47  During the seven plentiful years the earth produced abundantly,  

Gen 41:48  and he gathered up all the food of these seven years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in 

the cities. He put in every city the food from the fields around it.  

Gen 41:49  And Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it 

could not be measured.  

Gen 41:50  Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of 

On, bore them to him.  

Gen 41:51  Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. "For," he said, "God has made me forget all my hardship 

and all my father's house."  

Gen 41:52  The name of the second he called Ephraim, "For God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction."  
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The Legend 

 

and it was at the end o va-y’hi mikets 

 

ֵּקץ יַמ  ה  י   ו 

 

two years of da sh’natayim yamim 

 

ים יםַָימ  ָנת   ׁש 

 

that Pharaoh dreamed 

 

oo-far’oh cholem 

 

ֹעהַֹחֵלם ר   ּופ 

 

and here 

 

v’hinei 

 

ֵנה ה   ו 

 

stood 

 

omed 

 

 ֹעֵמד

 

on the Nile River … 

 

al-ha-y’or 

 

ֹאר׃ י  ל־ה   ע 

 

 

Related Words 

 

end, destruction (Gen. 6:13, Ps. 

119:96) 

 

kets 

 

 ֵקץ

 

after, at the end of mikets ֵּקץ  מ 

logosref:Bible.Ge6.13
logosref:Bible.Ps119.96
logosref:Bible.Ps119.96
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at the end of 

 

l’kets 

 

ֵקץ  ל 

 

from time to time, now and then 

 

l’kitsim 

 

ים צ  ק   ל 

 

his end has come (arrived) 

 

ba (higia) kitso 

 

צֹו (ַק  יע  ּג   ָּבאַ)ה 

 

reckoners of the end of days, 

eschatologists 

 

m ’chashvei kitsin 

 

ין צ  ֵביַק  ש  ח   מ 

 

cut off, chop, destroy 

 

katsats 

 

ץ  ָקצ 

 

severance of family connection, 

selling heirloom to outsider, 

marrying social inferior 

 

k’tsatsah 

 

ָצָצה  ק 

 

Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning. Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers. Page 

98.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 9:10 AM December 10, 2015. 

 

 

Key Words 

 

Dreamed H2492 

 חלם

châlam 

BDB Definition: 

1) to dream 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to dream (ordinary) 

1a2) to dream (prophetic) 

1a3) to dream (of false prophets) 

1b) (Hiphil) to dream 

https://www.logos.com/
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2) to be healthy, be strong 

2a) (Qal) to be healthy 

2b) (Hiphil) to restore to health 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 662, 663 

 

Dream H2472 

 חלום  /  חלם

chălôm 

BDB Definition: 

1) dream 

1a) dream (ordinary) 

1b) dream (with prophetic meaning) 

Part of Speech: noun masculine 

   

 

Interpret H6622 

 פתר

pâthar 

BDB Definition: 

1) (Qal) to interpret (dreams) 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1860 

 

Spirit H7307 

 רּוח

rûach 

BDB Definition: 

1) wind, breath, mind, spirit 

1a) breath 

1b) wind 

1b1) of heaven 

1b2) quarter (of wind), side 

1b3) breath of air 

1b4) air, gas 

1b5) vain, empty thing 

1c) spirit (as that which breathes quickly in animation or agitation) 

1c1) spirit, animation, vivacity, vigour 

1c2) courage 

1c3) temper, anger 

1c4) impatience, patience 

1c5) spirit, disposition (as troubled, bitter, discontented) 

1c6) disposition (of various kinds), unaccountable or uncontrollable impulse 
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1c7) prophetic spirit 

1d) spirit (of the living, breathing being in man and animals) 

1d1) as gift, preserved by God, God’s spirit, departing at death, disembodied being 

1e) spirit (as seat of emotion) 

1e1) desire 

1e2) sorrow, trouble 

1f) spirit 

1f1) as seat or organ of mental acts 

1f2) rarely of the will 

1f3) as seat especially of moral character 

1g) Spirit of God, the third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father and the Son 

1g1) as inspiring ecstatic state of prophecy 

1g2) as impelling prophet to utter instruction or warning 

1g3) imparting warlike energy and executive and administrative power 

1g4) as endowing men with various gifts 

1g5) as energy of life 

1g6) as manifest in the Shekinah glory 

1g7) never referred to as a depersonalized force 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7306 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2131a 

 

God H430 

 אלהים

'ĕlôhı̂ym 

BDB Definition: 

1) (plural) 

1a) rulers, judges 

1b) divine ones 

1c) angels 

1d) gods 

2) (plural intensive - singular meaning) 

2a) god, goddess 

2b) godlike one 

2c) works or special possessions of God 

2d) the (true) God 

2e) God 

Part of Speech: noun masculine plural 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: plural of H433 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 93c 
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Wise H2450 

 חכם

châkâm 

BDB Definition: 

1) wise, wise (man) 

1a) skilful (in technical work) 

1b) wise (in administration) 

1c) shrewd, crafty, cunning, wily, subtle 

1d) learned, shrewd (class of men) 

1e) prudent 

1f) wise (ethically and religiously) 

Part of Speech: adjective 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H2449 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 647b 

 

 

 

Zaphnath-paaneah H6847 

 צפנתַפענח

tsâphnath pa‛nêach 

BDB Definition: 

Zaphnath-paaneah = “treasury of the glorious rest” 

1) a name given by Pharaoh to Joseph 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: of Egyptian derivation 

 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah,.... Which, according to the paraphrase of Onkelos, signifies one 

to whom hidden things are revealed; or, as Jonathan, a revealer of secrets; and so most of the Jewish writers explain it; 

and which seems to be given him from his interpreting Pharaoh's dreams, and revealing what was hereafter to come to 

pass. (John Gills Exposition of the Bible) 
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Commentary: 
 

Here we see a “Spiritual Gift” in operation in the life of Joseph, who had the ability to interpret dreams by the Ruach of 

Elohim. 

 

It was this gift that Elohim put within him that brought him out of the pit to a place of authority only second to Pharoah! 

 

Pro_18:16  A man's gift makes room for him and brings him before the great.  

 

Proverbs 18:16 
A man's gift maketh room for him,.... Or "enlarges him" (y); brings him out of prison, or, or out of straits and 

difficulties with which he, has, been pressed; or it makes way for him to a judge, and for a favourable hearing of his 

cause; or it enlarges his acquaintance, and gains him respect among men;  

 

and bringeth him before great men; it opens a way for him into the presence and company of great men, being a fee to 

their servants; or with it he procures a place to wait on them. It is not necessary to understand it of a gift by way of bribe; 

but to introduce a person to another, and render him acceptable, and appease anger; as in the cases of Jacob and Abigail, 

Gen_32:20.  

 

(y) ירחיב. 

 

Ways Elohim has used ‘Dreams’ to speak to men 

 

(Gen 20:3)  But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, "Behold, you are a dead man because of 

the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife." 

 

(Gen 20:6)  Then God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and 

it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 

 

(Gen 31:10)  In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the 

flock were striped, spotted, and mottled. 

 

(Gen 31:11)  Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob,' and I said, 'Here I am!' 

 

(Gen 31:24)  But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night and said to him, "Be careful not to say 

anything to Jacob, either good or bad." 

 

(Num 12:6)  And he said, "Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a 

vision; I speak with him in a dream. 

 

(Jdg 7:13)  When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said, "Behold, I dreamed a 

dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it 

fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat." 

 

(Jdg 7:15)  As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to 

the camp of Israel and said, "Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand." 

 

(1Ki 3:5)  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask what I shall give you." 

 

(1Ki 3:15)  And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

(Dan 2:3)  And the king said to them, "I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream." 

 

(Dan 2:4)  Then the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we 

will show the interpretation." 
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(Dan 2:5)  The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, "The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the 

dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be laid in ruins. 

 

(Dan 2:6)  But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. 

Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation." 

 

(Dan 2:7)  They answered a second time and said, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show its 

interpretation." 

 

(Dan 2:9)  if you do not make the dream known to me, there is but one sentence for you. You have agreed to speak lying 

and corrupt words before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its 

interpretation." 

 

 (Dan 7:1)  In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in his 

bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 

 

(Joe 2:28)  "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 

 

(Mat 1:20)  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 

(Mat 2:12)  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

 

(Mat 2:13)  Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him." 

 

(Mat 2:19)  But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

 

(Mat 2:22)  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 

there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 

 

(Mat 27:19)  Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that 

righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream." 

 

(Act 2:17)  "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 

The Interpretation of Dreams come from Elohim 

Gen 41:16  Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."  

Miketz In A Nutshell 

Joseph’s imprisonment finally ends when Pharaoh dreams of seven fat cows that are swallowed up by 

seven lean cows, and of seven fat ears of grain swallowed by seven lean ears. Joseph interprets thedreams to 

mean that seven years of plenty will be followed by seven years of hunger, and advises Pharaoh to store grain 

during the plentiful years. Pharaoh appoints Joseph governor of Egypt. Joseph marries Asenath, daughter 

of Potiphar, and they have two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3211/jewish/Prison-Juice.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/63470/jewish/Moshiach-An-Anthology.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/64974/jewish/The-Seven-Fat-Cows.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1295/jewish/Forty-Days-and-Forty-Nights.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/65191/jewish/Local-Dust.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1127/jewish/The-Cosmic-Fantasy.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2953/jewish/The-Girl-Who-Had-To-Be-Jewish.htm
http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=64497
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/63496/jewish/Cholent.htm
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Famine spreads throughout the region, and food can be obtained only in Egypt. Ten of Joseph’s brothers come 

to Egypt to purchase grain; the youngest, Benjamin, stays home, for Jacob fears for his safety. Joseph 

recognizes his brothers, but they do not recognize him; he accuses them of being spies, insists that they 

bring Benjamin to prove that they are who they say they are, and imprisons Simeon as a hostage. Later, they 

discover that the money they paid for their provisions has been mysteriously returned to them. 

Jacob agrees to send Benjamin only after Judah assumes personal and eternal responsibility for him. This time 

Joseph receives them kindly, releasesSimeon, and invites them to an eventful dinner at his home. But then he 

plants his silver goblet, purportedly imbued with magic powers, in Benjamin’s sack. When the brothers set out 

for home the next morning, they are pursued, searched, and arrested when the goblet is discovered. Joseph 

offers to set them free and retain only Benjamin as his slave. 

© Copyright, all rights reserved. If you enjoyed this article, we encourage you to distribute it further, provided 

that you comply with Chabad.org's copyright policy. 

 

Commentary From The Sages 

 And it came to pass...(Genesis 41:1) 

The three Torah sections (Vayeishev, Mikeitz andVayigash) that relate the story of Joseph and his brothers... are always 

read before, during or immediately after the festival of Chanukah. 

Since "to everything is its season, and a time for every purpose" (Ecclesiastes 3:1), certainly the arrangement of the festivals of 

the year, which are the "appointed times of G-d" (Leviticus 23:4), as well as the festivals and fasts instituted by the Sages, all 

have a special connection to the Torah readings in whose weeks they fall, since everything is masterminded by G-d. Thus the 

story of Joseph is destined to be repeated with the royal Hashmonai family in the Greek era... 

(Shaloh) 

 

 
And it came to pass at the end of two years (41:1)  

 
Every affliction to befall man has a set time to end; as it is written, "An end He set to darkness, and every limit He investigates" 

(Job 28:3). This is said regarding Joseph, who was ten years in prison [when he asked the chief butler to intercede for him] but 

G-d investigated and saw that it is necessary for him to be imprisoned for another two years... 

"In every sorrow there is profit" (Proverbs 14:23). This, too, is said in regard to Joseph, who suffered in prison and then profited 

from it [in becoming] ruler over Egypt... 

(Midrash Tanchuma) 

 
And Pharaoh was dreaming (41:1) 

Should it not say, "and Pharaoh dreamed"? But this is to teach us that for those two years Pharaoh would see this dream each 

and every night, but would not remember it, until the time came for Joseph to come out of prison; that morning, he woke up and 

remembered it. 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1122/jewish/A-Rift-Extending-Across-History.htm
http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=2666#Vayishlach33_3
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2202/jewish/How-Truth-Got-a-Life.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/43151/jewish/The-Aleph-Files.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1330/jewish/Good-as-Gold.htm
http://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=64493
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1101/jewish/The-Development.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1399/jewish/The-Onion-Plot.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3181
javascript:void(0);
http://www.chabad.org/8236#v1
http://www.chabad.org/16464#v1
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2693
http://www.chabad.org/9924#v4
http://www.chabad.org/16430#v3
http://www.chabad.org/16385#v23
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(Midrash HaGadol) 

 
Behold, he stood over the River (41:1) 

The wicked see themselves as standing over their gods, as it says, "And Pharaoh dreamed; and, behold, he stood over the river" 

(the Nile being the arch idol of Egypt). But as for the righteous, their G-d stands over them, as it says (regarding Jacob's dream), 

"Behold, G-d stood over him" (Genesis 28:13). 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
The River (41:1) 

I.e., the Nile. The verse refers to it as the yeor (lit., "the canal"), because the whole country was full of artificially constructed 

canals which the Nile flows filled with water, since rain does not regularly fall in Egypt. 

(Rashi) 

Pharaoh saw the cows and sheaves coming out of the River, for sustenance comes to Egypt only from the Nile, and famine, too, 

comes only from the Nile. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
And he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all her wise men... but there was none that could interpret them to 

Pharaoh (41:8) 

There were indeed interpreters of the dreams, but "none that could interpret them to Pharaoh"--their interpretations were 

unacceptable to him. They said: the seven good cows mean that you will beget seven daughters; the seven ill-favored cows, that 

you will bury seven daughters; the seven full ears of grain, that you will conquer seven provinces; the seven thin ears, that seven 

provinces will revolt against you. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

More 

 

 

 
Then spoke the chief butler to Pharaoh... "There was there with us a lad, a Hebrew, a slave... and he interpreted to us our 

dreams" (41:9-12) 

Accursed are the wicked, for they never do a kindness thoroughly. In mentioning Joseph, the Chief Butler speaks of him in 

disparaging language: "a lad"--unwise and unfitted for a high position; "a Hebrew," who does not even know our language; "a 

slave," and it is written in the bylaws of Egypt that a slave may neither become a ruler nor dress in princely robes. 

(Rashi) 

 
And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was: I was restored to my office, and he was hanged (41:13) 

http://www.chabad.org/8223#v13
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2693


 

P
ag

e1
0

6
 

Said Rabbi Banaah: There were twenty-four interpreters of dreams in Jerusalem. Once I dreamt a dream and I went around to all 

of them and they all gave different interpretations, and all were fulfilled, thus confirming that which is said, "All dreams follow 

the mouth." 

Said Rabbi Eleazar: Whence do we know that all dreams follow the mouth? Because it says, "And it came to pass, as he 

interpreted to us, so it was." Raba said: This is only if the interpretation corresponds to the content of the dream: for it says, "To 

each man according to his dream he did interpret." 

(Talmud, Berachot 55b) 

A woman came to Rabbi Eliezer and said to him: "I saw in a dream that the loft of the upper story of my house was split open." 

"You will conceive a son," he told her. She went away and it happened so. Again she dreamed the same and came and told it to 

Rabbi Eliezer, who gave her the same interpretation, and it happened so. She dreamed this a third time and repaired to him but 

did not find him, so she told her dream to his disciples. "You will bury your husband," they told her, and this did happen. Rabbi 

Eliezer, hearing a cry of wailing, asked what was amiss, whereupon they related to him what had occurred. "You have killed the 

man," he upbraided them. "Is it not written, 'And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was'"? 

Rabbi Yochanan said: All dreams are dependent on the interpretation given to them, save a dream about wine. Sometimes a 

dream of drinking wine bodes well, and sometimes it spells misfortune. When a scholar drinks, it is a good sign; when an 

ignoramus drinks, it spells misfortune. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
And Pharaoh said to Joseph: "In my dream, I am standing on the bank of the River. And, behold, there come out of the 

River seven cows..." (41:17-18) 

In contrast, Joseph saw in his dream (recounted in the beginning of the previous Parshah) that, "We were binding sheaves in the 

field..." 

Both Pharaoh and Joseph behold the future in their dreams, but with a significant difference. To Pharaoh life is a river, with 

himself standing on the riverbank-outside of its flow, a passive bystander to what transpires. To Joseph life is a field within 

which he toils, laboring at "binding sheaves"--gathering its diverse stalks and binding them into an integral whole. 

Many are seduced by the enticements of Pharaoic life. "We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt for free," the children of 

Israel grumbled (Numbers 11:5) when G-d had stripped them of the shackles and security of slavery. Life is a free lunch in 

Pharaoh's Egypt; there are no choices in your life, but neither is there the anxiety and responsibility they entail. You simply 

stand on the riverbank and watch the cows and years follow and consume one another. 

Pharaoh's vision may be every vegetable's utopia, but there is little satisfaction and no fulfillment in his free fish. It is only in 

the toilsome labor in the field of life that the most important freedom of all is to be found: the freedom to achieve and create. 

(from the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
And all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt... (41:30) 

This is the interpretation of the fact that, in the dream, the lean cows (and ears) swallowed up the fat. 

(Rashi) 

 
And Pharaoh said to Joseph...there is none as understanding and wise as you (41:39) 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2693
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2693
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2693
http://www.chabad.org/9939#v5
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"Understanding" (navon) is one who can deduce one thing from another; "wise" (chacham) is one who possesses wisdom. 

A navon who is not achacham is like a mighty warrior who is unarmed; a chacham who is not a navon is like a weakling with 

armaments; a navon and chacham is a strong and armed warrior. 

(Midrash) 

 
[Pharaoh] made him to ride in the second chariot which he had... And Joseph... passed through all the land of Egypt (41:43-

45) 

What is the meaning of the verse (Genesis 49:22), said in regard to Joseph, "The daughters strode upon the ramparts"? As 

Joseph rode in the chariot across the land of Egypt, the daughters of Egypt were walking atop the walls and throwing golden 

rings to him, hoping that he would look at their beauty... 

(Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer) 

 
 

And he gave him to wife Asenat the daughter of Poti-Phera (41:45) 

Most commentaries identify Poti-Phera with Potiphar, Joseph's former master. 

According to a Midrashic account cited by a number of the commentaries, Asenat was the daughter of Dinah from Shechem. 

Banished from Jacob's house, Asenat wandered to Egypt and was raised by Potiphar and his wife. When the daughters of Egypt 

threw their jewelry at Joseph (see above), Asenat threw a golden amulet which identified her as a granddaughter of Jacob, and 

Joseph took her as his wife. 

 
And [Joseph] collected the food... the produce of each citys surrounding fields he placed within it (41:48) 

Each part of the land preserves its own produce; one mixes from the local dust into the grain and this keeps it from spoiling. 

(Rashis commentary) 

Also the produce of man requires some "local dust" as a preservative, lest it rot. 

The greater a persons achievements, the more susceptible they are to corruption. A fruitful yield in life--material or spiritual--

may breed an arrogance that corrodes all that is good and G-dly in it. The solution is a dose of dust. One who saturates his 

successes with humility and self-effacement, guarantees their preservation as positive and constructive forces in his own life and 

the lives of his fellows. 

(from the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
 

And to Joseph were born two sons... (41:50) 

In galut (exile), a person is deprived of his "home"--of the environment that preserves his faith, nourishes his growth and spurs 

his achievements. But precisely because it deprives him of the support of his natural environment, the state ofgalut compels the 

person to turn to the inner reaches of his soul and extract from there reserves of commitment and determination never tapped in 

more tranquil times. 

http://www.chabad.org/8244#v22
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This is one positive function of galut. In addition, exile broadens a person's horizons, bringing him in contact with things and 

circumstances he never would have encountered at home. Many of these are negative things and circumstances, contrary to the 

values of his homeland and tradition; but everything in G-d's world possesses a positive potential. When a person learns to resist 

and reject the negative aspects of these alien things, he can then redeem the "sparks of holiness" they harbor at their core by 

utilizing their essence toward good and G-dly ends. 

Joseph in Egypt experienced these two stages in the positive exploitation of galut. In naming his first son Manasseh 

("forgetting"), Joseph referred to his struggles in an environment intent on eradicating all memory of home and roots, and how 

his battle against forgetting and disconnection uncovered his deepest potentials. His second son, Ephraim, so named "because 

G-d has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction," represents the second dividend of galut--the manner in which the 

"land of affliction" itself is exploited as a source of growth and productivity. 

(from the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
And the people cried to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to all Egypt "Go to Joseph; what he says to you, do" (41:55) 

When the famine in Egypt became severe, the Egyptians went to Joseph, crying, "Give us bread." "Woe to me that I must feed 

the uncircumcised," he exclaimed; "Go and circumcise yourselves," he said to them. 

So they went to Pharaoh and cried out before him. "Go to Joseph," he bade them. "We have gone to him," they answered, "and 

he commands us to circumcise ourselves. Did we not tell you originally that he is a Hebrew and it is not fitting for a Hebrew to 

wield authority over us?" 

"Fools," said Pharaoh, "did not a herald continually proclaim before him during the seven years of plenty, 'A famine is coming, 

a famine is coming!' Why then did you not keep in reserve the produce of a year or two?" 

Bursting into tears they replied, "Even the grain which we have left at home has rotted." "Has no flour been left from yesterday 

and the day before?" he asked. "Even the bread in our baskets has gone moldy," they told him. 

"Fools," he answered. "If the grain rots at his decree, what if he decrees against us and we die! Go rather to him, and even if he 

tells you to cut off something of your flesh, obey him and do all that he bids you." 

(Midrash Rabbah; Rashi) 
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Vayigash – Genesis 44:18-45:27 Year One 

“And He Drew Near” 

(JPS – Jewish Publication Society Translation) 

Gen 44:18  Then Judah came near unto him, and said: 'Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant; for thou art even as Pharaoh.  

Gen 44:19  My lord asked his servants, saying: Have ye a father, or a brother?  
Gen 44:20  And we said unto my lord: We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and 

his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.  
Gen 44:21  And thou saidst unto thy servants: Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.  
Gen 44:22  And we said unto my lord: The lad cannot leave his father; for if he should leave his father, his 

father would die.  
Gen 44:23  And thou saidst unto thy servants: Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see 

my face no more.  
Gen 44:24  And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.  
Gen 44:25  And our father said: Go again, buy us a little food.  
Gen 44:26  And we said: We cannot go down; if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down; for we 

may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us.  
Gen 44:27  And thy servant my father said unto us: Ye know that my wife bore me two sons;  
Gen 44:28  and the one went out from me, and I said: Surely he is torn in pieces; and I have not seen him since;  
Gen 44:29  and if ye take this one also from me, and harm befall him, ye will bring down my gray hairs with 

sorrow to the grave.  
Gen 44:30  Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad is not with us; seeing that his soul 

is bound up with the lad's soul;  
Gen 44:31  it will come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die; and thy servants will 

bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.  
Gen 44:32  For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying: If I bring him not unto thee, then 

shall I bear the blame to my father for ever.  
Gen 44:33  Now therefore, let thy servant, I pray thee, abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let 

the lad go up with his brethren.  
Gen 44:34  For how shall I go up to my father, if the lad be not with me? lest I look upon the 

Gen 45:1  Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried: 'Cause every 
man to go out from me.' And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his 
brethren.  

Gen 45:2  And he wept aloud; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard.  
Gen 45:3  And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'I am Joseph; doth my father yet live?' And his brethren could 

not answer him; for they were affrighted at his presence.  
Gen 45:4  And Joseph said unto his brethren: 'Come near to me, I pray you.' And they came 

near. And he said: 'I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.  
Gen 45:5  And now be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; for God 

did send me before you to preserve life.  
Gen 45:6  For these two years hath the famine been in the land; and there are yet five years, in which there 

shall be neither plowing nor harvest.  
Gen 45:7  And God sent me before you to give you a remnant on the earth, and to save you alive 

for a great deliverance.  
Gen 45:8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God; and He hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and 

lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  
Gen 45:9  Hasten ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him: Thus saith thy son Joseph: God hath made me 

lord of all Egypt; come down unto me, tarry not.  
Gen 45:10  And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, 

and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast;  
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Gen 45:11  and there will I sustain thee; for there are yet five years of famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, 
and thy household, and all that thou hast.  

Gen 45:12  And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you.  

Gen 45:13  And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall hasten 
and bring down my father hither.'  

Gen 45:14  And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon 
his neck.  

Gen 45:15  And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them; and after that his brethren 
talked with him.  

Gen 45:16  And the report thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying: 'Joseph's brethren are come'; and it 
pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.  

Gen 45:17  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph: 'Say unto thy brethren: This do ye: lade your beasts, and go, get you 
unto the land of Canaan;  

Gen 45:18  and take your father and your households, and come unto me; and I will give you the good of the 
land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.  

Gen 45:19  Now thou art commanded, this do ye: take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.  

Gen 45:20  Also regard not your stuff; for the good things of all the land of Egypt are yours.'  
Gen 45:21  And the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of 

Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.  
Gen 45:22  To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred 

shekels of silver, and five changes of raiment.  
Gen 45:23  And to his father he sent in like manner ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-

asses laden with corn and bread and victual for his father by the way.  
Gen 45:24  So he sent his brethren away, and they departed; and he said unto them: 'See that ye fall not out by 

the way.'  
Gen 45:25  And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father.  
Gen 45:26  And they told him, saying: 'Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And his 

heart fainted, for he believed them not.  
Gen 45:27  And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them; and when he saw the 

wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived.  
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 ׁש

 

 גַ 

 

 יִ 

 

 וַ 

 

letter: 

 

shin 

 

gimmel 

 

yod 

 

vav 

 

sound: 

 

SH 

 

Ggah 

 

Yyee 

 

Vah 

 

and he drew near = VAYIGASH = ריגש 
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and drew near to him 

 

va-yigash elav 

 

 ַוִיַגׁש ֵאָליו

 

Judah 

 

Y’hudah 

 

הּוָדה  י 

 

and said oh lord-my 

 

va-yomer bi adoni 

 

ִני  ַוי אֵמר ִּבי ֲאד 

 

let speak please 

 

y’daber-na 

 

ר־ָנא ַדּבֶּ  י 

 

servant-your a word 

 

av’d’cha davar 

 

ָך ָדָבר ּד   ַעב 

 

in ears of lord-my 

 

b’oznei adoni 

 

ִני ֵני ֲאד  ָאז   ּב 

 

and not flare nose-your (class 

become angry) 

 

v’al-yichar ap’cha 

 

ָך ַאל־ִיַחר ַאפ   ו 

 

at servant-your 

 

b’av’decha 

 

ָך ּדֶּ ַעב   ּב 

 

because like you 

 

ki chamocha 

 

 ִכי ָכמֹוָך

 

like Pharaoh 

 

k’far’oh 

 

ה׃ ע  ַפר   כ 

 

—Genesis 44:18 

 

 

logosref:Bible.Ge44.18
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Related Words 

 

to approach, come near, begin, 

start, set to 

 

nigash 

 

 ִנַגׁש

 

to bring near, present, offer 

 

higish 

 

 ִהִגיׁש

 

to collide, come into conflict 

with, draw near 

 

hitnagesh 

 

 ִהתַנַגׁש

 

to present a gift 

 

higish matanah 

 

 ִהִגׁש ַמָּתָנה

 

to submit a report (present 

judgm’t & accting) 

 

higish din v’cheshbon 

 

ׁשּבֹון חֶּ  ִהִגׁש ִדין־ו 

 

Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning. Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish 

Publishers. Page 113.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 11:00 AM December 16, 2015. 

 

 

Key Words 
 

Preserve H7760 

 שּום  /  שים

śûm  /  śı̂ym 

BDB Definition: 

1) to put, place, set, appoint, make 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to put, set, lay, put or lay upon, lay (violent) hands on 

https://www.logos.com/
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1a2) to set, direct, direct toward 

1a2a) to extend (compassion) (figuratively) 

1a3) to set, ordain, establish, found, appoint, constitute, make, determine, fix 

1a4) to set, station, put, set in place, plant, fix 

1a5) to make, make for, transform into, constitute, fashion, work, bring to pass, appoint, give 

1b) (Hiphil) to set or make for a sign 

1c) (Hophal) to be set 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: a primitive root 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2243 

 

 

Posterity H7611 

 ׁשארית

she'êrı̂yth 

BDB Definition: 

1) rest, residue, remainder, remnant 

1a) rest, what is left 

1b) remainder, descendants 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H7604 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 2307b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deliverance H6413 

 פליטה  /  פלטה

pelêytậh  /  pelêtậh 

BDB Definition: 

1) escape, deliverance 

1a) escape, deliverance 

1b) escaped remnant 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H6412 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1774d 
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Commentary: 

The key to this portion, I feel is the Power of “Forgiveness” to overcome all!   

The humility Joseph showed here is an example of the forgiveness YHVW showed us by sending His Son, 

Yeshua to die for us and bring redemption and forgiveness to our lives.  

We all have offended and have been offended, but the test of our character is CAN WE FORGIVE those who 

offended us and hurt us?  We all will go through the test of “forgiveness” and we need to remind ourselves of 

this warning from the Word 

Mat 18:15  "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 

to you, you have gained your brother. 

Mat 18:16  But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

Mat 18:17  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 

him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

Mat 18:18  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Mat 18:19  Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by 

my Father in heaven. 

Mat 18:20  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them." 

Mat 18:21  Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? As many as seven times?"  

Mat 18:22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

Mat 18:23  "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his servants. 

Mat 18:24  When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 

Mat 18:25  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 

that he had, and payment to be made. 

Mat 18:26  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.' 

Mat 18:27  And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 

Mat 18:28  But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 

Mat 18:29  So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 

Mat 18:30  He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 

Mat 18:31  When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their master all that had taken place. 

Mat 18:32  Then his master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 

Mat 18:33  And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 

Mat 18:34  And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 

Mat 18:35  So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 

your heart." 

 

This is the test as well for those who are a part of a Community of Believers. Can we forgive each other of our 

faults and shortcomings?  Or to we walk away in anger and allow the enemy to destroy us from within?  When 
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repentance and restoration have been established, do we still hold a grudge within that no one see, expect for 

YHVH?  To choose not to forgive, brings destruction to our lives and to the lives of others. 

Joseph saw the “Bigger Picture” in the plan of YHWH and was able to embrace his brothers with complete 

forgiveness because he knew that this all had to happen the way it did for the preservation of Israel.   

Parasha Summary (44:18 – 45:27) Chabad.org 

The twenty-two year contest between Joseph and his brothers is now approaching its climax: Judah 

approaches Joseph -- whom he knows only as Tzaphnat Paaneach, viceroy of Egypt -- to plead, argue and 

threaten for the release of Benjamin. The viceroy's magic goblet had been discovered in Benjamin's sack; "He 

shall be my slave," declared the Egyptian ruler in the closing verse of last week's Parshah, "and you go up in 

peace to your father." 

But the brothers won't go in peace. Judah, their spokesman and leader, and the one who assumed personal 

responsibility to Jacob for Benjamin's safe return, pleads: "How shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not 

with me?" Benjamin is the only surviving child of our father's most beloved wife, his older brother having 

disappeared many years ago; our father's very life is bound with Benjamin's life. "When he sees that the lad is 

not with us, he will die; and your servants shall bring down the white head of your servant our father with 

sorrow to the grave." 

"I beg you," concludes Judah, "let your servant remain instead of the lad a slave to my lord; and let the lad go 

up with his brothers... Lest I see the evil that shall befall my father." 

Reunion 

And Joseph could not restrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, "Order every man to go 

out from me." And no man stood with him while Joseph made himself knownto his brothers. 

And he wept aloud; and Egypt heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. 

And Joseph said to his brothers: "I am Joseph; is my father still alive?" And his brothers could not answer him, 

for they were terrified before him. 

And Joseph said to his brothers, "Come near to me, I entreat you." And they came near. And he said: "I am 

Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt." 

The brothers are beside themselves with shame and remorse, and it is Joseph who comforts them. "It was not 

you who sent me here," he says to them, "but G-d." It has all been ordained from Above: because you sold me 

into slavery, we will all be saved from the hunger which has stricken the entire region these last two years, and 

which is destined to continue for another five. 

"Hasten, and go up to my father, and say to him: Thus says your son Joseph: G-d has made me lord of all 

Egypt. Come down to me, do not delay... and you shall be near me...and there will I sustain you." 

Pharaoh sends wagons to bring Jacob and his entire family to Egypt, and declares: "The bounty of the entire 

land of Egypt is yours." 

 

 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_1a
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash44_18
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/15556/jewish/Mikeitz.htm
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash44_24
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash44_33
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_1b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_1b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_12
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_3
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The Divine Promise 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father, and told him, saying: 

"Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." And his heart fainted, for he believed 

them not. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them. And when he saw the wagons which 

Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 

And Israel said: "It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive; I will go and see him before I die." 

 

Additional Rabbinical Commentary from Torah 

And Judah approached him... (Genesis 44:18) 

Said Rabbi Judah: The verb "he approached" (vayigash) implies an approach to battle, as in the verse (II Samuel 

10:13), "So Joab and the people that were with him approached unto battle." 

Rabbi Nechemiah said: The verb "he approached" implies a coming near for conciliation, as in the verse 

(Joshua 14:6), "Then the children of Judah approached Joshua." 

The Sages said: It implies coming near for prayer, as in the verse (I Kings, 18:36), "And it came to pass at the 

time of the evening offering, that Elijah the prophet approached..." 

Rabbi Eleazar combined all these views: Judah approached Joseph for all three, saying: If it be war, I approach 

for war; if it be conciliation, I approach for conciliation; if it be for entreaty, I approach to entreat. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 

 

 
Your servant our father (44:24, et al) 

Ten times Joseph heard his brothers refer to his father as "your servant" and he did not protest. Because of this, 

his life was shortened by ten years. (Joseph lived 110 years.) 

(Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 39) 

 
"Let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord." (44:33) 

[Said Judah to Joseph:] I am more useful than him in every regard: in strength, as a warrior, or as a servant. 

(Rashi) 

G-d deals with man measure for measure: because Judah had sold Joseph into slavery, he was now compelled to 

offer himself to Joseph as a slave. 

(Abarbanel) 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_26
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699#Vayigash45_27
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2699
http://www.chabad.org/8239#v18
http://www.chabad.org/15870#v13
http://www.chabad.org/15870#v13
http://www.chabad.org/15798#v6
http://www.chabad.org/15902#v36
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And Joseph could not restrain himself (45:1) 

The confrontation between Joseph and Judah -- to what was this comparable? To an ox who was running about 

and all animals were fleeing from it, for it was kicking the one and butting the other, until the lion appeared, and 

the ox retreated. (In Genesis 49, the sons of Jacob are compared to different animals--Naphtali is a gazelle, Dan 

a serpent, Benjamin a wolf, etc.; Joseph is likened to an ox, and Judah, to a lion). 

(Midrash Tanchuma) 

Regarding the encounter between Judah and Joseph it is said: "Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; 

but a man of understanding will draw it out" (Proverbs 20:5). This may be compared to a deep well full of cold 

and excellent water, yet none could drink of it. Then came one who tied cord to cord and thread to thread, drew 

up its water and drank, whereupon all drew water thus and drank thereof. In the same way Judah did not cease 

from answering Joseph word for word until he penetrated to his very heart. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

More 

 
And he cried, "Order every man to go out from me." And no man stood with him while Joseph made himself 

known to his brothers (45:1) 

Rabbi Chama bar Rabbi Chanina and Rabbi Samuel bar Nachmani discussed this. Rabbi Chama said: Joseph 

did not act prudently, for had one of them kicked him, he would have died on the spot. Rabbi Samuel said: He 

acted rightly and prudently. He knew the righteousness of his brethren and reasoned: Heaven forfend! My 

brothers are not to be suspected of bloodshed. 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
And his brothers could not answer him, for they were terrified before him (45:3) 

When Rabbi Eleazar would come to this verse, he would weep: "Now if the rebuke of flesh and blood be such, 

how much more so the rebuke of the Holy One, blessed be He!" 

(Talmud, Chaggigah 4b) 

 
Behold, your eyes see... that it is my mouth that speaks to you (45:12) 

He showed them that he was circumcised, and that he speaks the Holy Tongue. 

(Rashi) 

 
And [Jacob's] heart fainted, for he believed them not (45:26) 

http://www.chabad.org/16391#v5
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2699
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Such is the liar's fate: even when he speaks the truth he is not believed. At first the sons of Jacob lied to their 

father when they dipped Joseph's coat in the blood of a goat, and he believed them; but then when they told him 

the truth, he did not believe them. 

(Avot d'Rabbi Nathan, ch. 30) 

 
 

 

Questions to Ponder 

Please answer all questions as though you were Yosef responding to the interviewer. 

  

Chapter 44 
In what manner did Y’hudah approach you and what did he say to you about your emotional state? 

  

Briefly summarize his statement to you regarding the events since they first met you in your palace. 

  

 Did you perceive that he was speaking to you in a begging tone or was his statement harsh and lecturing or was 

he passionately interceding for his brother? 

  

Why did you perceive that? What request did he make a view as he closed his statement? 

  

Chapter 45 

 

How did your brother’s statement make you feel and what was your immediate reaction? Did you say anything 

to your brothers? If so, what was their reaction? What do you think was going through their minds immediately 

after you told them you were Yosef? 

  

What did you say to assure them of your identity and your forgiveness? What did you tell them was the reason 

for your being there? Why did you wait so long to reveal your identity to your brothers? What were you waiting 

to see demonstrated in their lives? 

  

  

What instructions did you give to your brothers regarding your father, Ya’akov? Who did you first embrace and 

why? How was the news that your brothers had come received in the palace of Pharaoh? 

 

What did he do to facilitate the return of your father and family? How did your father react to the news that you 

were alive and ruler of Egypt? What was his final statement to the family before they left? 

  

Forgiveness of YHWH in Scripture – Forgiveness is Mercy in Action.  

Try to find scriptures that show God’s mercy to His people when they asked for forgiveness.   

 

How many times in your life did you have to extend mercy and forgiveness to others? 

 

How many times in your life did people have to show mercy and forgiveness toward you? 

 

How many times in our life did our Father, extend mercy and forgiveness to you? 
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Vayechi Genesis 47:28-48:22 Year One 

 

Gen 47:28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. And the days of Jacob, the years of his 

life were a hundred and forty seven years. 

Gen 47:29 And the days of Israel to die drew near. And he called to his son Joseph and said to him, Now 

if I have found favor in your eyes, please put your hand under my thigh, and do kindness and truth 

with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt; 

Gen 47:30 but let me lie with my fathers, and carry me from Egypt, and bury me in their burying place. 

And he said, I will do according to your words. 

Gen 47:31 And he said, Swear to me. And he swore to him. And Israel bowed on the head of the bed. 

Gen 48:1 And after these things it happened, one said to Joseph, Behold, your father is sick. And he took his 

two sons with him, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

Gen 48:2 And one spoke to Jacob and said, Behold, your son Joseph has come to you. And Israel took strength 

and sat on the bed. 

Gen 48:3 And Jacob said to Joseph, El Shaddai (Almighty) appeared to me in Luz in the land of Canaan 

and blessed me, 

Gen 48:4 and said to me, Behold, I will make you fruitful and will multiply you, and will give you a 

multitude of peoples. And I will give this land to your seed after you as a continual possession. 

Gen 48:5 And now your two sons, those born to you in the land of Egypt before my coming to you in 

Egypt, are mine, Ephraim and Manasseh, like Reuben and Simeon, even they shall be mine. 

Gen 48:6 And your offspring which you father after them, they shall be yours. According to the name of 

their brothers they shall be called in their inheritance. 

Gen 48:7 And I, when I came from Padan, Rachel died on me in the land of Canaan in the way, with only a 

little way to come to Ephrath. And I buried her there in the way to Ephrath, it being Bethlehem. 

Gen 48:8 And Israel saw the sons of Joseph, and he said, Who are these? 

Gen 48:9 And Joseph said to his father, They are my sons, whom Elohim has given to me here. And he said, 

Now bring them to me and I will bless them. 

Gen 48:10 And the eyes of Israel were heavy from age, he not being able to see. And he brought them near to 

him. And he kissed them and embraced them. 

Gen 48:11 And Israel said to Joseph, I did not think to see your face, and, behold, Elohim also causes me to see 

your seed. 

Gen 48:12 And Joseph brought them out from his knees; and he bowed his face to the earth. 

Gen 48:13 And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim in his right hand, to the left of Israel; and Manasseh 

in his left hand, to the right of Israel. And he brought them to him. 

Gen 48:14 And Israel sent forth his right hand and put it on the head of Ephraim; and he was the 

younger. And he put his left hand on the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands; for Manasseh was the 

first-born. 

Gen 48:15 And he blessed Joseph and said, The Elohim before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac 

walked, the Elohim who has fed me since I was born until today; 

Gen 48:16 The Messenger that redeemed me from every evil, may He bless the youths; and may my name be 

called on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they like fishes grow into a 

multitude in the midst of the earth. 

Gen 48:17 And Joseph saw that his father was putting his right hand on the head of Ephraim; and it was evil in 

his eyes. And he took hold of his father's hand to turn it from Ephraim's head to the head of Manasseh. 

Gen 48:18 And Joseph said to his father, Not so, my father! For this one is the firstborn; put your right 

hand on his head. 
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Gen 48:19 And his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know. He also shall be a people, and he 

shall become great. But his younger brother shall become greater than he, and his seed shall become 

the fullness of the nations. 

Gen 48:20 And he blessed them in that day, saying, In you shall Israel bless, saying, May Elohim make 

you like Ephraim and like Manasseh. 

Gen 48:21 And Israel said to Joseph, See, I am dying; and Elohim will be with you, and will return you to the 

land of your fathers. 

Gen 48:22 And I will give to you one spur of land beyond your brothers, which I took from the hand of the 

Amorite with my sword and with my bow. (Hebrew Roots Bible) 
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 י

 

 חִ 

 

 י  

 

 וַ 

 

letter: 

 

yod 

 

chet 

 

yod 

 

vav 

 

sound: 

 

EE 

 

CHee 

 

Y’ 

 

Vah 

 

and he lived = VAY’CHI = ויחי 

 

 

 

 

The Legend 
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and lived Jacob 

 

va-y’chi Ya’akov 

 

ב ִחי ַיֲעק   ַוי 

 

in the land of Egypt 

 

b’erets Mitsrayim 

 

ַרִים ץ ִמצ  רֶּ אֶּ  ּב 

 

17 year(s) 

 

sh’va esreh shanah 

 

ֵרה ָׁשָנה ש  ַבע עֶּ  ׁש 

 

& it was days of Jacob 

 

va-y’hi y’mei-Ya’akov 

 

ב ֵמי־ַיֲעק  ִהי י   ַוי 

 

years of life-his 

 

sh’nei chayav 

 

ֵני ַחָייו  ׁש 

 

7 years 

 

sheva shanim 

 

ַבע ָׁשִנים  ׁשֶּ

 

and 40 

 

v’arba’im 

 

ַאר  ָּבִעים  ו 

 

and 100 year(s) 

 

oo-m’at shanah 

 

ַאת ָׁשָנה׃  ּומ 

 

—Genesis 47:28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

logosref:Bible.Ge47.28
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Related Words 

 

living, alive 

 

chai 

 

 ַחי

 

fresh water, spring water (living 

water) 

 

mayim chayim 

 

 ַמִים ַחִיים

 

I swear! Upon your life! 

 

chayecha! 

 

 ַחיֶּיָך!

 

Cheers! To life! 

 

l’chayim 

 

ַחִיים  ל 

 

Book of Life 

 

sefer ha-chayim 

 

ר ַהַחִיים  ֵספֶּ

 

tree of life 

 

ets chayim 

 

 ֵעץ ַחִיים

 

long life, Methuselah’s span 

 

chayei M’tushelach 

 

ַלח תּוׁשֶּ  ַחֵיי מ 

 

eternal life 

 

chayei olam, chayei ad 

 

 ַחֵיי עֹוָלם, ַחֵיי ַעד

 

 

 

Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning. Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers. Page 124.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:36 

AM December 23, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.logos.com/
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Key Words 

 

Israel H3478 

 ישראל

yiśrâ'êl 

BDB Definition: 

Israel = “God prevails” 

1) the second name for Jacob given to him by God after his wrestling with the angel at Peniel 

2) the name of the descendants and the nation of the descendants of Jacob 

2a) the name of the nation until the death of Solomon and the split 

2b) the name used and given to the northern kingdom consisting of the 10 tribes under Jeroboam; the 

southern kingdom was known as Judah 

2c) the name of the nation after the return from exile 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H8280 and H410 

 

Joseph H3130 

 יוסף

yôsêph 

BDB Definition: 

Joseph = “Jehovah has added” 

1) the eldest son of Jacob by Rachel 

2) father of Igal, who represented the tribe of Issachar among the spies 

3) a son of Asaph 

4) a man who took a foreign wife in the time of Ezra 

5) a priest of the family of Shebaniah in the time of Nehemiah 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: future of H3254 

 

Jacob H3290 

 יעקב

ya‛ăqôb 

BDB Definition: 

Jacob = “heel holder” or “supplanter” 

1) son of Isaac, grandson of Abraham, and father of the 12 patriarchs of the tribes of Israel 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H6117 

 

 

Menashe H4519 
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 מנשה

menashsheh 

BDB Definition: 

Manasseh = “causing to forget” 

1) the eldest son of Joseph and progenitor of the tribe of Manasseh 

1a) the tribe descended from Manasseh 

1b) the territory occupied by the tribe of Manasseh 

2) son of king Hezekiah of Judah and himself king of Judah; he was the immediate and direct cause for the exile 

3) a descendant of Pahath-moab who put away a foreign wife in the time of Ezra 

4) a descendant of Hashum who put away a foreign wife in the time of Ezra 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: from H5382 

Same Word by TWOT Number: 1217 

 

Ephraim H669 

 אפרים

'ephrayim 

BDB Definition: 

Ephraim = “double ash-heap: I shall be doubly fruitful” 

1) second son of Joseph, blessed by him and given preference over first son, Manasseh 

2) the tribe, Ephraim 

3) the mountain country of Ephraim 

4) sometimes used name for the northern kingdom (Hosea or Isaiah) 

5) a city near Baal-hazor 

6) a chief gate of Jerusalem 

Part of Speech: noun proper masculine 

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: dual of H672 
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The Blessing and Adoption of Ephraim and Manashe 

 

Genesis 48:20 
And he blessed them that day,.... That Joseph visited him, and this be did "by faith"; believing that what he 

had said concerning them would be accomplished, as the apostle observes, Heb_11:21,  

 

saying, in thee shall Israel bless; in Joseph, as the Targum of Jonathan, that is, in his seed, in his sons Ephraim 

and Manasseh, when the Israelites blessed any, they should make use of their names:  

 

saying, God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh: as great and honourable, as rich and wealthy, as fruitful 

and prosperous as they; and the Targum says, this custom continues with the Jews to this day, to put their hands 

on persons to bless them; if a son, they say,"God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh;''if a daughter,"God 

make thee as Sarah and Rebekah:"  

 

and he set Ephraim before Manasseh; not only in this form of benediction, but in all that he had said and 

done before; he preferred him to Manasseh by putting his right hand upon him, and giving him the superior 

blessing: and it is no unusual thing for the younger to be set before the elder, both by God and man, but 

especially by the Lord, who seeth not as man seeth, and proceeds not according to carnal descent, or those rules 

men go by: there had been many instances before this, as Abel was preferred to Cain, Shem to Japheth, 

Abraham to Nahor, Isaac to Ishmael, and Jacob to Esau; as there were after it, as Moses to Aaron, and David to 

his brethren. 

John Gills Exposition of Entire Bible 

Parasha Overview 

"And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; and the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were a 

hundred and forty seven years." So begins the Torah section of Vayechi ("and he lived") -- the closing Parshah 

of the Book of Genesis and the last of the seven Parshahs describing the life of Jacob. 

And the days drew near for Israel to die. And he called his son Joseph, and said to him... "Do me a kindness 

and truth: please, do not bury me in Egypt. I will lie with my fathers; and you shall carry me out of Egypt, and 

bury me in their burial place." 

Joseph swears to do his father's bidding, and Jacobbows to his son. Shortly after, Jacob falls ill, and Joseph 

brings his two sons, Menasseh and Ephraim, to their grandfather's bedside. Jacob blesses them that they will 

each father a tribe in Israel, thereby elevating them to the status of his sons: "Ephraim and Menasseh... as 

Reuben and Shimon they shall be to me." 

In blessing them, Jacob places his right hand on Ephraim's head and his left on Menasseh's, crossing his arms, 

since Joseph had placed the elder Menasseh to his father's right. Joseph thinks that his father--who has grown 

blind in his old age and illness--doesn't realize that the elder son is to his right; but Jacob says: 

"I know it, my son, I know it; he (Menasseh) also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly 

his younger brother shall begreater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations." 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_33
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi47_28
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi47_29
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi47_30
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi47_30
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_7
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi50_6
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi47_31
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_1
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_19
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Jacob grants Joseph an extra portion in the Holy Land--the city of Shechem, "Which I took out of the hand of 

the Emori with my sword and with my bow." 

Reuben, Shimon, Levi and Judah 

And Jacob called to his sons, and said: "Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall 

you in the end of days." 

Jacob then proceeds to bless each of his twelve sons; his blessings define the respective roles of the twelve 

tribes which will issue from them to comprise the nation of Israel. Some of the sons are also rebuked for their 

failings. 

Reuben is rebuked for his interference in Jacob's marital life: 

Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might and the first of my strength; the excellency of dignity, and the 

excellency of power. 

Hasty as water, you shall not excel; because you went up and violated your father's bed... 

Shimon and Levi are rebuked for the massacre of Shechem and their role in the sale of Joseph: 

Shimon and Levi are brothers; instruments ofviolence are their weapons... in their anger they slew a man, and 

in their selfwill they maimed abull. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel; I 

will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 

Judah is praised for saving Joseph's life and is invested with the leadership of Israel: the kings, governors and 

legislators of the Jewish people, up to and including the Messiah, shall be from the tribe of Judah: 

Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have risen... 

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the legislator from between his feet, until Shilohcomes, and 

nations submit to him. 

Judah's portion in the Holy Land will be blessed with vineyards and prime pastureland: "His eyes are red with 

wine, and his teeth white with milk." 

Zebulun, Issachar, Gad, Asher and Naphtali 

"Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea, and he shall be a haven for ships," for his descendants will be 

seafaring merchants. 

Issachar is endowed with the perseverance that is demanded of the tribe of Torah scholars he will yield; he is 

"a strong-boned ass couching down between the boundaries, bowing his shoulder to the load..." 

Dan shall produce great judges. Foreseeing the heroic life of one such judge, Samson, Jacob prophesies: 

Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that bites the horse's heels, so that his rider shall fall 

backward. I hope for yoursalvation, O G-d. 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_22
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_22b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi48_22c
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_1
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_28
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_9b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_5
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_5b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_6
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_7
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_7b
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_9
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_10
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_13
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_14
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_16
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_17
http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_18
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Gad shall produce the victorious warriors of Israel;Asher is blessed with a bounty of olive oil that will be 

grown and produced on his lands; "Naphtali is a deerrunning free, who delivers words of beauty." 

Joseph and Benjamin 

Joseph is granted the blessings of fertility: 

Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall. 

The archers fiercely attacked him, and shot at him, and hated him. But his bow abode in strength... 

The blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that couches beneath, blessings of the breasts and womb.... 

they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow of the elect of his brothers. 

Benjamin is likened to "a ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide 

the spoil." 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel; and this is that which their father spoke to them, and blessed them; 

every one according to his blessing he blessed them. 

And he charged them, and said to them: "I am to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers... in the 

cave that is in the field of Machpeilah...There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac 

and Rebecca his wife; and there I buried Leah." 

The Passing of Jacob 

And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and expired, 

and was gathered to his people. 

And Joseph fell on his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. 

And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father... and Egypt wept for him seventy 

days... 

And Joseph went up [to Canaan] to bury his father; and with him went up all the servants ofPharaoh, the elders 

of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt and all the house of Joseph, and his brothers, and his 

father's house... a very great company... 

And his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the Machpeilahfield, which 

Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a burying place from Ephron the Hittite... 

The Testament of Joseph 

After Jacob's passing, his sons are seized with a new fear: perhaps Joseph has waited these seventeen years out 

of respect for their father, but will now avenge himself on them for selling him into slavery? So they 

send word to Joseph: 

"Your father did command before he died, saying: 'So shall you say to Joseph: Forgive, I pray you now, the 

trespass of your brothers, and their sin; for they did evil to you.' And now, we pray you, forgive the trespass of 

the servants of the G-d of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him... 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody.asp?AID=2710#Vayechi49_20
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And Joseph said to them: "Fear not; for am I in the place of G-d? You thought evil against me; but G-d meant it 

for good, to bring it to pass at this day that much people should be saved alive. Now therefore fear not; I will 

nourish you, and your little ones." And he comforted them, andspoke to their hearts. 

Joseph lived 110 years, living to see his children's grandchildren: "Also the children of Machir the son of 

Menasseh were raised on Joseph's knee." Before his passing, he conveys the following testament to the Children 

of Israel in Egypt: 

G-d will surely remember you, and bring you up out of this land to the land of which he swore to Abraham, to 

Isaac, and to Jacob. 

G-d will surely remember you; and you shall carry up my bones from here. 

It is from these words that the Children of Israel will draw their hope and faith in the difficult years to come. 

Joseph's body is placed in a coffin to await the day of return to the Promised Land. 

Commentary Of The Sages 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years (47:28) 

These seventeen years were the best years of his life -- years of prosperity, goodness and peace; his other 130 

years were filled with toil and pain. 

(Midrash; Baal HaTurim) 

When Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch (1789-1866) was a child attending cheder, his teacher taught the 

verse, "And Jacob lived for seventeen years in the land of Egypt," according to the commentary of the Baal 

HaTurim -- that Jacob lived the best years of his life in Egypt. 

When the child came home he asked his grandfather, Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi: How can it be that our 

father Jacob, the greatest of the Patriarchs, lived the best years of his life in pagan Egypt? 

Replied Rabbi Schneur Zalman: It is written that Jacob "sent Judah ahead of him... to show the way to Goshen" 

(Genesis 46:28). The Midrash explains that this was to establish a house of learning, where the sons of Jacob 

would study Torah. When one studies Torah, one is brought close to G-d, so that even in Egypt one can live a 

true "life." 

(HaYom Yom) 

Nevertheless, in the very next verses we read how Jacob entreats Joseph: "Carry me out of Egypt!" So great is 

his urgency that he is not content with an agreement or promise on Joseph's part, but insists that his son take a 

solemn oath to fulfill his request. 

A Jew might find himself living a most ideal life ingalut (exile)--a life of material comfort and spiritual 

fulfillment, a life of Torah, mitzvot and charitable works. Nevertheless, galut can never be our true home. We 

constantly sense that this is not our place, constantly beseech G-d to "carry us out of Egypt." 

Nor do we content ourselves with the guaranties and promises written in the holy books that the redemption will 

eventually come. After praying for the redemption in the morning prayers, we do so again in the afternoon 
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prayers, and yet again in the evening prayers. We approach G-d every day, many times a day, to plead and 

clamor: Take us out of Egypt! 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
And the days drew near for Israel to die (47:29) 

Said Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish: the days of the righteous die, but they do not die... It does not say, "and Israel 

drew near to die," but "the days of Israel drew near to die." 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
Do me a kindness and a truth (47:30) 

A kindness done to the dead is a true kindness, for one does not expect a favor in return. 

(Rashi) 

The Midrash relates that when G-d desired to create man, Truth argued that "he should not be created, for he is 

full of lies." Kindness, however, said, "He should be created, for he is full of kindness." 

To this, Truth might have replied: "But that, too, is just another of man's lies. Yes, man does acts of kindness to 

his fellows, but not because he is 'full of kindness'--only because he expects them to be kind to him in return." 

However, there is one act of kindness that proves Truth wrong: the kindness done to the dead. This "kindness 

and truth," as the Torah calls it, shows that man is capable of a truly altruistic deed, thereby attesting that all our 

acts of kindness--even those superficially tainted by selfish motives--are in essence true, deriving from an 

intrinsic desire to give of ourselves to our fellows. 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
And Israel bowed [to Joseph] upon the bed's head (47:31) 

This bears out the popular saying, "A fox in its hour--bow down to it." 

(Talmud, Megillah 16b) 

 
And it came to pass after these things, that it was said to Joseph: Behold, your father is ill (48:1) 

Abraham introduced aging to the world, Isaac affliction, and Jacob illness. 

Abraham requested old age, pleading before G-d: "Master of the Universe! When a man and his son enter a 

town, none know whom to honor." Said G-d to him: "By your life, you have asked a proper thing, and it will 

commence with you." Thus, from the beginning of the Book aging is not mentioned, but when Abraham came, 

old age was granted to him, as is written: "And Abraham was old and come along in days" (Genesis 24:1). 

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/plainBody_cdo/AID/2710
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Isaac asked for affliction, pleading thus: "Master of the Universe! When a man dies without affliction, 

Judgment threatens him; but if You afflict him, Judgment would not threaten him." Said G-d to him: "By your 

life, you have asked well, and it will commence with you." Thus affliction is not mentioned from the beginning 

of the Book until Isaac, as is written: "And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dimmed" 

(ibid., 27:1). 

Jacob requested illness, saying to Him: "Master of the Universe! A man dies without previous illness and does 

not settle his affairs with his children; but if he were two or three days ill, he would settle his affairs with his 

children." Said G-d to him: "By your life, you have asked well, and it will commence with you." Thus it is 

written: "It was said to Joseph: Behold, your father is ill." 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

 
And I, when I came from Paddan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan on the way, when yet there was but 

a little way to come to Efrat; and I buried her there in the way of Efrat, that is Bethlehem (48:7) 

Why did Jacob evoke the memory of Rachel's burial? 

So said Jacob to Joseph: I am asking you to trouble yourself to take me to be buried in the Land, even though I 

did not do the same for your mother. She died a short distance from Bethlehem, and I did not even take her to 

[Bethlehem] but buried her at the wayside. 

I know that there is resentment in your heart to me over this. But know that it was by Divine command that I 

buried her there, so that she should be a help for her children when Nebuzaradan will exile them and they will 

pass by there. Then Rachel will come out upon her grave and weep and plead for mercy for them, as it is written 

(Jeremiah 31:14): "A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping; Rachel is weeping for her 

children..."; and G-d will answer her, "There is reward for your toil... The children shall return to their own 

borders" (ibid., v. 15). 

(Rashi) 

 

 
"[Menasseh] also shall become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be 

greater than he..." (48:19) 

Menasseh shall be great in that Gideon shall come from him, and G-d will perform miracles through him (see 

Judges chs. 6-8); but his younger brother shall be greater yet in that his descendant, Joshua, will conquer the 

Land and teach the Torah to Israel. 

(Rashi) 

 
I have given to you... Shechem (48:22) 

As it is written, "And Joseph's bones... they buried in Shechem" (Joshua 24:32). 

This is analogous to thieves who stole a barrel full of wine; when the owner found them, he said: "Be so kind, 

when you finish drinking up the wine, put the barrel back in its place." So, too, Joseph was kidnapped by his 

brothers in Shechem, and to Shechem they returned his bones. 

http://www.chabad.org/16028#v14
http://www.chabad.org/15808#v32
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(Daat Zekeinim) 

 
 

Shechem... which I took out of the hand of the Emori with my sword and with my bow (48:22) 

Jacob had not desired his sons to perpetrate that deed; yet when they did perpetrate it, he exclaimed: "Shall I 

leave my sons to fall into the hands of the heathens!" What did he do? He took his sword and bow and stood at 

the gate of Shechem, saying: "If the heathens come to attack my sons, I will fight against them." 

(Midrash Rabbah) 

Did Jacob then conquer Shechem with sword and bow? But "my sword" is his prayer, and "my bow" is his 

supplication. 

(Mechilta; Rashi) 

Why is prayer like a bow? Just like a bow, the more a person draws the bowstring to himself, the further the 

arrow flies, so it is with prayer: the deeper one delves into one's own heart, the higher one's prayer ascends... 

(The Rebbe of Kotz) 

Overview Of The Life Of Joseph 

22 Facts About Joseph 

1. The eleventh son of Jacobs 12 Sons – Genesis 30:22-26 

2. His fathers favorite child – Genesis 37:2-3 

3. Had an unimpeachable character – Gene 37:2 -14, 39: 7-20, 50: 15-21 

4. Had a Divine Gift of Interpreting dreams – Genesis 37:5-10, 40:7-23, 41: 1-4 

5. Had a flawless record of faithfulness and trust in YHWH and man – Genesis 37:2, 13, 39:40, Gen 41:14-

50:21 

6. Was hated and rejected by his brethren – Genesis 37:4-33 

7. Was sold into foreign slavery – Genesis 37:28-36, 39:1 

8. Adjusted his life perfectly in favor or disfavor, slavery or freedom as a servant or master – Gene 37:2-

Genesis 41:57 

9. Prospered by YHWH in all places of trust – Genesis 39:2-3, 23, 40, 41:14-57 

10. Was content and happy in adversity or success – Genesis 39:3-23, 40 

11. Was an outstanding witness for YHVH – Genesis 39”3-6, 40:8, 41:8-36 

12. Found grace in the eyes of all except his brethren – Genesis 39:3-13, 21-23, 41:14-44 

13. Served with distinction in every place of responsibility – Genesis 37:2, 39:3, Genesis 41:57 

14. Was put in the highest places of trust in private and government affairs – Genesis 39”3, Genesis 41:57 

15. YHVH blessed private industry and the whole nation of Egypt because of him – Genesis 39:4 – 41:57 

16. Was handsome and perfect in body – Genesis 39:6 

17. Maintained moral purity in the face of severe and daily temptation – Genesis 39:7-13 

18. Suffered for righteousness – Genesis 39: 14-23 

19. Suffered the depths of humiliation and rose to the highest exaltation – Genesis 39:14-41:47 
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20. Was father of the greatest tribe of Israel – Genesis 41:50-52, 48:15-22 

21. Showed forgiveness to his enemies – Genesis 42:1 – 45:20, 50:15-21 

22. Saved Israel from death, preserving the line through whom Messiah would come (Judah) Genesis 45:21-

47:31, 50:20, Matthew 1 

 

5 times Josephs was given Favor 

A. Jacob – Genesis 37:3 

B. Potipher – Genesis 39:7 

C. Potiphers wife – Genesis 39:7 

D. Jailer – Genesis 39:21-22 

E. Pharoah – Genesis 41:37-44 

Questions to Ponder For Study 

Parsha Specific Questions -- for extended discussion: 

 

In this final parsha of B'reshit we will continue to interview Yosef to gain his perspective on the Torah.  Please 

answer each question as though you were Yosef. 

 

 

Chapter 47 

 

How long did your father live in Egypt and how old was he when he died?  What did he ask you to do?  What 

was the significance of that gesture?  What did he ask you not to do?  Why?  Where did he want to be?  What 

was your response?  What gesture did your father make and why?  Did this bring to mind any event in your life 

and if so, what?  What one word seems to sum up the life of your father and why do you choose that 

word?  How would you describe your father's character and how it impacted your life?  What would you like 

the readers of this interview to learn from your father's life and yours? 

 

 

Chapter 48 

 

Who did you take to visit to your father?  What experience did he recount and what covenant did he describe to 

you?  Why were these significant and what purpose did his statement have?  What significant statement did he 

make about his grandsons, your two sons?  In what position did his statement place your sons in relationship to 

your brothers?  Why did your father describe the death of your mother at this time?  How did your father 

receive your two sons?  How did you position your sons before your father for the blessing?  What did your 

father do with his hands?  What did you do with your father's hands and what did you say to him?  How did he 

respond?  What blessing did he pronounce over your sons?  Who was really being blessed by what your father 

said and why?  What was the significance of that blessing in relationship to the birthright?  How has this 

blessing been preserved and repeated and why?  And how did he bless you? 

Chazak, Chazak, v’Nit’chazek!4 
                                                           
4 Feinberg, J. E., Ph. D. (1998). Walk Genesis!: in the beginning (p. 227). Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers. 
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Art Scroll Chumash 
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